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Rosarium Philosophorum (part 1)

Her e beginneth the Book of the
Rosary of the Philosophers
most diligently compiled
and brought into one volume.

They who desire to have the most true knowledgbefyreater science of the philosophical Art, et diligently
peruse this little book and often times read itraved they shall obtain their prosperous and wigtexire. Listen to
these things, you children of the Ancient Philosmghl! will speak in the loudest and highest vadican, for | come
unto you to open and declare the principal stateuofian things and the most secret treasure die@becrets of the
whole world. I will not do it feignedly and erronesly but altogether plainly and truly, wherefore ysu towards
me such devotion of hearing as | shall bring urto gnagistery of doctrine and wisdom, for | will shgou a true
testimony of those things which | have seen withawn eyes and felt with my hands. There are many toe
forward as deceitful boasters which after greaeasps and labours, find out no effect but misewill therefore
speak plainly and manifestly so that the unskillad those that are expert and skilful, shall be &bunderstand the
secret of this mystery. Neither shall any man yusle slanderous and blasphemous words again$pnsseing
that the Ancient Philosophers have written so ofidguwand confusedly that they are not understoodsaem not to
agree together, because diverse men searchinglaienost precious Art have either been deceivedrafied
from their purpose, therefore without all deceibbscurity, | will plainly set down the true expeent before your
eyes, together with the opinions of the Philosophserving well for our purpose that the matternebéwe entreat
may be manifest and plainly understood.
First we must note that all men which work beyoatlre are deceivers and work in an unlawful manner.
Furthermore, of man nothing is born but man, and bfute beast nothing but a brute beast, and dikerpringeth
forth nothing but his like, wherefore he which hangg of his own, cannot at his pleasure have anatfaa's. We
speak this that no man should let his money go fiom For some men being deceived by letting th@iney pass
from them, and so living in penury, do also endeavo seduce other men and to bring them to likeenyi But my
counsel is that no man be too forward in thisiarhope to attain some great matter, unless he &bg&beginning
of true nature and the regimen thereof, which b&imgwn there is not then any need of more thinga tine,
neither doth it require great expenses, becaus®ite stone, one medicine, one vessel, one regamelnone
disposition, and know this: that it is a most tAré Furthermore the Philosophers would never Hakeured and
studied to express such diversities of coloursthadrder of them unless they had seen and fett.the
Wherefore again we say this, that all men laboubiegond nature are deceivers and deceived. Therkfoyour
exercise and labour be used in Nature because One % of an Animal, of a Vegetable, and of a Mahe
substance. Be thou therefore of one mind and apimi¢he work of nature and presume not to try thisg here
and that thing another time, for our Art is noteeted with the multitude of things and though thenas thereof be



diverse and manifold, yet it is always one oniynthand of one thing. For that is not brought irétune which
being in it is not of its own nature, thereforésinecessary that the Agent and Patient be Ong,taid the same
thing in kind or in general, but in species anotied diverse, according to Mercury by which the &aris
diversified from the man, because, although thegeag one kind, yet they have a distinct diffeebetween
themselves, as Matter and Form differ, for Mattéfess action but Form works and makes the Maikeritself.
Therefore, Matter naturally desires Form, as thenawo does the man, and the foul does the fair,esbdidy
embraceth the spirit more freely that it may comég perfection. Therefore, by knowing the natuealts you shall
the better make your work of them. Because | caangtother way express or explain our stone, nonfibby any
other name, it is manifest by that which went befdnat our stone is compounded of four elemet, fich and
poor have it, and it is found in every place, iikened to all things and is also compounded afyhsoul and spirit
and it is altered from nature into nature evernwlast degree of his perfection.
They have also said that our stone is made offing find it is true for the whole magistery is devith our water,
for that water is the sperm of all metals, andradtals are resolved into it, as has been declared.
Likewise, the salt of metals is the stone of th#dBbphers, for our stone is a water congealed@utd and Silver
and resists the fire and is resolved again intavéger of which it is compounded in its kind. THere, the reduction
of bodies into their first matter as into Argenteviis nothing else but a resolution of the congkatatter by which
a lock is opened by the ingression of one natureanother.
Whereupon, the Philosophers have said that Saltlsng else but ripened Argent vive, for in Merctingre are but
two elements in act, that is to say earth and walkéch are passives, but the active elements amndifire are in
that might and power only because those thingbmmeght from power into act in pure Mercury accogiio due
digestion and proportionable decoction, then Gelchade. Wherefore there are four elements in Galdeenit in
equal proportion and therefore ripe and active Budps there, and our Art helpeth nature by heristéning ripe
Gold to Mercury, in which is ripe and well digestedlphur, but from nature by the work of nature.
Arnoldus. Whosoever would come to the knowledge of thisafd is not a Philosopher will prove a fool, because
this Science is only of the Secrets of Philosophers
Senior: This Art is reserved in the power of God and ieaamy to the lay people.
Geber: Therefore this Art is not necessary for poor aeddy men but is rather an enemy to them.
Aristotlein the Second Book of hisPalitics: It is impossible for a poor man to be a Philosaphe
There is a double way in this art according toRhdosophers, that is - universal and particulde Tniversal way
is easy and rare, and it is that which is broughhffrom true and natural beginnings, by whiclpeezly and
reformative virtue doth presently and in a momeartlens Mercury, and it tinctureth any metal thahiky
prepared, into true Gold or Silver.
But the second way is called particular and itdsdhand laboursome. Note this, although Alchenthéwuniversal
way be partly natural and partly artificial, yetstmore natural than otherwise, because by natustrange or
foreign thing is brought in the way of true Alchenfigr nature hath whereon to work because actixefoined to
passives by a competent union and applicationtheutest nature worketh by herself.
Plato: Our stone is a thing which hath not touched tres fior the fire touched it, from which our mercuseth.
There are three sorts of labourers according tathef Alchemy, that is the Alchimist, the Laucléty and the
Lachrymist. Not every one who sayeth "Take, Tak&3ll enter into this art, because it is one oabeipt, and one
body entereth not into another.
Gratianus: Take this and this and do thus and thus, and kalli lsave this, and this is a common thing amohg al
Philosophers.
Whereupon the Philosopher said, the first word KET& ake", hath made many errors, therefore, tiseviork is to
dissolve the matter of the stone, that is, not comiercury.
Arnoldus: Fools understanding the sayings of the Philosapaetording to the letter do find out no truth, émely
say it is a false science because they have treatlifound nothing, and then they become as mgpedate,
condemning this science and dispraising the bduk®of, and therefore the science maketh smalluextad them,
because our science of the secrets of nature bathemy but the ignorant, according to these véddlesving:

This stone is had in small regard

With men of slender wit
But yet the wise and learned sort
Make great account of it.

Alphidius: Know this, that God hath not ordained this stoheldch this great secret entreateth to be boughaf
great price, for it is found out being cast in Wy, and may as well be had of a poor man as ichanman, that
every man may come unto it by reason and knowlefiggent vive is not the stone, whereupon Constastsaith
"Because it is fusible, therefore it is not thensto



Argent vive is fire whereupon the Philosopher s&idhow therefore that Argent vive is fire and bubtdies more
than fire".
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We are the beginning and first nature of metals,
Art by us maketh the chief tincture.
There is no fountain nor water found like unto me.
I heal and help both the rich and the poor,
But yet | am full of hurtful poison.

The juices of Lunaria, Aqua Vitae, Fifth Essenagrifof wine, mercury vegetable, are all one. Tiiees of
Lunaria is made of our wine, which thing is knowut o few of our children, and with it is our seant made, and
our potable gold is made, that being the mean tiiened cannot be without it.

For the imperfect body is converted into the firgttter, and those waters being conjoined with catemdo make
one pure and clear water, purifying all things gaticontaining in itself all necessary things. Ahi$ water of
which and with which our magistery is effectedbégh dear and cheap, for it dissolveth bodies ritht g@ommon
solution as the ignorant report, which convertsitbdy into cloud water, but by the true philosoph#plution, in
which the body is changed into its first water dfieh it hath been from the beginning this self sdoody. That is,
the water transforms bodies into Ashes. But knadgj that the Art of Alchemy is a gift of the Holyh@st and know
that in our days we have had Master Arnold de \Wltava in the Roman Court, a great Physician andnBjwho
hath also been a notable Alchimist, who made swadlges of gold which wedges he granted to be pamydrial.
Arnoldus: Let the Artificers of Alchemy know this, that therms of metals cannot be transmuted unless they be
reduced into their first matter, and then theytemasmuted into another form than that which thag before. And
that is because the corruption of one thing isgireeration of another thing, as well in artifidiaings as in natural
things. For Art imitates nature and in certain gsint correcteth it and excelleth it as natureeikpéd by the industry
of the Physician.

The Mirror: Therefore, use nature well because nature carnaitiended but in its own nature, to which bring in
no foreign thing, neither powder, nor any othenthibecause diverse natures do not make perfestahe, neither
does that enter into it which is not sprung fronfir if any foreign or strange thing be put irtatiis straight
corrupted and that which is sought shall not baiokd.

Whereupon, | give you to understand that, unlesstgke like things in the beginning of the decagtmd guide
them subtly until they all be made water, till theyu have not found out the work. Wherefore, | withke the
precious secret known unto the students thereey, ttiey shall not be wearied in vain, becausertfaigistery is
nothing else but to decoct Argent vive and Sulphatil the Argent vive be made all one, which delieth the
Sulphur from burning if the vessel be well clossalthat the Argent vive may not vanish away norSbkhur be
burned or consumed, because our Argent vive ipore water. And we see the example in common witat,
every thing which is decocted in it is never builhthe water is consumed and the fire be vergray, and when the
water is consumed, then that which is in the vasdalirnt. And therefore, the Philosophers havéedils to stop
the mouth of the vessel close, that our blessednimieath not forth, but that it may defend thatrfrourning which



is in the vessel, but water being put with thesegh doth forbid the fire to burn them, and theostnthings are
done and made. And the greater the flame is, yetiszh the more be hidden in the inward parts,ithz not hurt
by the heat of the fire. The water receiveth theris belly and repelleth the flame of the firenfrthem. But |
would wish all the searchers after this Art, in Heginning to make a soft fire, till patience bedmdetween the
water and the fire, and after you shall see themfated without any ascending, then you need ao¢ in what sort
the fire be, but yet it is good to govern it withtience, till the spirit and body be made all ®swethat the corporate
bodies be made incorporate, and the incorporateduke corporate. Therefore, water is the thing whiaketh
white and red. It is the water which killeth andiveth. It is the water which burneth and maketh hds the water
which dissolveth and congealeth. It is the wateictviputrefieth and afterwards causeth new and apnthings to
spring up. Wherefore, my son, | counsel thee thabwlabour and diligence be used in the decartifthe water.
And let it not be irksome unto thee if thou desardnave the fruit thereof and take care for no iotlaén matters, but
for water only. Decoct that water by little andldt by putrefying until it be changed from colanto a perfect
colour, and take care that in the beginning younlmat the flowers and greenness thereof, and badtasty in
bringing your work to pass, and remember that ymar be well and firmly shut, that he which is wiitfly not out
and thus by the help of God you shall obtain a edséffect. Nature makes her operation by little léttid,
therefore, | would also that you should do so, ngther let your imagination be according to natare] see
according to nature, of which bodies are regendrateording to nature in the bowels of the earttadine this by
true imagination and not phantastically and likengge in what colour the decoction of them is madehether it
be violent or pleasant.

Geber - Of the Investigation of Truth

We have considered in our volumes of the secrenandatal powers and of the properties of natutialgth and by
our own experience of the invention of the seagloint of a matter altogether certain. We have oondl out any
other thing but only those things of which our noé is made, that it may have these propertig@sétf in
transmuting of bodies.

First, that it may have a most subtle earth irffited incombustible and apt to fix anything wits own radical
moisture.

Secondly, that it may have an airy and fiery maistuniformly conjoined, so that if one be volatite rest may be
so also, and because that moisture above all othistures abideth all other moistures, to the agtsimment of
this sufficient thickness of ashes so far fortttheeswant thereof, with an unseparable permanentyeoéarth that is
annexed without evaporation.

Thirdly, because the natural disposition of moistisrsuch that by the benefit of its homogeneihaih in all
differences of its properties, annexed earth byctiveversion of them both, because in the homogenétither of
them it is tempered virtuously with an insepardied of conjoining, and after the degree of finagaration it
yieldeth good melting.

Fourthly, that this homogeneity is of such purifyessence and artificially purified from all comhibge and burnt
substance, that all things which are joined withré& not burnt by it, but it preserveth them fromnring.

Fifthly, because it hath a clear and bright tinetir itself, white, red, pure, incombustible, seahd fixed, which
neither the fire is able to change nor burnt sutplon sharp corrosives able to corrupt.

Sixthly, because the whole engrafted compound igtfinal accomplishment is of such subtlety anidriss of
substance, that after the final injection of thentef its decoction, it remaineth of most thin rimedt in manner of
water, and profound penetration even to the petpilitiaof the last thing, of what fusion or meltirsp ever it be in
the accomplishment, and cleaveth naturally toutsd with its affinity and nearness, and with ingapke hardness
against the impression of the fire, even in itsrheducing bodies spiritually into its own nature.

These things being considered, we find by our itigason seven necessary and convenient propénti@sr stone;
Oiliness, Thinness, Affinity of Substance, Radigtlisture, Purity, Clearness, Fixing Earth and Timet

But the first property of differences is that odss giving in projection a universal melting anémipg of the
medicine. For surely the sudden and convenienbifusf the medicine is chiefly necessary after ttagetion of
the medicine which is done and miscerated withnaatiliness.

The second is the thinness of the matter or thésgli subtlety thereof, thin and flowing in fusidike water
penetrating to the bottom of an altering thing,saese secondly after the fusion of the medicinejrtheession
thereof is immediately necessary.

The third is affinity or nearness between the Ekid the thing to be transmuted, yielding a cerséicking or
holding in the meeting of its like, because thirdfter the ingression of the medicine, the sticlongpolding is
convenient and necessary.

The fourth is radical moisture and fiery congealiagd hardening the refined parts with the adherefitheir like
and with an inseparable union of all like partgaaese fourthly after the adherence or sticking héelening or



solidifying of parts with its radical and slimy nstire is convenient and necessary.

The fifth is purity and mundified clearness, giviaig eminent brightness and splendour in the pressnbustion,
not to those joined after the hardening of theffaatiparts which are left, because the agent andhbfire may have
sufficient to burn all foreign and hardened supsgtifts, wherefore putrefaction followeth immedigtahd is very
necessary.

The sixth is fixed earth, temperate, thin, subiled, incombustible, giving permanency of fixatjaticking in
solution, standing with itself and persevering agathe fire, because sixthly, fixation is necegsdter purification.
The seventh is tincture, giving a bright and peréstour, white and deep red, giving the lunificatiand
solification of transmutable things, because sdwgrthe just tincting colour or tincture is necaysafter fixation,
turning any convertible substance into true gold sitver, with all its certain and known differesce

Calidusthe Philosopher speaks of our water: For it is a fire which burneth and grindeth alhtys, Argent vive is
vinegar.

Socratesin the Turba: "The first force is vinegar, that is Argent vive.

Turba: If you set the body on the fire without vinegamyill be burnt, that is without Argent vive ...it most sharp
vinegar which maketh the mere body without whictcotour cometh.

Note well in the art of our magistery, nothing @cealed of the Philosophers, except the sectéeddrt, which is
not lawful to be revealed to any man, for he tiatusd do so would be accursed, and incur the iradign of the
Lord and die with the palsy. Wherefore, all ermim the art, because they take not their due maitiieof it,
therefore use reverent nature; of it, by it, and,iour art is engendered and in no other thimg), therefore our
magistery is a work of nature and not of a workn#emd so he which knoweth not the beginning, obtidimest the
end, and he which knoweth not what he seeks ig@gn@lso what he shall find.

Know therefore that copper, which is the gold & Bhilosophers, is their gold, but Senior said "@uld is not
common gold". And you have sought after the gressindinking that copper had been a leprous bodgéson of
that greenness which it hath. Whereupon, | tell yat all that is perfect in copper is only thagéemness which is in
it, because that greenness is by our magisterkiguigrned into our most pure gold, and this weénhtried, but you
can by no means prepare the stone without greeficaiid Duenech, which is seen to grow in our miger0
blessed greenness, which engenders all thingskiow that no vegetable and fruit appeareth in gngviiut it is
of a green colour. Know therefore, that the gemamatf this thing is green, wherefore the Philosghthave called
it their growing or springing. And likewise, thewve called it water of their purification or putefion, and they
spoke the truth, because it is purified by theitevar purified from its blackness. It is washed &mmaketh it
white and afterwards red. Know therefore, thateétiemo true tincture, but of our Copper, decotitérefore with
his soul, grind it, and do thus, until the spitt ¢onjoined with his body and be made in one, andshall have
your desire. The wisemen have given many nameshati consider you only of that matter which séittkto



Argent vive and to the bodies, and you shall haeettue knowledge and science. But that you magmoknow
therefore what it is to stick in the bodies. Soragehsaid that common Argent vive sticketh in thdiés, which is
false. For they think that they understand the tdragf Geber intimating of Argent vive, where hitsd'When we
search in other things, we find out by our searghmothing to be more friendly to the nature of lesdihan Argent
vive". But all this must be understood of the pbiphical Argent vive, for it only sticketh in bodjeand the ancient
Philosophers could find out no other thing whichubgostick to the bodies but philosophical Argenteyibecause
common silver sticketh not in the bodies, but rathe bodies cleave and stick to Argent vive. Almid ts true by
experience, because if common Argent vive be coapiwith any body, the Argent vive remaineth inoien
nature, or goeth away and does not turn the badyitsnnature. And therefore, it sticketh not utite bodies but the
bodies cleave and stick to it, and by reason sfittany men are deceived in working in that commuoyeAt vive,
because it is clear our occidental stone exceediggnt vive, which hath preferred itself beforedjahd hath
overcome it, is that which killeth and causethaaive again. Know therefore, that Argent vive cdatpd and
mortified in his own nature, is the father of &létmiracles of this our magistery, and it is aispind a body, that is
a spiritual body, because it ascends by sublimafionl this is because Geber said the considerafitime true
thing which doeth all things, is the consideratidtthe choice of the pure substance of Argent Vb ,of which
especially this substance of Argent vive may besehothat must diligently be sought after. And wsveering say
that it is chosen out of those things in whiclsit i

Therefore my son, consider and see where thatautsis, and take that and none other if you désiceme to the
true understanding. | tell thee in the charity dfi€t that neither we nor the ancient Philosoplerdd ever find
any thing persevering and abiding in the fire, dmily that unctuous, perfect and combustible moéstand that
moisture when it is prepared as it ought to bbriitigeth all bodies which it touches to a most tampliment of
gold, and above all bodies and especially Luna.

The root of the art is the soap of the wisemen,iaiscthe mineral of all salts and it is calledt®i salt, because it
cometh of the mineral of the sea, and it is moegsithan all salts of its kind. Bodies and spits calcined with it
and the resolutions and coagulations of Elixirrasele with it.

Geber: Note this that no silver can be made unlesstfiesy be all dissolved.

Secondly, that no solution ought to be made bthiénproper and appropriated blood, that is, in watd/ercury
which is called Dragon's Water.

Thirdly, that no Dragon Water ought to be made takembic, without any other thing added, and &rtfaking of
it there is a great stink.

Fourthly, that with that body of water an Amalgaraynbe dissolved, as also a body, a spirit andlipréifthings in
general, which are of its nature.

Fifthly, that that water ought to be pure and c|eamd therefore should not be made but of a pubgadon. And let
the Dragon be purged by elevating it three timekthan by reviving it.

Sixthly, that the dissolved must be purified in meaind moist, that is in horse dung. Of this onelolass riseth.
Seventhly, that it be coagulated in the dry Sumaisture that is in Balneo Maria.

Eighthly, that the time of the perfection of Elixérless than one year, yet we must see thatthid#&me of the
increase of man in the womb of the mother.

Ninthly, that Mercury is by no means killed, butkvthe smell of the body, perfected red to red @inghite to
white. And that the body can give weight, his owgight remaining, there are four things with whiahr work is
effected, that is Weight, Fire, Body and Spirit.

Tenthly, that all revived things are not to be sefdiin the Art.

Eleventhly, that the thing being prepared and puhé vessel, it will then be women's work anddieih's play,
because the magistery may be done in one veskelwise, whosoever hath true Mercury, hath Elixéoabecause
Elixir is mortified Mercury, or fixed with the smedf the body, because the Dragon dieth not but Wis brother
and sister. Note likewise, that Mercury must altbgebe made of the body, that is, that fixed beenzolatile with
volatile, that is with pure Mercury. And it is ndelithat there be more of the volatile than of tixed, from double
to fivefold to sixfold unto tenfold, and no furthemd the more volatile parts there are, so muehrtore slowly are
they fixed, and the fixed is made volatile in tipase of one month. And note that, Elixir cannothbkess the body
and spirit pass through all the Elements. Thahigugh all natures of Elements, that first theyrba made earth,
afterwards air, that is vapour, thirdly water, dodrthly fire, for everything is called fire whidoth not fly the fire,
nor diminish nor consume in the fire.

He that will search out the secret of this Art mkredbw the first matter of our bodies, for otherwiseshall spend
his labour in vain.

The first matter of bodies is not common mercury, ibis an unctuous and moist vapour. For of tlwestthe
mineral stone is made, and of the unctuousnessiétallic body. For it is meet that the bodies bevested into



such an unctuous vapour, and in the conversiobahes are killed and the grain [seed] of the bisdyerthrown
with death and altogether mortified, and this iaelby the aid of our white and red water. And ustderd it, that
unless the grain of Corn, that is the grain oflibdy, be cast into the earth, that is into its fivater, which is an
unctuous vapour or the mercury of the wise menadide Philosophers, and such a vapour is calledtiown
Stone in the chapters of books, and the beginnitigeomatter of our operation, and unctuous sulmutirof which
the Fifth Essence is extracted, in the accomplistifivkercury tinctureth every body into Sol and Luaecording to
which way the Stone hath been finally preparedeNigewise, that although all ancient wise men tfhemy have
spoken many things and conclude of Salt, and beddey speak of the Soap of the Wise and the Kaysthutteth
and openeth and shutteth again and no man opeitétiutthis Key, they say that no man in this wardth come to
the perfection of this Science unless he know tcira Salt after its preparation. And they say thatust be in a
temperate place the space of three days, thaetiteofithe fire and the fumes may evaporate awayl.therefore |
conclude of this, that every good and perfect madiof Alchemy and Elixir or powder must be in manof Salt,
and be Salt itself, and have the virtue of Salieing of slow fusion and penetrating when castherbodies of
melted or fiery metals. And of this Geber warneshalhen he sayeth "It is necessary that the medignaf a more
speedy melting than Mercury, so that it may soonelt before the flight of Mercury, and that thesfimay not
consume nor destroy it, and then it is called fies#alt and incombustible oil, and the Soap oftise."

Note likewise, that the Salt of metals transmubércury into true Sol and Luna and thus the Sakmimals
transmuteth every animal into true temperance agubd complexion. The fire of dung is the agentsean the
work of the Digestion of our Stone, neither is fine of Balneo Maria of any force, although it beshtemperate in
the place thereof.

Alphidius: To decoct that in fire which | shall show untoehes to bury it in moist horse dung, because itieeof
wise men is moist and obscure, and it is warménstbcond degree and moist in the first degree pidgerty of this
fire is not to destroy oil that is the substanag,ibaugmenteth by reason of this temperate madar that heat
only is equal and temperate, and such is very sacgi the generation of that thing.

Geber: Because the fumes are most subtle and have neethpérate decoction, that they may be thickened in
themselves, according to the equality for tempednatg only, is the thickening of moistness andeuidn of
mixture, and not exceeding too far, for the genenatand procreations of natural things have beensitomed to
be done by most temperate and equal heat, as ¢hongeonly is moist and warm.

Hermes The Fourth Book of Treatises: It behoveth him who would enter into this art aedret wisdom to repel
the vice of arrogancy from him, and to become wintiand honest and profound in reason, courtedosnuen,
merry and pleasant of countenance, patient andieeeter of secrets. My Son, before all things Insalithee to
fear God, in whom the sight of thy disposition rémsaand the help of every thing sequestered flm®.t

Geber - The Book of Perfect Magistery: It is necessary for the Artificer of this sciertoebe most subtle of wit,
and to know and understand the natures of metdlshair generations, infirmities and imperfectiamsheir



minerals, before he can come to this Art. Let nokn@an come to search out this Art, being loadeth gibss and
dull wit, or being sparing or covetous in his exges) nor any man of double or variable mind, eitiver-happy or
captious, but the Son of Learning imbued with alsuind politic wit, sufficiently rich, bountifuhealthful, firm
and constant in his purpose, patient, gentle, Euffering and temperate.

Alphidius: Know, My Son, that thou canst not obtain this sceeuntil thou purify thy mind onto God, and tilb&
knoweth thee to have a staid and upright mind,thad he will make thee to reign and rule over tioeldv
Aristotle: If God knew there were a faithful mind in man,weuld then reveal this Secret unto him.

The Correction of the lgnorant: It is necessary for every Art to imitate the Sapénd to understand the nature
thereof, and thus art imitates his nature. Knowpignt man, that by Art nature itself is known aadnot be
amended, and of necessity the follower of naturstroome to a perfect end of the Secrets of theogdyhers.
Hermes and Geber: He which shall once bring this Art to a full eridhé should live a thousand years, and should
every day nourish four thousand men, yet he shoeNer want.

Senior: He is so rich which hath the stone whereof Eisimade, as he which hath fire may give fire to mhwe
will, when he will, and as much as he will withauty peril or want unto himself.

The Table of the Greater Science

First there is had in our Green Lion the true nmatiad of what colour it is, and is called Adrogzoth, or Duenech
virid.

In the second there is likewise had, as in thelttirapter, how bodies are dissolved into philostaitargent vive,
that is into water of our mercury, and it is made aew body.

In the fourth, the putrefaction of the philosophisread, which hath never been seen in our daykités called
Sulphur.

In the fifth, is had how the great part of this grais made black and feculent earth whereof albpbphers speak.
In the sixth, is had how that black earth stooth@abeginning above the water, and how by littlé kitie it hath
been drowned in the bottom of the vessel.

In the seventh, is had how that earth is dissohgain into water in the colour of oil, and theisitalled the Oil of
the Philosophers.

In the eighth, is had how the Dragon is born intdtéckness and is fed with his Mercury, and killeimself and is
drowned in it, and the water is somewhat whiteaed, that is Elixir.

In the ninth, is had how the water is wholly pwdifrom his blackness and remains the colour df,raihd many
colours appear in the blackness.

In the tenth, is had how those black clouds whienewn the vessel above the water, descendedhietoltody from
whence they came.

In the eleventh, is had how that ashes is made witst, like glistening marble, and that is WhitixE, and the
increase is ashes.

In the twelfth, is had how that whiteness is coteetinto redness like a ruby, and that is Red Elixi

And if thou wilt understand the whole work perfgcthen read one part after another and thou skalmiracles.

| have seen all these things in my days, evendd.ibn. | have not spoken of all things which appertaining and
necessary to this work because there are somesthinigh men may not speak of. And it is imposstbl&now this
art unless it be known of God, or of a Master whayrtouch Him. And know that this is a very long wtherefore
patience is necessary in this our magistery. Argatis common salt.

Rosarius. Common salt dissolveth gold and silver, and itraegteth redness in Gold and whiteness in Silvet,itan
changeth Copper from his corporality to spiritygland therewith are bodies calcined.

Light of Lights: If the omnipotent God had not created this sdixjirffcould not have been effected, and the study
of Alchemy had been but lost labour.

Note this, there are four Mercuries— Crude Merc@ublimed Mercury, Mercury of Magnesia, and Unctuous
Mercury. But Mercury is full of Luna: Mercury oféhPhilosophers, that is the substance in whicivieury of
the Philosophers is contained. And it is that whiakure hath but little worked and framed it intmatallic form,
and yet he hath left it imperfect. Thus we musertbat it is such a thing which is called the middf Ingression,
which is neither perfect nor altogether imperf@stcause, of nothing, nothing can be made, and beazature hath
not finished in it, therefore the workman may reslitdrom imperfection to perfection, by helpingue itself, and
that is called the Stone of Invisibleness, the Hatigne, the Blessed Thing.

Geber: Argent vive hath no adustion, therefore its punifyis a renewing of its earthiness and wateribggsolicy,
which if it be pure, it will coagulate that strehgif white Sulphur not burning, into Silver, andstls so excellent a
thing that by workmanship Elixir may be made dbit Silver, but if it be excellent red Sulphur ohature not
burning, then it is so notable a thing that Eliwir Gold may be made of it. Such Sulphur is oup8ut, and the
Sulphur of the Wise, and it is not found out abtheearth, unless it be extracted out of thesedsodi



Arnoldus: Sulphur which is hidden in Argent vive is a thigiging a golden form to that Argent vive by thetui
of the colour of his outward mineral Sulphur.

Avicenna: Such sulphur is not found on the earth, but tHatkvis in bodies, therefore let these bodies lx\su
prepared that we may have Sulphur on the eartlg f@arfect body by our magistery, helpeth and letingo pass an
imperfect thing, without the mixture of any oth&nesigth or foreign thing. For otherwise the Sulpbfiwhat kind
soever it be, will hinder the true melting, as ianifiest in Iron which melteth not, because it isWn to have fixed
Sulphur in it. And though it be not fixed but talkeight melting, yet it is hindred and burnt of five, and doth
evaporate away, as is manifest in Lead, and irr atifiem bodies. Therefore, common Sulphur is niothe truth of
our Art, nor of its perfection, because it hindréth perfect in all its operations.

Geber: Sulphur can never be fixed unless it be firstioald, and when it is calcined, it yieldeth no fusar
melting.

Senior: Sulphur and Arsenic are not the true medicindnisf inagistery, because they neither accomplistefiect
fully, as hath been sufficiently known of all thessser minerals.

Albertus: The property of Sulphur is to congeal Mercury &mfring it to pass or make it perfect with Mercuout
tincture only consisteth of two perfect bodies afuivhich those Sulphurs may be chosen.

The Philosopher: The foundation of this art is Sol and his shadow.

Morienus: Three forms suffice for the whole magistery tisatvhite fume, that is the first force, that is &y s
celestial water, and the Green Lion, which is tlopg2r of Hermes, and stinking water, which is tieehar of all
metals, of the which, by the which, and with thechhthe Philosophers prepare Elixir in the begignand the end.
Therefore conceal from no man these three fornisetgerfection thereof, but a fool handleth thigyisiery about
every other thing.

Hermes: Philosophy hath three parts, that is to say, ISoda and Mercury. Of those being joined togethethedr
Hermes knew how to make tincture.

Johannes of Aquino: He which knoweth not the destruction of Gold, aarknow the making thereof, by the
necessary course of nature, so that it is more teasyke Gold than to destroy it, but he who bétig\to bring
tincture to a wished end without those things, peateth blindly in practise, as an ass to his syfygeause the
body passeth not into the body, nor the spirit the spirit, for form receives neither impressidriasm, nor matter
of matter, because like hath no action nor pagsidis like, when no one of them is more worthyrttiae other,
because like hath no rule or government over like.

Aristotle: There is no true generation, but of things agige@imature, because the things are not done but
according to their nature, for the willow nevemugth forth pears, nor the bush good pomegranagéber can an
evil tree make good fruit.

The Philosopher: Our Mercury is converted into every nature or neguwith which it shall be joined or coupled.
The Philosopher: He who knows to destroy Gold, that it shall benmare Gold, attains to the greatest secret.
Another Philosopher: It is a hard thing for Gold to be destroyed, buatsirhard to be made. It is more easy to
destroy accidentally than essentially.

Gold is altogether Mercury, which is manifest bg theight thereof, and by the easy combination aff khercury.
Therefore, the total and radical intention of théldsophers is in it, for it hath obtained thesdugs and
excellencies, by the help of the celestial heatrantion of the planets, which by themselves is iggilae to
increase. But a workman if he begins this work, ra#gin to all these things in Mercury, by medaatand help of
the fire and by policy which is the abandoner obhuar.

Albertus: It is manifest that much quantity of Argent viethe cause of perfection in bodies, but much suwhity
is the cause of [im]perfection and corruption.

Euclides, (that most wise man): We should not work anything but in Sol and Mercjained together, of which the
Stone of the Philosophers consists. Of perfectiothing is made because it is already perfect,eabave an
example in bread. Leavened bread is perfect stéte and essence, and cometh to its last entlenedn more be
leavened by it, as it is in Gold. Pure Gold is lgiatuby the trial of the fire into a firm and fixéaddy, and it is
impossible for the Philosophers to ferment or I@samy more with it, unless the first matter of netee had, in
which Gold may be resolved into his first matterd anto the mingled elements. Let us thereforeg thiat matter
whereupon Gold shall be made, and by the help okmvanship be brought into the true ferment of Pddfzhers,
and by policy, we may change this into a perfebstance, or into the spirit of perfect bodies, \elfiere, ever many
Philosophers labouring herein are deceived, bedhegdeave off the work, where it should be beduge Sons of
Learning who hope to gather the fruit before itripe, and hope to mow before the harvest comes.

Another Philosopher: Of that which is perfect nothing can be done ode#ecause the perfect forms of things are
not changed in their nature but rather corrupteat. ™ a thing altogether imperfect, can any thiegnade
according to Art. The reason is because art candate the first dispositions but our Stone is ddté thing



between perfect and imperfect bodies, and whatraaself has begun, that is brought to perfectigrirt. And if
thou begin to work in Mercury itself, where nathiah left it imperfect, thou shall find perfectiand shall rejoice.
That which is perfect is not altered, but is coteg but an imperfect thing may be well alterederEffore, the
corruption of one thing is the generation of anothing.

Speculum: Our Stone must of necessity be extracted frorméttere of two bodies before the accomplishment of
the Elixir can be made of it, because it is neagstet Elixir be more purged and digested thandGwlSilver,
because it must convert it altogether from his digfied perfection, into the Gold or Silver of tHal®sophers,
which those cannot bring to pass. For if they sthgive of their perfection unto another, those wiaeimain
imperfect, by reason that they cannot tinct buhash as they show themselves. Because nothingwetitdut
according to its own whiteness, neither doth amgthmake red but according to its own redness. Aacefore,
according to this the works in our Stone are dtimeg, the tincture may be more bettered in it thraitsi nature, and
that the Elixir may be made according to the alfggd wise men, of clear forms, treacle, mediciueg purgation
of all bodies, to be purged and transformed inte Silver and Gold.

Hermes: There is the conjunction of two bodies made, amsinecessary in our magistery, and if but oneusftwo
bodies only should be in our Stone, it would neyige tincture by any means.

Therefore the Philosopher sayeth, "The wind hathiezhhim in his belly", wherefore it is manifesite wind is the
air, and the air is the Life, and the Life is thmu§ that is, oil and water.

Arnoldus: Trial declares the orders between the mean qyanitthe fire, because in the Dissolving, the &rould
be light always, in the Sublimation mean, in the@gation temperate, continual in the Whitening] atmong in

the Rubification. But if thou err ignorantly in te points, thou will often bewail thy hard hap Kpand lost
Labour. Therefore it is necessary that you diligeftilow the work because Art is helped by Polieynd likewise
Policy by Art, give attendance to the accomplishiwetly and let other things pass.

St. Thomas of Aquinas: The matter of the Stone is a thick water, buthtéat or cold, is the agent congealing that
water. And assure yourself that the stones whiokged from Animals, are much more precious thaarattones.
Light of Lights: No kind of stones can be prepared without Duentheh(Green and liquid, because it is of a force
and engendered in our minerals.

Rasis. My Son, behold the most highest worldly things etthare from the right hand and the left hand, asuead
thither where our Stone is found, and in that mawmivhich bringeth forth all kind of Sulphurs arithpes and
likewise minerals.

Malchamech: The Stone which is necessary in this work is tifiag having life. You shall find this Stone
everywhere, in plains, mountains and in waters,kastt the poor and the rich have it. It is mostaghand most
dear, it increaseth of flask and blood, and mostipus to the man who hath it and knoweth it.

The Philosopher s have said, that our Stone is of a spirit, soul laodly, and they say the truth, for they have called
the imperfect body-a body, ferment - the soul, watkr- the spirit. And they have truly called thea) for the
imperfect body by itself is a grievous body, weall dead; water is the spirit purging the body, mgkt subtle and
white; ferment is the soul which giveth life to tineperfect body, which life it had not before arriheth it into a
better form. The body is Venus and the woman; #het$s Mercury and the man; the soul is Sol anth&. The
Body must melt into his first matter which is Mergu

Morienus: Our Mercury is not had but out of melted bodiest, with common liquefaction but only with that whic
endureth till the man and wife be associated aiftgdiim true matrimony and this even unto whiteness



Morienus: Take phlegmatic and choleric blood and grind themnti] the blood be made tincturing heaven.
Hermes: Understand, you sons of wisdom, that this precitosie crieth out saying, defend me and | will ddfe
thee, give me my right that | may help thee, fokiSonine and the beams thereof are my inward phausLuna is
proper to me, and my light excelleth all light, ang goods are higher than all goods. | give muchea$ and
delights to men desiring them, and when | seek aftgthing they acknowledge it, | make them underdtand |
cause them to possess divine strength. | engeigthértbut my nature is darkness. Unless my metalilshbe dry,
all bodies have need of me, because | moisten thblot out their rustiness and extract their sabse.Therefore |
and my son being joined together, there can bangthade more better nor more honourable in thelewvorld.

Rosarium Philosophorum (part 2)

Back to Rosarium page

The Disposition of the Vessdl fit for our work
According to thetradition of one Ferrarius by name.

Make a round glass vessel and let the bottom laesafiall quantity in the manner of a little dishgd amthe middle
thereof, let there be a brim with an earthen gioileing encompassing it about, and let a round bebuilt upon
that girdle equally distant from the wall of theeBhof the thickness of the cover of that shalltlsat in this distance
the wall of the cover may fall largely without athyusting down, but let the height of this walldecording to the
height of the wall of the shell, or somewhat moréess. Let there be two covers made accordingegareasure of
this hollowness and let the length be equal andbteadth of two great hands, and the shape of btem like a
pyramid. And in the heads of them let there be @gyoal holes, that the one may be in the one andthig in the
other into both which a hen's feather may fall, thetwhole intention of the vessel is that the cdkereof may be
removed according to the will of the workman. Thedal intention concerning this is that the lowelow place
with its brims, enter into its cover even to thaldie.

Hermes. The Dragon dieth not unless he be killed with histBer and Sister, not by one only, but by bottetbgr,

that is by Sol and Luna.

The Philosopher: Mercury never dieth unless he be killed by histBeo and Sister, that is, we must congeal it with
Sol and Luna.

Note that, the Dragon is Argent vive, extractedafutodies, having a body in himself, a soul arspiait.
Whereupon he saith, "The Dragon dieth not but wighBrother and Sister", that is with Sol and Luwhijch is
extracted Sulphur, having in itself the nature @fisture and coldness by reason of Luna. The Dragmwith
them - that is, Argent vive extracted from thoseibs in the beginning, which is the Permanent Watt¢ne
Philosophers, which is made after the putrefactiot separation of the elements, and the waterwiteis called
Stinking Water.

Bonellus: The Copper which before | spoke of is neither ppr common tin, but it is our true work, becaitise
must be mingled with the body of Magnesia thatatyrbe decocted and grinded with aqua vitae, uri i
destroyed. But you Sons of Learning, you must hmaueh water, and that continually, until you have ipby parts
and that the greatest part of the earth be disdolve

Avicenna: That which is spiritual, ascendeth upwards ini&gsel, but that which is thick and gross, remaéinet
downwards in the vessel, and unless you deal Wwétbbdy in this sort, until the water will not béngled with it,
or be received of the earth, you shall but lose Yalour. Therefore, unless you turn all into ¢pal powder, you
have not yet contrived it, i.e. grinded it, andttivhich you do in the white body do likewise in tteel, because this
medicine is

Of the Salt of the Philosophers

There are three Stones and three Salts, of whekwhole magistery consists, that is to say Mindtkint and
Animal, and there are three waters, that is of &dlLuna, and of Mercury. Mercury is an Mineral,Haua plant,
because it receiveth in itself two Colours, Whitehand Redness, and Sol is an Animal becauseeitetie three
things, that is, Constriction, Whiteness, and Redn&nd Sol is called the Great Animal, and Sathdmiac is
made of it; and Luna is called a Plant and Salbhlis made of it, but Mercury is called the mine8tone and
common Salt is made of it. Likewise when the Plufd®ers saw the substance of this Art dissolved, thdled it
Salt Armoniac, and when it was putrefied they saidStone was base, and is found on a dunghill pgenaly have
dug and laboured in the dunghill and have foundiingt And when it is converted into water, thentbpbor and
rich have it, and it is found in every place, ag ime, and in every thing, although the searcliggravates the



searcher. And when it was white, they called itehis, and by the name of every white thing, and ¥lsgin's

Milk, and when it was red they called it Sulphwagihth and Blood, and by the name of every redythin

Gratianus: Ashes may be made of every thing, and of those#sBalt may be made, and of that Salt may water be
made, and of that water is Mercury made, and dfNtexcury by divers operations is Sol made.

Arnoldus: Truly this ash wants to melt, which moreover itega favourably in order that it may tinct, meltiog
liquefaction is added to it, or else sweat by someans is delivered of the Philosophers. Therefohat means is
that? Is it in dissolving the waters? Surely negduse the Philosophers respect not the watersthedmoistures
sticking to that which is touched.

The Philosopher: Whosoever will alter and change bodies and sgndt® their nature, must first reduce them to
the natures of Salts and Alums, otherwise it woll be done and then it dissolveth them.

The Philosopher: Salts and Alums are those which are made in ouk.wo

Arnold: He that hath fusible salt and incombustible eif,Him praise God.

Avicenna: If thou wilt be rich, prepare Salts until they [ngre water, because Salts are converted into $yifite.
Salts are the root of our work.

Hermes: All Salts of what kind so ever, are contrary to Aut, except the Salt of our Lunaria.

The Philosopher: The Salt of metal dissolves Mercury in pure wateder dung and that mixture being coagulated
will be a perfect medicine.

Note that, all Salts well prepared return to theureaof Salt Armoniac, and the whole secret isimmon salt well
prepared. Note that the Roman Vitriol hath the reati the Stone of Metals, and it is hot and dikelvise, Alum
seems to be coagulated Mercury, but it goeth framabcomplishment, hot and moist and it is calletllike of one
that is Mercury. Therefore, he that knoweth Satt e Solution thereof, knoweth likewise the hiddenret of the
Ancient wise men. Therefore, set thy mind on Sadt eogitate on nothing else, for in that only thiesce and
greatest secret of all the Ancient Philosophetgdden.
Conjunction or Coupling

O Luna, by means of my embracing and sweet kisses,
Thou art made beautiful, strong and mighty like as.
O Sol, thou art to be preferred before all light,
But yet thou needest me, as the cock does the hen.
Arideusin aVision
Join therefore thy son Gabrick, best beloved of twmong all thy sons, with his sister Beya, wha figir, sweet and
tender damsel. Gabrick is the man and Beya the wowiao gives him all that is hers.
0 blessed Nature, and blessed is thy operatiomusecout of an imperfect thing thou makest a petifiéeg.
Therefore, thou must not take that nature unless, glean, raw, pleasant, earthy and right anldoifitdo otherwise
it will not bring forth anything, so that no contyathing enter in with our Stone and put nothing that only. Join
therefore our ferment with his sweet sister ang thidl beget a son between them, who shall notikeshis parents.
And although Gabrick is made more dear to Beyathere is no generation made without Gabrick, lier¢oupling
of Gabrick with Beya is presently dead. For Beyeeasgeth above Gabrick and includes him in her wbedause
nothing at all can be seen of him. And she embha@atbrick with so great a love that she hath caeckehim
wholly in his nature and divided him into insepdeaparts.
Masculinus:
Conception changeth the blood, which before waswasre milk.
The pale things wax black, the red diffused thisigine.



The white woman, if she be married to the red man,
presently they embrace, and embracing are coupled.
By themselves they are dissolved and by themséhegsare brought together,
that they which were two, may be made as it weeekmdy.

Mary the sister of M oses. Join Gum with Gum in true matrimony and make th&arunning water.
Astanus: Spirits are not joined unto bodies until they leefectly purified, and great miracles appear inttbar of
conjunction, for then the imperfect body is colalwth a firm colour with the help of the fermefmtis ferment is
the soul of the imperfect body, and the spirit lig help of the soul, is conjoined and knit to tbeyand is turned
together with it into the colour of ferment, andrniade one with them.

Basius: In a perfect magistery, stones do not receive siebras by course, unless either of them be firsfied.

For the body does not receive the spirit, nor fiigtghe body, so that spiritual may be made cogpg or corporeal
spiritual, unless they be first perfectly purgeahfrall filthiness.

0 Sol, thou hast need of me, as the hen hath rfabd oock, and | have need of thy work.

Alexander in the Secrets of Nature: Know that no son is born but of man and woman.

Hermesin his Second Treatise: Know this, my Son, that unless a man know how #orynand to make pregnant
and to engender forms, there can be nothing domeif Be shall do this, he shall be of great dignit

Rosinus. The secret of the art of gold consists of the araghwoman, because the woman receiving the stredfigth
the man rejoiceth because the woman is strengthandte man.

Alphidius: Son, by the faith of the glorious God, complexi®of Complexion, between two lights, male and
female, and then they embrace themselves and ctagséher, and a perfect light is begotten betwhem, which
there is no light like through the whole world.

Senior: Of two waters make one water, if you understaredéehtwo words, all the Regimen will be under yaert f
Rosarius. It behoveth thee to have two waters, the one isevidut the other is red. This is that water in ethihe
powers of the whiteness and redness are gathegethéo.

Hali: Take a whelp dog, and a whelp bitch of Armenia them both together, and both these will bringHdo
thee a dog whelp of an heavenly colour, and thaéb preserve thee in thy house from the begigrimthis
world, and in another world.

Senior: The red ferment hath married a white wife, anth&ir conjunction the wife being great with chitdth
brought forth a son which in all things hath preedrhis Parents, and is more bright and glorious.

Rosinus: This Stone is a Key, for without it nothing is @oi®ur Stone is a most strong spirit to which bediee
not mingled, until it be dissolved, and if | showgl! it by its true name, the ignorant would netiéve it were so.
Arnoldus: Thou that desireth to search out the secret sfAm, must of necessity know the first matter adtats,
for otherwise thou shalt but spend thy labour imva

Rosinus: We use true nature because nature does not araemé runless it be into his own nature. Therefaee
principal Stones of Philosophers. That is mineaalmal, and vegetable. A mineral Stone, a vegetatdae, and an
animal Stone, three in name but one in essence.

The Spirit is double, that is tincturing and prepgr

Albertus: The spirit preparing, dissolveth copper and exétadt out of the body of Magnesia, and reduceth i
again to its body.

Senior: It is the preparer and extractor of the Soul fitmbody, and bringeth it again to its body. Theting spirit
is called the Fifth Essence, which is strengtha@asdul standing and penetrating.

Liber Trium Verborum: It behoveth thee to extract the fifth essencegrtise thou labourest in vain, and this
without doubt cannot be done without water.

But the second Spirit is without the body and ibfi& watery nature and it is a tincturing bodylixir.

Turba: But this man is the body and this woman is theitspi

Arnoldus: The spirit is not altered of the body so that #yntose its spiritual virtue, but every body isad#td and
tinctured of the spirits.

Aristotle: Note therefore the words and mark the mysteriesalbise the spirit which dissolves the white fotlate
earth, doth not hold any of them fixed, unless gossess it with that body of which it was prepaneithe
beginning. Permanent or Perpetual Water, or thé sfiwine, is called the water of the body, tismtvhen the body
is reduced into Mercury. Likewise without permanemater nothing is done. It is also called WateL.ifé.

The Philosopher: | protest by the God of Heaven, that the Art ithitgy else than to dissolve a Stone, and always
to coagulate it, and again with the spirit of wordy, you may make perfect Elixir.

The Water of the Philosophers is called the VestElermes of which the Philosophers have writtédl theans
are made in our water - that is; Sublimation, Daion, Solution, Calcination, Fixation, are danehis foresaid
water, as it were in an artificial vessel, whiclthie greatest Secret". And water is the weightisEmen, therefore,



water and fire suffice thee for the whole work. Quater is stronger than fire because it makes & syirit of a
body of gold, which fire cannot do, and fire is@spect to it as it were water in respect to ounroon fire.
Therefore, the Philosopher says, ' Burn our copparmost strong fire.'
Aristotle in the Regimen of Princes says unto Afeder concerning the four elements: When you havenyvtnat is
Mercury of the Air, that is of the Stone and Airkife, that is Spirit of Mercury and fire that isekéury of the
Earth, that is of Luna, then you shall have thefalty.
The Philosopher: Our Stone passeth into the earth, the earth ngtaviater, the water into the air, the air into the
fire, and there is its standing. The white workasnpiled of three elements, in which fire is nbattis three weights
of earth, two of water and one of air. But for Hliaf Sol - put two parts of earth, three of watnd one and a half
of air and of fire, and that is red ferment.
Rasisin his Great Book of Precepts. Whosoever is ignorant in the weight let him ndxdar in our books, because
the Philosophers have concealed nothing but thésgst
The Turba: Our contrition or grinding is not done with thenkia, but with most strong decoction.
Calidus: A lesser fire grindeth all things.
Note, there is a difference between the elementlzatdvhich is Elementated, and the Fifth Essefibe.Element is
the first thing of compoundable matters, from wheeneither earth, nor water, nor air, nor fire guae element and
simple with us, because they are mingled betweamsklves by course and especially - in that paerevthey
conjoin. But the Fifth Essence is a body standinggelf and differing from all Elements and frohirtgs
Elementated, as well in matter as in form, and @l iw nature as in virtue, not having the causeafuption in
itself. And it is called the Fifth Essence, therefdecause it is extracted out of all Element#ted)s, wherefore
there is no elemental motion in it as in other Eatal Bodies. The Stone therefore is called evergthecause it
hath in itself and of itself every necessary thafigs own perfection. It is found in every placgreason of the
participation of the Elements. It is called byrsimes because of the worthy and miraculous vasietplours of its
nature. Most base and cheap by putrefaction, arel dear by virtue. This is the hidden and Secregidary of the
Philosophers. Our Stone is called one thing wherstlbstances of the body and water are prepareparebly, so
that one of them cannot be separated from andfherStone is said to be of a combustible matterMectury is
only a Spirit incombustible and coppery, and thareit is meet that it be in the magistery. Likeayithe Stone
which the Philosophers seek, in which the firstredats of minerals are, tincture and calx, soul gpidt with the
body fixed and volatile. And it is not every Mergubut it is that above which nature hath determhiner first
operations into a metallic nature, and hath ldfnjperfect. But if you extract this Stone from thiaing in which it is
found, and shall begin to work about it to perfeatiby beginning in that place where nature hdtttlenperfect,
you shall find perfection in it and shall rejoice.
Argent vive of itself is of no force, but whendtmortified with its hidden body, then it is of éerand liveth with an
incorruptible life. This body is of the nature ajlStherefore of necessity it must convert all Argeive into the
nature of Sol, as leaven converts the whole lumgiooyh into the nature of leaven, but not on theremy, because
always that which is ruled is transported to thhatol is ruling.
Our Stone is named of all the Philosophers - Mgrowhich is not born as many think but extractetiafia body.
The Stone of Philosophers is of three things, ithaf Sol, Luna and Mercury, that is make Mercuigol and Luna
in his essence without common Mercury, but by thiéopophical way.
This Stone is but one stone in the whole world, lsadhat in the beginning of his work shall ermfrthis one, doth
altogether lose his labour. In the whole world ¢hisrnot any other thing necessary in our workdmly this Stone.
Arnoldus says Sol and Luna are in our Stone irugignd power and in all nature, if this were nohaiher Sol nor
Luna would be made thereof, because the Sol and lruour Stone are better than the common in theeaf
them, and because Sol and Luna are alone in OneSamd the vulgar are dead in respect of Sol ama. L
Therefore the Philosophers have named that Stahe@n8 Luna by course, because they are in it piatnand not
visibly, but in virtue and essence. Wherefore Hexiseeys, "Our Stone crieth saying, 'Son, help me avilll help
thee."

Conception or Putrefaction



Here lie the King and Queen dead.
The Soul is separated with great grief.
Aristotlethe King and Philosopher: | never saw any thing that had life to grow antréase without putrefaction,
and vain would be the work of Alchemy be, unlessdte putrefied.
Morienus: This earth is purified and cleansed with his watdrich when it shall be cleansed, by the help ofl G
the whole work shall be effected.
Par menides the Philosopher: Unless the body be spoiled and putrefied and bgarted into a substantial
substance, then cannot that hidden virtue be d@gttawr mingled with the body.
Bacchusthe Philosopher: When natures are corrupted and putrefied thenehggnder.
Plato the Philosopher: We have an example in an egg, which first putsedied then a chicken is engendered,
which after it is wholly corrupted, it becomes iy creature.
Note, that without corruption there can no generalie made. Study therefore in putrefaction, ferabrruption of
the one is the generation of the other.
Hermes: The second degree is to putrefy and grind, theeefee disposition thereof is first to make it lamnd to
putrefy it.
Plato: The first regimen of Saturn is to putrefy and tt pto Sol, but the composition is of four nights
Democritus: Be neither too quick or too slow in putrefying tivel and the bodies plated and joined together,
attend in your work and you shall profit in it.
Rosinusto Euthiaca: Take a living creature of the Sea, dry it and giytit.
Morienus: No enervating nor engendering is done but afténrefaction, but if putrefaction be not, it cannet b
dissolved, and if it be not dissolved it will beobght to nothing.
Morienus: Our Stone is a confection of the magistery itaeld is likened in order to the creation of man tifer
first thing is Coupling, the second Conception, tthied Pregnation, the fourth Rising, and the fikburishment.
Dear brother, understand these words of Moriendsttaou shalt not err in the truth. Therefore oggneyes and
behold the sperm of the Philosophers is quick watatrthe earth is the imperfect body. This eastivarthily called
mother because it is the mother of all the eleméehésefore when the sperm is conjoined with théheaf the
imperfect body, then it is called Coupling. Forrtiibe earth of the body is dissolved into the wafesperm, and it
is made one water without division.
Hali: Solution and Coagulation of the body are two thibgt they have one operation, because the spinitti
coagulated, but with the solution of the body; Ineitis the body dissolved, but with the coagulatibthe spirit;
and the body and soul, when they are conjoinedy ebthem goes unto his like. An example - whenews joined
to earth, the water with his moisture and virtudesavoureth to dissolve the earth, for it makesatarsubtle than it
was before, and likewise makes it like unto itsefcause water is more subtle than earth. So thelseth the like
in the body, and in the same way the water is #riekl with the earth, and becometh like thickenethgbecause
the earth is thicker than the water, thereforegl®no difference between the solution of the baaly the
coagulation of the spirit nor any contrary worlkeither if them; so that the one may be done withiogitother, as
there is no contrary part of time between the watef the earth in their conjunction, that the orey tme known or
separated from the other in their conjunctions @perations. As the sperm of the man is not sephfaten the
sperm of the woman in the hour of their couplinyg go there is one form of them, one deed, onalandelf same
operation at once of them both.
Merculinus:
He calleth the mixture of things
Coupling and engendering.



The seeds are mingled
As it were milk which seems to be mixed.
The second is Conception, when the earth is dieddivto black powder and begins a little to retdigrcury with
him, for there the male works in the female, tkaAzoth in Earth.
Aristeus. Males engender not by course, neither do femalaseive, for the generation is of males and femaeks
especially of the compound.
For nature rejoices and true generation is madédynales marrying the females, but nature beimggbto a
foreign foolish nature, does engender no truthpefs.
Merculinus:
Conception, changes the blood
Which was as it were milk
The pale things wax black
And the red diffuse things shine.
Arnoldus: Every colour will appear after blackness, and whaou see thy matter to wax black, then rejoice
because it is the beginning of the work.

Arnoldus: Burn our Copper in a soft fire like the hatchirfgeggs, until the body be made and the tincture
extracted, but you must not extract it out altogetbut let it come forth all the day by little alitle, until in a long
time it be filled.
| am black of white, and red of white, and yellofsred, and certainly | speak the truth, and lie Aatd know this,
that a Crow is head of this Art, which in the darks of the night, and in the brightness of thefliey without
wings. For the colouration is taken of a bitternebgch is in her throat, and redness is taken obloely, and pure
water is taken of her back. Understand thereftwegtft of God and receive it and conceal it frdva simple and
ignorant, for it hath been concealed.
Concerning the dens and caverns of the metal$§tthee whereof is miraculous and animal, a brighdwroon high
mountain and and open sea. And we must confes@thia philosophical Stone after true mundificattbe
greatest part is Argent vive and for this cause fitot burnt but by accident. But all this is ddoyenature, and it is
not to be believed that this is possible to be done/orkmanship, as diverse ignorant persons heawvght. And do
think for the philosophical stone is found creatgd\ature, and through the highest God it wanthingtmore,
than that may be removed which is superfluous. ifitierefore let that matter be prepared and le¢tthéch is pure
be chosen out of it, and let that which is earbdyemoved from it.
Tudianus: Know that our coppery and volatile stone is inthisnifest cold and moist, and in his secret warth an
dry. And that coldness and moistness which is inifeat, is a watery fume corrupting and making kjac
destroying itself and all things, and flying frohetfire. And the heat and dryness, which is inete¢s warm and
dry gold, and it is a most pure oil penetrativéadies and not fugitive, because the heat and dsyoAlchemy
tingeth and nothing else. Cause therefore the esikland watery moisture, which is in manifestgdilte unto the
heat and dryness, which is in secret, that they agmge together and be conjoined, and be made atld
penetrating and tincting, but it is meet those towés be destroyed by the fire, and by the degrbte fire, with
gentle temperament and moderate digestion.
The philosophical putrefaction is nothing else &abrruption and destruction of bodies. For onenfbeing
destroyed, nature presently brings into it anotben, more better and subtle. Putrefaction is #maesthing that
fraction of filthiness is. For by putrefaction eyehing is digested, and fraction is made betwéan which is filthy,
that which stinks, and that which is pure and cléam a pure and clean body being putrefied dothediately
grow and increase, as is manifest in a grain af,oehich after it has stood many days under th¢ diethe earth,
then it beginneth to swell, and that which is pgr@ws out of it and multiplies, but that which isHy and naught,
vanishes away. Therefore putrefaction is also reazgsn our work, by reason of the aforesaid causes
Conception and desponsation are done in rotteringlse bottom of the vessel, and the generatidhiofys
begotten shall be done in the air, that is in thadhof the vessel, that is of an alembic. The htwys nothing but
putrefy, and cannot be putrefied but by Mercurytréfaction may be made with a most soft fire of glumarm and
moist, and with no other, so that nothing may adc&ecause if anything should ascend, a separafiparts would
be made, which should not be done until the manwardan be perfectly joined, and one receives amoiifes sign
is in the sight of the perfect solution, and althloAzoth appears white in the first mixtion and joowction, by
reason the woman overcometh with her colour, nbess in putrefaction, by the benefit of the firey are both
made black by the fire increasing in moist, it plig's the colour black, which is tincture, and #fere to be kept a
great secret.
The nature of Gold being putrefied in strong waterels all natures therefore in the making of tten&, it is to be
noted that no stone excelleth the mineral stongrine.



The Philosopher: Make a round circle of the Man and Woman, and dratwof it a quadrangle, and out of the
guadrangle a triangle, make a round circle, and #ialt have the Stone of the Philosophers.

Geber provesin hisbook of Trialsthat if Sol and Luna are incorporated togetheAkty they will not easily be
separated, and so the one converteth the otheausethe one is dry and the other is moist, amrd tife one hath
taken the other, they embrace themselves with suiohg knitting and hold themselves so fast, thatane can
hardly be plucked from the other. This would be mawre stronger if one of them were spiritual, feahedicinal,
and so tangible by reason of his spiritualnessd@o(old in act and in matter, but if it were #pialised, then is
made of act - power, and of matter - form and thfiag done - a thing doing, of a woman - a man, @fral thing
born - a thing bearing. Therefore, since thereisnatter of Gold, no Gold which was not first Silaes the
Philosopher says, if therefore such a form be bilethis matter, that is to Luna, surely they wwithst desirously
embrace themselves and make that which is therésct more perfect, and this is done naturalty amicably,
because every nature desires to be perfect anthiiptabhors to be destroyed.

Avicenna: The intention of labourers in this Art, yea rattiez intention of the Art itself, according to thessibility
of the nature of things, is that the matter of thieg may put on the form and nature of anotherghi

Verbi Gratia: Copper is to put on the nature and form of Sileer.ead is to put on the nature and form of Gold,
and so likewise of all other metals. For since fasrthe nature of everything, then any thing belagpoiled of his
form, and another form brought to it, | doubt wreatthe nature of it be changed from its form. Wietbarefore,
that the name of Alchemy in Greek signifies Trantion and thereupon we say that Alchemy is thexkadge
and science of transmuting things from their foemd shapes according to how the forms of thingsliaided.
The Extraction or Impregnation of the Soul

Here the Four Elements are separated,
And the Soul is most subtly severed from the Body.
Of Blackness
Hermes (in his second treatise): Know my Son, that this our Stone of many namesdivetse colours is ordained
and compounded of four Elements, which we mustdeiand cut into members and more straightly secptest
them and mortify the parts and turn them into tfeitire which is in them. We must keep the waterfaiad
dwelling in them, which is of four Elements, and mast contain those waters with his water, evérvkre not
water but a fiery form of true water ascendinghie vessel, which contains the spirits in the bodies makes them
tingeing and permanent.
Sorin: Take of it little and little, divide the whole,igd it earnestly, until it be possessed with destthe intensity
of blackness like dust. This therefore is greatgigsn searching out of which many men have pedstand
afterwards thou shalt discern every thing separatedi grind them diligently.
Hermes: We must mortify two Argent vives at once. Take inein thereof, and grind it in most sharp vinegiain
children's urine until it be obscured. This beirgéd it liveth in putrefaction, and the thick clouslsich were upon
it and in his body before he was mortified, areimeed, and this being begun again as | have writtemay again be
mortified as before. But we must sequestrate inftavo sulphurs and decoct it continuously, till thater be made
black. He therefore that maketh earth black statieto his purpose and it shall go well with him.
Arnoldus. When the first is black we say it is the Key o WWork, because it is not done without blackness.



Speculum: Therefore my dear Son, when thou art in thy wek that in the beginning thou have black coloud, an
then assure thyself that thou putrefieth and praetein the right way.

0 blessed is nature, and blessed is thy operdiemguse of imperfection thou makest perfect witk putrefaction,
which is black and obscure. Afterwards thou maklestrse new things to spring up, and with thy gresss thou
cause divers colours to appear. That blacknesaledoearth, which is reiterated so often with tighcoction, until
the blackness remains alone, and so you have twoegits. The first water by itself, and then eaftivater.
Avicennain hisbook of Moistures: The agent heat in a moist body doth first engebtikness, as we may see in
Calx, which is made by the common sort.

Menabdes: | will that posterity makes bodies no bodies ssdiution, and to make no bodies bodies by pleasant
decoction. Wherein we must take great heed thatghi# be not converted into fume and vanish awapvermuch
fire.

Maria: Keep it and be careful that none of it fly intorfe, and let the nature of the fire be accordinidp¢cheat of
the Sun in July, until the water be thickened dmdarth made black, by the long decoction the®otherefore
thou hast another element which is earth, and feiffice thee for blackness.

Stephianus: Open thy eyes and thy heart, hearken and unddrktiaiti show and speak unto thee words that are to
be understood, if thou be one of them which shoulderstand. Know this, that from man nothing confietth but
man, and so of every animal the like engenderetwvbisee some things engendered of their roote tmbke one
to another, because we see some things that hags ta be engendered of things that have no wiigssee and
know also some things that we know not of what rat@meth forth, although we know it sufficeth list cannot
give any reason for it, because they are dark amidynd and perhaps hidden underneath the earthkAow that
of that mineral nature the Art is made and of nugtelse.

Avicenna: Know therefore the mineral root, making your wofkhem.

Aristotlein his second Book of the Soul: It is a most natural and perfect work to engetiterto like, as a plant to
engender a plant, and a goat to engender a goat.

Aristotle: The work of the Art of Alchemy would not profit itself, unless we know the apparent natures withou
error.

Hermes: 0, Water remaining in form, the creatress of tgd® Elements. 0, Nature the chief creatress afreat
which contains Nature and meanly overcometh by gatuhich cometh with light, and is begotten witjht.

Out of the Lucidary of Arnoldus

Some men have said that all the colours which neagidvised in the world do appear in the work ofStene, but
that is the deceit of the Philosophers. For thppear but four principal colours, and becausehalldather colours
draw their original out of them, therefore theyledlthem all colours, and although all colours dbappear to thee
yet care not so long as thou mayest segregatdetimepts. For yellowness signifies burnt choler fared Redness
signifies blood and air. Whiteness, phlegm and w&kckness melancholy and earth. Whereupon Hamtid says
there are four Elements, having four colours armukthat the aforesaid colours appear in our disswsiu

I demand in what time this blessed Stone may beeirtadvhich it is answered as a certain authoruisefe
Philosopher witnesses, that his magistery washfgdsn eight days, and that another did it in sedagys, and
another in three months, and some in four montits,same in half a year, and some in the spacewiode year,
and Maria says she did it in three days. To tsisyl that the cause of diversity, that is of shadrend length of
time, might be defect in the virtue of the wateMsdrcury or because it worketh of Sol and Luna. Aodhe of the
Philosophers added more and some less. But Saki$ &nd not flying, and with that only did they rko
Whereupon, for his impotency of fixion and impatigmof fire when it was mingled with Sol by meltingcaused it
to ascend for a great part. And when it did asceadhey called it water and a soul and a spaitirg) that their
water was not common water nor water of Mercuryd Aren the earth remained in the bottom, then tadyiced
that water above the body and made it again tonddoe virtue of the fire, and they mingled it agaiith earth,

until they carried out the earth with them in tHe#ly. "The wind carried him in his belly." Theosé of necessity
they must have a great quantity of the aforesaigmwand then the spirit was fixed in the body,réfere they
began that subliming again until all the whole ramad fixed and that which was weak ascended. Trastie
spirit fixed in the body, and Luna was incorporatedol and commixed by the least, and so the tiparaas
finished. Whereupon the aforesaid diversity in vimgkmight be in adding too much of the fixed bod &oo little
of the body not fixed, and because there was noé mbthe unfixed body, therefore it ascended tuner, and
when there was more of the fixed then it ascendei rsiowly.

But what say you of this? The Philosophers sayplaifOur Gold is not the common Gold, and our &ilnot
common Silver". | say that they call water Gold dgse it ascendeth to higher things by the virtubefire, and in
truth that Gold is not common Gold, for the comnp@ople would not believe that it could ascend ghér matters
by reason of its fixedness. Know moreover that suatanner hath been accustomed of the Philosopeets,halt



and dissemble in a most plain way, and to hidentater that is spoken of, by figures and parabhessmmetimes
by metaphorical words and sometimes by false aaamge practise in way of similitudes.
Geber: Wheresoever we have spoken plainly, there we bpgken nothing, but where we have used riddles and
figures, there we have hidden the truth.
Metrista: Salts and Alums are not the Stone but helperseoStone. He that hath not tasted of the Savotlreof
Salt shall never come to the wished ferment of &nts, for it fermenteth finitely by excellency, us the superior
as is the inferior.
Burn in water, wash in fire.
Decoct, recoct and decoct again.
Often times make moist and always coagulate.
Kill the quick and revive again and raise from tead.
And thou shalt have truly which thou seekest,
If thou know the Regimen of the fire,
Mercury and fire are sufficient for thee.
If thou Our Copper well do know
All the other things thou mayest let go.
Out of an Ancient little book - Hortulanus upon the Epistle of Hermes: He only that knows how to make the
Philosophers Stone understandeth their words comzethe Philosophers Stone. For the Philosopheve h
manifestly endeavoured to make this Art known ®worthy and to conceal it from the unworthy. Actisey
always speak truth of the virtue of intention bat af the virtue of speech. And so they say théoBbphers Stone
to be made of an egg, because there are threestinirag egg, which are like to three things whickkenperfect the
Stone. Hermes says, "Sol is its father and Lutita imother"”, and thus he granteth that two thingsreinto the
composition of the Stone, and that Hortulanus psdexause the water of Sol is volatile and his ey, and in
the contrary way with Luna. And then these wordskep by Geber and other philosophers are declana#té
fixed volatile, and volatile fixed, and fixed valat'. For they persuade that there is manifesttawiybecause the
whole work consists in Solution. Likewise when hgssthat it is superior and inferior, hereby supreis
understood the worthier and inferior the unworthikat one may be made of those three or thatlong thay be
made of Sol and Luna whose parts are equal. Agdctimjunction is called the Sublimation of the Bédlphers, and
Sublimation is called Exaltation, or Dignificatiomecause Luna and Mercury are dignified. For wheioblis made
in so great dignity, then Luna is as Sol and Merclikewise when fixation is made which is callée tdead body,
then Sol is as base as Mercury.
Likewise, the Stone is said to have four Elementéch Arnoldus expoundeth. Because when solutiondde then
water is called one element, and when the bodyjmiie, the earth is called the second elementyduath the earth
is calcined, it is called fire, and when the Stamagain dissolved it is called air.
Likewise the Stone is said to have body, soul quidt sBy the body we understand the impure bodwas said
before, by the soul is understood the ferment,anthe spirit which hath its being in projectioniatis called by
another name, Fifth Essence, which this compostéing gotten, it has the true virtue of converting
Likewise the aforesaid Stone is called Rebis, ihane thing which is made of two things, thatfibedy and spirit,
or of Sol and Luna of a body purified and fermented
Likewise it is called a Stone found in every pldoecause of the true composition, when Sol, LubMercury are
conjoined together, the virtue of the Stone is Whitirough the world, in mountains and plains, tisah bodies and
Mercury, and in the Sea, that is in dissolved watad flying things take help and nourishment of liings flying
are quick Mercury and imperfect bodies which amevested into Sol and Luna, and it is called Scarthat is
poison, because it mortifies itself and revivesielit again, for that threefold thing being castupercury doth
revive it, because it maketh a true body and yistdalled mineral Argent vive of the Philosophdst the matter
of the Philosophers Stone is water, and it is ustded of the water of these three, as Hortulanosgs;, neither
ought there to be more or fewer. And he says thhis3he man and Luna the woman, and Mercury pleers. But
that there may be generation and conceptionitgst that the man be joined to the woman, and socegtion and
Impregnation ought to be made before fermentatiod, when the matter is multiplied and fermentedntitis said
that an infant increaseth in the womb of the motRertulanus and Arnoldus say that the soul is pdunto the
body and a crowned king is born.
In the book of The Turba of the Philosophers thesels are recited, "dissolve bodies and imbibesfhigt". They
say bodies in the plural because there must beawathey say spirit in the singular becauserntégt there should
be one. And there is no sperm without the mattdyodiies unless Mercury. And when it is said, imhtoe spirit
then that operation is understood which fixes Marand the Stone is multiplied. Multiplied, thatresterated.



Likewise,when Mercury mortifies the matter of Sota_una, the matter remains like ashes, and alied of the
Philosophers searing or grinding of them. Of theesdges it is said in the book of the Turba and énbibok of
Arnoldus, make no small account of these ashes.

Likewise the aforesaid ashes,which is of theseettitengs, is called by the Philosophers an impwdybbecause it
must be decocted and calcined unto whiteness. fther®lorienus says in the book of the Turba, "usilgsu purify
the unclean body and make it white and send aistmit, you have directed nothing well in this nstgry”. And in
this sort there are two had, that is CalcinatiothefStone itself and Fermentation. Calcinatioat i in manner of
white Ash or earth, or of white calx by the spiritgich reduction of operation is done and madé wiir fire, that
is with water of our Mercury.

Likewise, when it is called tincture it tincteth.i$ understood that if this medicine be calcirdidsolved and
coagulated, it is fermented, for white is made Luwmigh Sol it is made Sol.

Likewise, Geber proves and says, of the medicirtbethird order, because both white and red aecamd the
same way with Sol and Luna, yet they differ in fentation, of which third order this medicine is ttay that is
Solary and Lunary, and yet it is in one essence tla@ manner of doing is one. But there is an axddif
yellowness, or of yellow colour of which medicireegerfected of the substance of fixed Sulphur. Thaither
medicine is begun with Sol or Luna, for red fermisnhade with Sol and white with Luna. Sol is taken ways,
one way for water of Sol, another way for the boéiol as has been said before.

Likewise, when it is said that all colours appéiais true, because before fermentation, in catains, dissolutions
and fixations, all colours appear.

Light of Lights: And know that they are the same things which niadth white and red, inwardly and outwardly,
that is Sol, Luna, and Mercury. Which three beirggolved and fermented, he calleth them Argent,\8eging
Argent vive hath in itself, Body, Soul and Spirit.

Likewise decoct the man and the woman togethéthél be coagulated and made a Stone.

Likewise, you must note that Our Elixir is not madue of minerals, and note moreover, the Dragos d@ unless
he be killed by his brother and sister, and nobivy only but by two at once. Sol is the brother lamda is the
sister.

Lastly, Arnoldus says, because the Philosophetaksjpee of the Stone whatsoever they speak, bethegespeak
of the virtue of speech to conceal it from the urttvp, but of the virtue of intention they speakiie worthy and
speak a truth. And the Philosophers know that soatters ought to be declared mystically, as pdattiie manner
of a fable and parable, and when the Philosoplpeaksof great matters, they do not mingle paradnbekfables, as
Macrobius says.

Rosarium Philosophorum (part 3)

Back to Rosarium page

Washing or M undification

Here the dew falleth from heaven,
And washeth the black body in the sepulchre.
Senior in hisEpistle of Sol and Luna: But the water which | have spoken of is a thinga#eding from heaven and
the earth with his moisture receives it, and theewaf heaven is retained and kept with the wat¢he earth, and




the water of the earth by reason of its bondagete@th him, and water is gathered together in wated water
retaineth water, and Albira is whitened with Astuna

Hermes: The spirit enters not into bodies, unless the émbie clean.
Alphidius: Take the whiteness and let the blackness alone.
Democritus: Mundify Tin with the choicest washing, and extrhist blackness out of it, and also his darkness, an
then his brightness will appear.
Sorin: Dissolve it with white fire until it seem like aked sword and by whitening make the body to beewhi
Rasis: Water when it is mingled with Copper doth whitemivardly. This whitening is called by some men,
impregnation, because the earth is whitened, fthter ruling the earth increases and is multipléand an
augmentation of a new offspring is engendered bhyere
Alphidius: Then it becomes thee to wash the black earth@anuhke it white without fire.
Hali: Take that which descends to the bottom of theelessl wash it with hot fire, till the blacknesstéof be
taken away, and that his thickness vanish, and riekeompounds of the moistures to fly from it,iluitere come
a very white calx, in which there shall be no ot spot, for then is the earth able and prepareddeive the soul.
Morienus: This earth with his water is putrefied and cleah$®hich when it is cleansed, the whole magistsry b
the help of God shall be effected.
Hermes: Azoth and fire do wash Laton, and take the blaskrieom it.
The Philosopher: Make white the Laton and break the books, that eart be not broken, for this is the
composition of all the wisemen and also the thiad pf the whole work.
Join therefore, as it is said in the Turba, drynaist, that is black earth with his water and dedad! it be made
white, thus you have water and earth by itself, @adh whitened with water, that whiteness is cadli.
Solomon in the Seventh book of Wisdom, set dows shience for light and above all beauty and hehith
comparison to that precious stone, he hath not aoceait, because all gold is as it were small sand,silver is
accounted as dirt in sight of that, for the getiifighat is better than the work of most pure silwed gold, the fruit
thereof is more precious than all the riches of Whdrld, and all the things which are desired anworld are not
able to be compared to this. The length of dayshesadth are in his right hand, but glory and irtBriiches are in
his left hand, his ways are fair and laudable apmrs, and his bounds are moderate and not hastyithuthe
instances of daily labour. Wood of Life is in thagkich apprehend it, and a light never failing,dsked are they
which possess it because the knowledge of God séedir perish, as Alphidius witnesseth saying hla¢ ¢hall find
this science or knowledge, his meat shall be laaful everlasting.
Aristotle: 0, how miraculous is that thing that hath all gsnn itself, which we seek, to which we add naoghimor
diminish nothing, but remove it only in superfluqueparation.
Arnoldus: The first matter of metals is a certain smoky sahee, containing in itself an unctuous humidity or
moistness, from which substance the workman segsathé philosophical moistness which is fit for yauork,
which will be as clear as gum, in which the fiftidametallic essence dwells, and that is a gentlalyend in it is
the means of conjoining tinctures, because it Hamature of Sulphur and the nature of Argent.vive
Geber: 0 how profitable is that thing, because we usertna medicine, which after it is decocted and digd it is
the greatest poison above all poisons.
Gratianus: In Alchemy there is a certain noble body whicheisioved from master to master, in the beginning
whereof misery will be with Vinegar but in the ejog with gladness.
Astanusin the Turba: Take that black spirit not burning, and with issblve and divide bodies. It is all fiery and
dissolving by his fieriness, dividing all bodiestlvhis co-equals.
Rosarius. Whosoever will enter into our Rosary and thereas®khave roses as well as white as red, withatit th
base thing with which our locks are locked, isti&d onto a man that is desirous to go without festause in that
base thing there is a key by which the seven netgltes are opened, and without that base thmgticious work
can never be effected. Washing is the ending akblass, or purifying it, until white be made petfgevhite, and
red plain red, for Azoth and fire do take away dbscurity of the fire.
Mortification is a separation of hardness from Ibloely, because the soul is then dead, but the soaljve by
reason of the body heat and dryness. For everythaighath heat hath life and for this cause tlte @a@Alchemy is
said to have life, because the Philosophers hankest to kill their imperfect life and to restorgarpetual life.
Reviving is by reason of nourishment, that is tp sarestoring of their perfect humour and redtifreoisture by the
expedition of that imperfect moisture.
Out of a certain torn paper
Now | make manifest unto thee by natural knowlettgeSecret Stone of the Philosophers which is dbuwl#h a
three fold garment, the Stone of Riches, the Stdrigharity, and the Stone of Curing all languishiAgd in it is
contained every Secret, and it is called the DiWhestery given of God, and in the world there i$ aonore higher



thing, after a rational soul. You must diligentigte, | have told you that our Stone is decked withreefold
garment, that is, divided into three parts, intwody, a soul, and a spirit, whereupon the dead bddgh wanteth a
spirit is dark and misty.
If thou wilt, my Son, that the body be revived,hmit his soul to it again, and it will live predlgn
0, Master, | understand it not.
My Son, | will tell it thee more plainly. One Stooe one thing only, because the body is reducediiatnature, that
is into its water, that is into its first matteedause the first matter of bodies is an unctuodsshmy water. Then it
is first called one thing when the substance obibay and the water of Union are inseparably uritethe least
parts, and the Philosophical Stone, of which itditiranches are multiplied, and this is calledkin®vn Stone in
the books of the Philosophers. Therefore, my Som that Stone is its own proper water extracted,ia the spirit
by manner of separation. Sublimation which we gsanielevation of unfixed parts but the unfixedgpare
elevated by fume and wind.
But we will that those two be fixed together anelgigentle fusion or melting, and so understanctimugr and
certain sublimation, and the stone which no manteach with his tongue. Hermes says, "Divide tHhatlsufrom
the gross". Let the earth be calcined and the veatigimed. The earth remains downwards the wataras
upwards. The earth is purged by calcination, thieiay sublimation, and both by putrefaction. Tretev defends
the earth that it burns not, the water is bounthieyearth that it fly not, and they both being ightly purged are
made one inseperable, because one without the @dhaot be. One part thereof being cast upon adrbdrparts of
Argent vive, doth tinct it into true silver, anditifshall be such tincture, one part of it beingnad into red, doth
tinct as many parts into true gold, of which gdidre can be no better found, and this is of hiddgnre and gotten
by the heat of the fire.
Note, the spirit of the Lord was carried upon tretexs before the creation of heaven and earth. $Befiest
chapter.
We may see therefore that all things are createhtdr. God divided this water when he spoke, amdneanded
part of the water to go into the dry land, andezalt earth. And He preserved the unconverted wWatehe earth to
be dew and moisten it, because dry earth yieldsnugh fruit, unless it be oftentimes wetted witmnaater, and
without rain water it seldom or never bears fruit.

Of the Rgjoicing or Springing or Sublimation of the Soul.

cendeth from on high,
And revives the putrefied body.
Now follows the fourth word and it is that the waterhich shall be thickened and coagulated withethith, may
ascend by sublimation. Thus you have earth, watgaér. And this it is which the Philosophers sagkmit white
and sublime it quickly with fire, until the spiigo out of it, which you will find in it, and it isalled Avis or the
Ashes of Hermes.

Morienus: Make no small account of the Ashes, for it isjéheel of thy heart.
Turba: Augment the regimen of the fire, because aftetemass it comes to ashiness, which is called @dcin
earth, which is of a fiery nature.
Morienus: The calcined earth remains in the bottom, and &feery nature, and so you have four elementiién
aforesaid proportions —dissolved water, whitenetheaublimed air, and calcined fire.



Of these four elements, Aristotle speaks in hiskafahe regimen of principles, "when you have watkair, and
air of fire, and fire of earth, then you have th# &rt of philosophy", and this is the end of firet composition, as
Morienus says patience and delay are necessary imagistery, surely hastiness is partly of theiDavhis
magistery.

Hermes: A dead thing will be revived and a sick thing lealed. It behoveth thee to join the body and the so
together by contrition in Sol.

Hermes. Sow your gold in white foliated earth.

Senior: Let the upper fume descend to the lower, and focomeeives from fume. This divine water is a King
descending from heaven. It is the reducer of thetisto his body, which revives after his deathd éife is by it and
afterwards death shall not be.

Rosinus. For the body rejoices when the soul entreth iptbut the body possesses the soul, and everpéatiat
found out the soul doth easily possess it, and thidethat the soul is punished with the body @&richprisoned
with it, and by it is turned into a body.

Hermes: The spirit is the extracter and reducer of thd aad the reformer of the whole work, and all thdmvghich
we seek are in it. Nothing more base in sight that, and nothing more precious in nature than drat God hath
not ordained it to be sold for a price.

Hermes:. It behoveth us to have the knowledge of the beéggas well of natural things as of artificial tgs) for
he that knoweth not the beginning, cannot comegoaal and perfect end. This secret is the lifevefghing and it
is a water, and water takes in hand the nourishefemian and of other things, and in water is treatgst secret.
But that you may not err, it is convenient for yolknow that our sublimation is nothing else bugkalt bodies,
that is to bring them into a spirit, which is naing but with gentle fire. For we say thus, he ldiswed into a
Bishop, that is exalted. And therefore, commonisudition, which is only effect, that is to say, tila¢ body now to
be sublimed is made so spiritual, that it may daiswed. It belongeth nothing to our work, neithgitiany more
required after the preparation of the first stdregause such sublimation doth not make spiritudlphly shows the
effect of spirituality.

Geber: In the work of our magistery we need but one Vesse furnace and one disposition. This you must
understand after the preparation of the first stone

Genesis: Of water all things are made and the spirit oflthed was carried on the water, and the beginnirtg®
generation of man was of water.

Hermes. 0 strong nature, overcoming natures and causihga®to rejoice.

Geber: It is convenient not to be ignorant of the chighgpiples and roots of this Art, which are of ttesence of
the work.

Basius: Our sulphur is stronger than any fire.

Alanus: There is one thing to be chosen of all things,cWli$ of a black and blue colour, having a metalhd
liquid form. And it is a thing hot and moist, wateand burning, and it is a living oil, and a livitigcture, a mineral
stone and a water of life of wonderful efficacy.

Aristotle: No tincting poison is engendered without Sol aisdshadow, that is his wife.

Sublimation is of two sorts. The first is the rawiy of the superfluity, that the pure parts may aenseparated from
the elemental faeces, so that they may possesirtine of the fifth essence, and this sublimatisthie reduction of
bodies into a spirit, when as the corporeal thickrgasses into the thinness of the spirit.

The second sublimation is extraction, becauseiiitis of the nature of the fifth essence sepat&tem the
elemental faeces. But | call the fifth essenceaetitig spirit wherein washing is necessary, thatuhctuousness of
Arsenic, or the oily nature of the purest unctu@ssn which bound by his faeces, may be extractet Wwhich
faeces suffer it not to be sublimed.

Vincentius of the Stone of the Elixir

Vincentiusin the natural looking glassin hisfirst book: The alchemists have endeavoured in mineral bdities
the work of nature to do that in a short time, vahmature does in 1000 years. Whereupon they haghtao do a
certain thing, which transmuteth those bodies oithwh is cast, and this they call Elixir. And & ¢alled a Stone
and no stone. A stone because it is grinded. Ntestoecause it is melted and runs without evaporats gold.
Neither is there any other thing with which thabgmiety may agree.

Avicenna: Therefore Elixir is a thing which is projected umpa greater body and changes the thing from itsreat
into another nature, but it is done when the lebsdy and the spirit and the elements and the fierare mingled,
and there is one confection made of all of thernd Efixir is a Greek word, which sounds [like] a gréreasure, or
the best of treasures. And truly the Elixir, whiaingles itself with the body, is as Tutty with Cappbut the
Copper is enervated or grows from that Tutty, #eeson for which that Tutty is an earthly thing, Blixir is a
spiritual thing, and by the nature of its kindureied to another kind.



The Alchemist: The Elixir is made two ways, one way out of minefgrits and clean prepared bodies. Another
way out of certain things coming from animate tlsings out of hair, an egg, or blood.

In the first way thus, the spirits are mortifiecddasublimed, until they are made clean. After thige of the
generated bodies by nature is burnt until it magteded, then it is calcined until it is made cledter the manner
of a calx.

But at length the spirits and bodies so preparedjeinded and imbibed with the sharp distilled watéfterwards
they are so long inhumidated, until they are turiméal clear water, then they are congealed, alaistethey are put
so long in the fire, until they are made fixed.

Of the Complement of the Elixir

Avicennain his epistleto Rases: The Elixir therefore tingeth with his tincture,dsowned with his oil, and fixed
with his calx, and the white is completed with #hthings, in which there is not fire, but the Qigior Yellow is
completed with four whole things.

The Gloss: True it is that the White Elixir does not want Itiitee things, that is to say, Oil, Tincture andxChut
the Red needs four, that is to say Qil, Calx, Tiretand Tincture again which is called fire, amgréfore Avicenna
adds, "in which there is not fire ".

Of theManifold Fire

But the fire is manifold, and the quality of it énse, distinguished by certain degrees, for soraadihot in the first
degree, and moist in the second degree, thatsaytof horse dung, the property of which is thabiés not destroy
the oil, but increases it by its moistness, foreostdestroy it by reason of their dryness. Tofihés therefore, there
is not likened any other fire in the world, unl@dse the material fire of the body of a sound Bt the fire of the
Sun is hot in the same degree, but it is dry. Thikat which tames the thing, and is made of thmated thing, and
is nourished as a boy to whom milk is given inlbleginning, for the boy is nourished and increasgdbhot and
moist. So the fire of the horse dung increaseiheith its humidity, but it fastens the stone its/heat being
temperated.

There is another fire between these two which tsahd dry in the second degree, as the fire ofrzafte after bread
is taken out. This melts gently and does not because there is not a flame in it nor the streabtteat, for the
heat in declining by little and little goes baclutBf it should stand it would fix the spirit ineétbody, or without the
body. But the fire of the horse dung, neither metis burns, but tames and increases the moistness.

There is a fourth fire of the furnace of the fixinlgis melts and fixes, but it does not burn beeauis not
flammable, nor differs from the foregoing, unleisise in that there is a continual heat, which isinghe foregoing.
The fifth fire is flaming, and it is hot and dry ihe third degree. This only calcines and doesmait, that is, for the
making of gold and silver, and of other bodieghie same degree or further. And it is a fire inftmaace of
calcination.

The sixth is hot and dry in the fourth degree, #inisl melts and fixes strongly by mollifying the hes sweetly.
Neither does it separate or disperse them. Thigeisf the furnace of melting in the same degree.

The seventh fire is a fire of leaves which dissgand disperses and melts bodies.

The eighth is that which melts and calcines, amlfiaming because flame only has his operatidih iGoals and
flames is the substance of fire, and in that flamky of wood. This is also in the same degree tithfires going
before.

The ninth also is in the same degree, that is, wisienaster to them all, as the fire of office ttiseof trial. This
melts and burns, and dissipates and dispersew/fiiet is bad, it saves and rectifies that whicbdsd, it is as it
were a judge discerning the good from the bad.

TheFire of Juniper

Continual Artificial fire lasting in what degree yavill have it, by the space of one, two or threenths, until the
coals be bare, therefore you must always keep twmred, and you may augment or diminish your aeabrding
to your pleasure, and that is according to thetamdof more or less kindled coals.

First, see that you have sufficient store of ashesje only of the wood of Juniper, then have atgraghen vial,
and in the midst thereof, let there be anothersghesrucible, and put in the ashes and set that gial over the
heat of the fire, until the ashes wax hot and soosind the lesser vial, and set coals made onlyoafd of the
aforementioned Juniper upon those ashes, and ystraue more hot ashes of the same wood, whichmymi
sprinkle on the aforesaid coals, and cover therh thiéir ashes made very hot, and have you mattes fmt into
that lesser pot or glass, and put a cover on thatgr glass and set it on a stone under a bermh abench but
upon a stone, lest by some chance misfortune hapgerBy such practise you may prepare many dueh. You
may likewise put hot water into the lesser glasshe moist belly of the horse, and into it thel wthe matter.
You shall make the aforesaid coals in this man@at.wood of Juniper into small pieces of the thiess of two
fingers or more, put them into a great pot welppted and luted on every side, and filled up totdipe Set that pot,



the space of one whole day, over a strong firefaf@ace of wind or flame of wood, and let it chglitself. Then
open the glass, and that you shall have that ysinedéout you must burn the ashes after the conongder. This fire
may be fire of the first or second degree of fixofespirits.

Here is born a noble and rich Queen

Whom the wisemen liken unto their daughter
She increaseth and bringeth forth infinite children
Which is immortal pure and without spot

The Queen hates death and poverty

She excels both Silver and Gold and precious stones
And all medicines both precious and base

There is nothing in this world like unto her

For which we render thanks to Immortal God
Luna speaks:

Violence oppresses me being a naked woman
For before my body was as it were outcast
Neither was | yet a mother, until | was again born
Then | got strength of all herbs and roots

| have obtained victory in all diseases

| was the name of my Son

And being joined with him, | came forth with him
And being great of child by him

| have brought forth an unripe fruit

| am made a mother and yet | am a virgin

And in my essence am so constituted

That my son should become my father
According as God hath ordained it essentially
Sol:

My mother which brought me forth

Is again brought into the world by me

There is one thing to be considered, that is nataaulation
Which lieth hid artificially in the mountains
Where of four things are made one thing

In our artificial stone

And six things are considered threefold

And are brought into one substance

He which understandeth those things well



It is granted unto him by God to expel all diseases

Whatsoever both in metals and also in the bodiesenf

But no man can do it without the help of the Deity

From my earth there springs a fountain

From which two rivers come forth

The one holds his course towards the East

The other towards the West

From whence two Eagles flying burn their feathers

And being bare and naked fall again to the earth

These Eagles are presently renewed with fair festhe

And both Sol and Luna are subject to them

0 Lord Jesus Christ

From whom all goodness proceeds

By the grace of thy Holy Spirit

Which protecteth all things,

We are made to understand the sayings of the wése m

That we may consider and provide for the life taneo

When our bodies and souls shall be conjoined again.

Hermes: Know, you searchers after rumours, and you childfewisdom that the vulture being on the top &f th
mountain, crieth with a great voice saying, "I aimte, black and red, the yellow or citrine. | argpeaker of the
truth and no liar."

Alphidius. Argent vive, which is extracted from that blackdgpis moist, white and pure, that it perishesindhe
outward.

Morienus: It is convenient for thee to know that white fuim¢he soul and the spirit of these dissolved bmdied
surely if the white fume were not, the gold of thieite stone could not be.

Rosarius: This is our most notable Mercury, and God neveatad a more excellent thing under heaven, the Soul
only excepted.

Plato: This is our matter and our secret

Hortulanus: Thus you have two Mercuries extracted from theseliodies, and it is well washed and digested.
And | swear by the ever Living God that there isatioer Mercury in the universal way, than that vihiath now
been declared, on which all philosophy dependethihat says otherwise says falsely.

Parmenidesin the Turba: Some men hearing water named of the Philosoptieng, it to be the water of a cloud,
but if they had any reason, they might know it éogermanent water, which cannot be permanent wétieout its
body with which it is dissolved.

Alphidius. The Philosophers have called that medicine byathes because there are so many names given unto
this Mercury, that there can very hardly be anyanrtites attributed unto it.

Plato: We have revealed all things, the secret of theoAly excepted, which may not lawfully be reveatiedny
man, but we attribute that to the glorious God, wispires whom He will with it, and conceals itfinovhom he
pleases.

King Solomon:This is the daughter, for whom the Queen of thd Easaid to have come from the East, rising in
the morning to hear and to understand, and toheewisdom of Solomon. And there is given in herchpawer,
honour, and virtue, a flourishing crown on her he#ith the beams of the seven shining stars, asvehe a bride
adorned with her man, having written in her garmavith golden letters, in the Greek, Barbaric aatirLtongue,
"I am the only daughter of the wise men, and alieggeunknown to the foolish".

Hermes: As Sol in the stars, so Gold in metals. Sol gligi# to the stars and contains all fruit. The dathe
nativity of the Light and Sol also is the Lighttbe day, which God hath created for our use, thédrithe
Government of the world. Tincture ought to be cogaband extracted from perfect metallic bodiesthHeybenefit
and means of the minerals.

General Rules

The First Rule

Everything is of that into which it is dissolvedras ice is converted into water by means of #at,ltherefore of
necessity it must be water before it be ice. Smalials have first been argent vive, which is nestjifbecause when
they melt in the fire, they are converted intd\ibte here that the Philosophers calleth a liquithiidercury or
Argent vive, therefore the reduction of metals iAtgent vive in this sort is called that meltin¢thaugh it may be
done by violence of the fire. But because in thatrgy liquefaction it retain the form of Argent eivtherefore he
nameth it Argent vive, but that is not the philosigal solution but that of the layman.



The Second Rule

Every nature desires naturally to be finished drttbes to be destroyed, and flies away. Thereforere@mbraces
that greedily which is agreeable with her, and ashas she can, refuses that which is contrargtoAnd
according to that, Art ought to imitate nature, dtiherwise it always errs.

The Third Rule

Every worse thing labouring in any art, does ofdvig1 natural malice endeavour to destroy that wiidbetter.
Every better thing labouring in any art, endeavdamhake perfect that which is worse. Therefomst ff all thou
must know the natures of things, that you may diseéhat is better and what is worse for nature,\ahdre it may
be perfected and where hindered, and that thetgudlthe worse exceed not the quality of the efter otherwise
you shall err greatly.

The Fourth Rule

Everything that is dry does naturally desire tokis moisture, that it may be continuated ing@sts. Here note,
what is the radical moisture of all melting thingad feed with such moisture the overdried, amdllitoe made
temperate, and thus you shall have your desire.

Out of a certain approved little treatise concegrtime difference

of common Sulphur, and simple Sulphur of the Pbiid®rs not burning.

When as the Philosopher says generally that Sulptagulates we must say that it does not, becaesg eommon
sulphur, according to the Philosopher, is stramgkcntrary to metals.

Avicenna says that, that enters not into the magisihich is not sprung from it, because it alwanfects and
makes black and corrupts however it be preparaddsikmanship. For it is an infection of the fire ahérefore
hinders the melting, but if it be calcined it goet® an earthy substance, like dead powder. Howitdherefore
inspire life into another thing, for it hath a ddailsuperfluity that is, an unflammable substanatamearthy
feculency. Therefore consider by those things, ¢batmon Sulphur is not the Sulphur of the Philossphwhen as
the Sulphur of Philosophers is a simple, quick fiexiving other dead bodies and ripening thenthabit supplies
the defect of nature, when, as it is of a supedbugpeness according to that which is perfectiture, and by
workmanship is more and more purified.

Whereupon Avicenna says, such Sulphur is not fmmthe earth, but as much as is in these bodiearblLuna,
and that is in another thing which is told untoman, unless it be revealed by God himself. In Biglinore perfect
because it is more digested and decocted. ForhitesBphers have subtly imagined how those sulphigét be
chosen in those more perfect bodies, and to phrgedualities by Art, that they might have thislay the help of
nature which has not appeared in them before, adtnohey have first had it fully and secretly. Ahéy grant that
this cannot be done without the dissolving of thdypand reduction of it into his first matter, whiis Argent vive
of which they are made from the beginning, and witttout any mixture of foreign things. Which fogeithings do
no way perfect our Stone, because there is nottongenient for it but that which is by affinity maato it, when,
as it is a medicine of a virtuous and simple natdrawn out of Mercury water, in which gold andseil are first
dissolved. For instance, if ice be put into simplger, it is dissolved in it by heat, and retumi® iits first watery
substance, and so water is tincted even by a sddigt which was in the ice, but if ice be notaleed into water
by heat, it is not joined to the water, but lieshia water; neither does it tinct the water byitsue, which before
was coagulated in it. So in the same way, if yaohee not the body into Mercury, with Mercury, yoannot have
the secret virtue from it, that is Sulphur digested decocted into minerals by the work of natBoe.so it is one
Stone, one Medicine, which according to the Phipbsos is called Rebis, of a twofold thing, thabisa body and a
spirit, white and red, in which many of the igndraave erred.

How Sulphur isred in Sol, and whitein Luna

Whereas it is said that the Sulphur of the Philbsopis red in Sol by greater digestion, and Sulplhite in Luna,
by lesser digestion. Whereupon the Philosopher Gayigation is no other thing than completed digas for heat
going into moisture, first engenders blackness,guoidg into dryness causes whiteness, becauseetiéif
transcends the agent in it changes it into a ma® pitrineness. All these things may be done éncilicining of
lead. And the Philosopher says that now in actysrer of the perfect bodies contains his good Sulpliti
Mercury, that is golden gold and silvery silver eféfore white Sulphur by citrine is Gold, where S$dphur in it is
red Sulphur, the substance of the fire, which haserdigested this white, and so Sulphur white @adaf either
part is in Sol. Wherefore the fire is its perfentiand in fire it is engendered, and thereforejitices friendly with
the nature of its fiery nature.

Whereupon no foreign thing can cause this in bodibgn as art is nothing else by the help of natumea
decoction and digestion of that nature by simpb®la. For instance, in the morning when | rise s@e my urine
white, | judge that | have slept but a little, tHday myself down again to sleep, and after | hglept, my urine is
citrinated, and by this reason of a greater digasiif natural heat being in me. So follow naturealtyin like sort to



decoct it, to digest it, to ripen it, and to suldiify seeing that nature in act contains in itaattural fire with which
it is ripened. Those things have not this and floeeethey cannot give it. In Luna there is nothing white Sulphur,
simple, but not digested like red, nor so purgethfblackness by the working of heat, which it corganaturally in
itself, but the form of fire is covered and hiddamrking more in art than in nature. And therefitiis not
impossible, that Art may do it by the help of natusut by itself it cannot be, unless it be movgditt and
operation. But those labours (as | think), cometa@ man of an hard brain, and therefore true ottt made
unless it be so digested and decocted, that therlmeay better the worse, because the intent dfi@lPhilosophers
is to effect it with the better, which the ignoraott understand contrarily, because they endedweduing to pass
the better with the worse, and this they seekthiray which never was in it, that Gold and Silveridustible things
as hath been before explained.
That it isnot profitable to seek this Sulphur in some sick bodies because it isnot there.
It may worthily be demanded, whether this white ezl Sulphur to tinct Mercury, may be chosen owgarhe sick
bodies. | say that it cannot, because it has be@ardsaid, that there is not any thing of a greimporancy, than
is found in these two bodies, in which the tinctbeams are. Whereas it has been said that sickdodntain in
themselves stinking and adustible Sulphur, andhatvirtuous nature as in those. Whereas everig at of force,
but by what nature had before, from which it follgwou may purge metals by the lesser mineralsclveing
purged yet they should not have that golden anérsilnature in themselves, because golden digeatidn
decoction have not been in them as in others, nlph8r so ripe. And therefore we must help thesiwhe unripe
with those that are ripe, that they may be ripefidégrefore they tinct not but they are tincted,suse the tinctures
of gold and silver have a proportionable naturdnhiem, that is with the unripe and the imperfbetause they
have drawn their original from Mercury. By thisi@anifestly appears that the lesser minerals caimmuif because
the imperfect metallic bodies, which agree not v@tbid or Silver of the part of ripe Mercury, cantioct nor
receive the nature of Gold or Silver, and therefeneot to be tincted, but in those, in which tlrtue of tincting is
tincted therefore with Gold and Silver, becaused@Ves a golden colour and nature and Silvenasilcolour
and nature. Wherefore neglect all other things Wwhiave not naturally the virtue of tincting, asréhis no fruit in
them, but only destruction of things and gnashifhigeth.

Fermentation

)

Here Sol is again included,
And is circumpassed with the Mercury of Philosogher
Hermesin his Second Treatise of Sol: 0 Sons, there are seven bodies of Philosophextich their gold is the
chief, the king and head, which neither the eaothupts, nor any burning thing burns, nor wategraltbecause his
complexion is temperate and his nature direct at,heold, moisture and dryness. Neither is thegehamg in it that
is superfluous, nor any thing too little. Wherefdiee Philosophers have brought it forth and maephiit, and they
have said that Gold is in the same sort in bodis§ol in the stars with his glorious light anchst, for by it
vegetables spring in the earth and all fruit isugitt forth by the will of God. In like sort, gold bodies contains
every body with itself and receives them, becausethe ferment of the Elixir, without which notigj is done. For
as dough without a leaven cannot be leavened agosed, so when you will make white, sublime, miynaind
extract the faeces and filthiness from them, awd]yill make them fit, conjoin and mingle them &lger, then put
ferment to them, and look in what sort the fern@frdough is, so in the same sort is this fermerddithte
therefore, and contemplate whether the ferment bigecthing or else of its nature. This is the kéwll the



Philosophers, and we must note that ferment whitengection, forbids combustion, and holds tinctinat it flies
not away, it softens bodies and makes them enteobsse and conjoins them.

Raimund saysin his Apertory: Now by the second part the Stone will colour ftséis fixed and fermented, but
the ferment of the stone for white is Silver, andrid it is Gold, as the Philosophers declareabse without
ferment neither Sol nor Luna cometh, nor anythiisg éhat is of his nature. Join, therefore, fernweitt his
sulphur, that it may engender its colour, and lilsaxcome to its nature, weight, sound and savaaalise every
like engendereth its like, and ferment tinctetfsakand changeth his Sulphur into a permanent andtpating
medicine. Therefore the Philosopher says, he thadvk to tinct Sulphur and Argent vive, attaineté tineatest
secret, for this cause it is meet that Sol and Lhenan the tincture and the ferment of that spénitd of the
permanent water of Argent vive. And by that wakerse natures ought to be fixed and nourished vaithral heat
until they shall have fixation and melting perfetter this is made the Regimen of the Conjunctibthe Stone
with its ferment, that is until the work is comeit®full accomplishment and this is not done a time all
together, because this is not of the intent of realbwit to have it well by coupling, that is a éftnd then a little
again, and also by coagulation the true unformalioiee is made. And for this, that copulation isisad of the
subtle parts transmuted and altered into a spirfitwuen and essence, because it is written thathioé and gross
body with the subtle, and the subtle with the thaokl gross, cannot conjoin themselves by reastreof
contrariety, unless that which is gross be conderito his subtleness by his subtle spirit, anch ttey are to be
mingled together. And this the Philosophers ndiifydeclaring to a follower of the truth, and they shat perfect
mixture is the union of mingled and altered bog@sed to themselves by things not to be divideztduse these
things are here required by manifest reason. Becauigure or union cannot be done or made withtiatation
which is subtlization of the body and reductioritafito spiritual form.
And concerning that part the Philosophers do sayribw the medicine is finished from one manney antother
crystalline manner, and then it will appear, beeatat plate is without division of those parts|itile and little.
For that, such a cause cannot be done or madeuvithe subtlization and homogeneity of nature, fandhis cause
it is meet that this matter may become so suliilg, dll parts in nature may be equally mixed wititev. And, this
you may see by your understanding, when one bodhade transparent and continuated into one by notign or
commixtion of many parts without division, discantation and termination, into one thickness anasjparent
figure throughout all its parts.

Now, my Son, thou hast no small secret. Therefost,illuminate the body before thou put the s it, because
otherwise it will never receive it or retain thergpn it. Thus for Raimund.

Calidus: No man yet ever could, and hereafter never simall toliated earth but with gold, therefore Hermes
teaches us saying, sow your gold into white fotlagarth, which by calcination is made fiery, sulathel airy.
Therefore let us sow gold into that earth, wherpwetincture of gold to it, but gold can never tiaay other body
perfectly than itself. Surely this cannot be donkess it be brought to pass by art.

Gold is the ferment of the work without which natdiis done, because it is as the leaven of douglgurd of milk
in cheese and as musk in good sweet things, amhdtwite composition of the greater Elixir is maldlecause it doth
illustrate and preserve from burning, which isgnsif perfection. Know that without gold the worknmot be done,
nor amended, because gold is the headstall of Axges and none congeals Argent vive unless irbibdy of
magnesia, in which there is one burning thing, amother a flying thing, and the gold itself is thi&d thing
receiving the tinctures of them and is the tinctfreedness, and Argent vive transforms every baitly it. From
whence a certain man said, unless you put golalish gpu do nothing.
Aristeus: Know most assuredly that if a little gold be puthe composition there will go forth an open white
tincture - by the ferment of Sol is understoodgperm of the man, by the ferment of Luna, the sperthe
woman. Out of them is first made the coition. Aftards is made a true and chaste generation. Theferof gold
is gold, as the ferment of bread is bread.

Rosarius. As in the work of bread, a little leaven lightearsd leavens a great plenty flour, and so that ldflthe
earth which this stone contains, does sufficeHerrtourishment of the white stone.

Of the double difference of Minerals- Out of the samelittletract

But mineral bodies are specially distinguished imto parts. That is to say, into a metallic pad armineral part.
Into a metallic part, that is, into metals whicladrtheir original from Mercury, and into a minepalrt which does
not come from Mercury. An example from metals -, $aolna, Jupiter, and Mars has its mixture of gaid ailver.
An example from minerals - Salts, Inks, Alums, Avise Auripigment. All metals are ductile and ligisfle which
draw their original from Mercury, because the matfethem, out of a watery substance mixed witlkearthy
substance, by a strong commixtion that the oneatamn separated from the other, wherefore thatrwatgbstance
is congealed with cold more after the action oftlzeal therefore they will be more fabrile or dustnd the water
only is not congealed but only with the earthlyrdrgs which alters the wateryness, when as tha@ usictuous



moisture in them, because the congealing of theshésrthly dryness. Therefore they are not ealfigolved
unless by the vehement action of the heat in tleegrding to which they are most easily commixtt Bere are
lesser and and middle minerals which take not tréginal from Mercury, and of these are Salts \whéasily melt
in moisture, as Alum, simple Salt, Salt Armoniciargy Salt and all kinds of salts. And surely theyé virtue in
them. Neither do they easily melt with moistureypmls Auripigmentum, Arsenic and Sulphur, whenhas t
wateryness of sulphurous bodies is mixed with slgasth, by strong commixtion, with the fervencyheht, until
they be made virtuous and then they are coagutdtedld. But Inks are compounded of salts, sulgnd stones,
and it is thought that a mineral strength of cert®juid bodies is in them, which they are madeasfCalcanthum
and Olocari. But metallic bodies cannot artificjahe made of them, when as they are of anotheranadnd with
metals being of the first near nature, that is tiadye their original with Mercury, that is of Argerive. | deny not,
but that metals may be purged and dissolved wimttonly a sophistical form be brought into thendéaeive
men.

There are two sorts of sulphur, that is, living &odning. That which is living causes metals, alijfio they yet
differ one from another, the second because itoerinfected with the sliminess of the earth, whsrsimple living
sulphur causing gold and silver, is nothing buapour hot and dry, engendered of the most puredteial dryness,
in which the fire bears all the sway, and thataked an element with the Mercury of metals.

That it isimpossible for the lesser metalsto be made artificially.

But because in the chapter going before it hatim loke¢ermined that it is impossible the lesser nailseaire to be
made metals, therefore here it remains first tprioeed in this way. Because the lesser metalsragerelered of the
first matter of metals, which is Mercury, because generation of them differ in the first with theneration of
Mercury, in form, in nature and in composition @hdrefore cannot be made metals, because it ifirshenatter
and sperm of one form of things, of which they emgendered. The first part of that which went befermanifest,
that the lesser minerals are not engendered ofgrbecause they continually remain in the firsttter of metals.
Whereupon Aristotle and Avicenna say, therefotbefy should be made metals, then it is meet thetttfiey pass
into the first matter of metals. But because thisnot be done atrtificially, therefore metals carb®made of them.
Thus far hath the first part of that which wentdref been sufficiently declared. Secondly to thaesahat the
lesser minerals cannot artificially be made theitn@gg of metals which is Mercury. Therefore, alkey do not
thoroughly come into the middle and end, whichraggals and tincture, which it holdeth, because ishorent in
man, by generation cannot be made man, unlesdiisbeonverted into sperm, and so being addddddike, a
new man is engendered. But because the lessersraetabf a foreign nature from metals, althougly theticipate
well in some mineral force, and are of a weakeueiand combustible, therefore, metallic natureicejnot in it,
but resolves and preserves those things whichfate mature. For instance, if water be mingledwetrth it is
separated by course, because the earth requitabfor it is heavy and dry, the water requites upper part
and cannot so artificially be conjoined, that thosatrary natures should stand jointly in one ratiliihe water can
well wash and purify the earth, but it ought nob&believed that the dryness of the earth carhbeged into a
watery moisture, although the earth becomes mgithd water, so surely the lesser minerals mayobged with
metals and purge them and by some means bringémveorm into them, but nature granteth not themetoain
with them, and to make that ripe which is unripenéféfore the ignorant bring in divers sophisticatters to
deceive men, that is unproportionate things whigither yield matter nor also receive it, as thegtds of men, the
eyes of animals, eggshells, hairs, the blood efdeheaded man, worms, herbs, roots, and man's Bangany of
the ignorant sort have laboured and do yet labothiése vegetable and sensible things, where they found out
no truth, but certain humilities which we will dacé to the ignorant that they may avoid the decEds they have
extracted a long time out of these things, aftedwao be spoken of, which they call artificial Angeive and oils
and waters, which they named the four elementsehawater, earth, air, and fire, and Salt Armonigksenic,
Sulphur and Auripigmentum, which they could havedtd cheaper in the market and had sooner brotghpass.
They have sought also in vegetable and sensiliigghivhere they have found out no truths, of ditygth wanting
moisture, of combustible and corruptible thingsvimich they have sought tincture, which they have bt those
are damned by apparent loss. And these are themhatinan's hair, the brain, man's spittle, thé& ofiwvomen,
man's blood, urine, man's dung, menstruum and spbenbones of dead men, hen's eggs, and simply limute
beasts, in fishes, flying creature, in worms, smorg, toads, natural and artificial Basilisks, ihigh very great
trumpery is, in shells and in the juice of certiagibs, flowers and trees, and especially in thibseis the herb of
Lunary, and Solary, which is called Toxicum, andlinthings of which they have feigned names air thieasure
concerning the metals, deceiving themselves anetrothiho were desirous to do the best matters Wwitwbrse
things, and to finish the defect of nature withtslike things whereupon it is said "whatsoever a saweth that he
shall reap", if therefore he shall sow dung, hdlskap dung, wherefore it is no marvel that scanee among a
thousand or no such men at all, bring it to pasg §old and silver, and it will bring unto thee rmpkeasant fruit



by thy labour with the help of nature, because ¢imy hath the thing which thou seek, and no othierg of the
world, whereas all other things are stinking anggilace to nature by the continuance and trithefire. And
there are other Alchemists labouring in lesser nailsethat is to say in four Spirits as in commaitp8ur, Arsenic,
Auripigmentum, and Salt Ammoniac being desiroumtke a tincture but this they cannot do as is rahlfy the
definition of the tincture. For to tinct is nothiegse than by tincting to transfer that which incted into its own
nature, and to remain with it, without any transfation, and nature teaching nature to fight agahesftire, for the
nature of the tincting and the tincted agree. Rstance, if you tinct Lead or Tin, or any such ¢hirom gold or
silver, this agrees in natures, because both gdrtige taken their original from Mercury. The ripegonjoined with
the unripe, that the unripe may be effected by #uch a way.

But since these four spirits are of another naftune metals, as has been sufficiently spoken @fefore, if they
must be tincted, | demand whether they ought tmgbar to be changed. If to be changed then bisincture, as
is manifest by the definition thereof. If to chantgerefore, in tincting it converts into its nauhat which is
earthly and strange to a metallic nature. Theretihiesy cannot make metal by tincting, but that,clitin tincting it
converts into its nature, is tried, because evargtengendering, engenders his like, and becaiséribture is an
earthly generation of four spirits, therefore ithwngender a thing like unto itself, which is aksarthly as itself.

Rosarium Philosophorum (part 4)

Back to Rosarium page

Illumination

Here Sol plainly dies again,
And is drowned with the Mercury of the Philosophers
Therefore regard not that tincture, nor any othiictvis not found in the property of nature withfateign ways,
because in them there is nothing else but the eoimguof things, the loss of time and labour, wherahother
things are apparent, and not being metals, whiehadroured by the lesser minerals and such like.
Raymund: Although this our stone does now naturally contaioture in itself, for it is created perfectlytinthe
body of Magnesia, but of itself it has no motioness it be brought to pass by art and operatiobe6Gsays in the
operation of roots, "operation is used for thigtttne tincture of gold may be bettered more imdgbéan it is in its
nature, and also that it may be made Elixir, conmged according to the Allegory of the Wisemen". Bhether
we need gold only and not any other body. Harkdo tiermes speaking "His Father of the first comipasiis Sol,
and his mother is Luna". The father is hot andadrgendering tincture, his mother is cold and maistirishing that
which is engendered. Therefore if there were netafrthem in our stone the medicine would nevett easily, nor
gain any tincture, and if it did give, yet it wouldt tinct, but in as much as it were, Mercury vebwhnish away in a
fume, because the receptacle of the tincture shmtlthe in it. But it is our final secret to havenadicine that melts
or flows before the flight of Mercury. Thereforeethonjunction of two things is necessary in ourkvéior Geber
says in his Perfect Magistery, gold is the mostipies of metals, for that is a soul conjoining $ipérit with the
body, that is with the imperfect, because as thiylmd a man without a soul is dead and unmoveaolen impure
body without ferment, which is its soul, is earthalyd vegetable for that is the tincture of redngagssforming



every body. It is ferment converting the whole maiskimp to its nature, because as Sol and Lunealeeall the
other planets, so those two bodies have dominien other bodies of metals, which are strongly caedeto the
nature of the two aforesaid bodies. And therefibig,called Ferment for without it things springinannot be
amended, and as a little leaven corrupts a greg lf dough, that is, transmutes and seasonsiit, the same way,
it happens to our stone.

Hermes: My Son, extract his shadow from the sun beam. Tladwefore the fourth part of it, that is one pHrthe
ferment, and three parts of the Imperfect bodysalie the ferment in his equal quantity of wateMefrcury,
decoct it also with a most soft fire and coaguthteferment, that it may be made as the imperfedyband the
mouth of the vessel being stopped, in the same enaamd order as has been said, it is prepared fproiats.
Aristotle: Choose to thyself, a stone by which Kings are boad in their diamonds, and by which Physiciansshav
to cure their patients because it is near the fire.

My Son, take of the most simple and round, andatdake of the triangle or quadrangle, but of tend body,
because the round is nearer to simplicity thartrihagle. We must note therefore, the simple baaljirig no
corner, because it is the first and last in plgretsSol in the stars, because we see in Astromditine firmament,
that Sol is the Lord of all Planets, and all Plartetve need of his light because he gives lightangsveven unto
Saturn, and downwards even unto Luna, and thereheld all, both superior and inferior.

Aristotle: My Son, thou ought to take of the fatter fleshoWitought to know that every seed answers his Spang
because those things which you sow, these shaltgap again.

What things are particular which are brought to passin thisart

| declare universally to all men, to whom theseprgsent speeches shall come, that in the bourteaflhole art,
there are but two particular things which are pattirly brought to pass according to philosopheds@ature. The
first particular, as well in white as in red, isNtercury or in the administration of the perfectdiazine, although the
body doth secretly contain in itself the tinctufétpwith which it is brought to pass as naturquiges, because that
is particularly in it of either form of things. Whes Mercury is compounded of the first matterlbofmetals, of
white earth too much sulphurous, and of clear wated therefore, the whiteness of the earth engaritie
clearness of the water and there is a most whiltaicin it, as experience teaches us, and it costai it good
sulphur, perfect and pure. Then it is possible 8@tand Luna be made of it particularly.

The Philosopher: Let it be mingled with workmanship with other m#tabodies because it is of the nature of them
and they are engendered of it and therefore it ln@agone by workmanship, and let it imitate the sligd nature
into it, that it may be affected with them, so iade like unto them without any foreign commixtisrhen as it
rejoices simply in the nature of its nature, antibyoany foreign thing. But, with Sol Sol is madlena with Luna,
Venus with Venus and so with all the rest. Wherwasy thing sendeth his strength into it and alstalise it
contains his good sulphur, but imperfect, whictahktyis made perfect wherefore other metals coagglilay Sulphur
particularly adjustible [burning], as it cannotimade Sol and Luna.

The first reason: for if they should be transfornmd Mercury and should be mixed with Sol and Luthen the
Mercury of them would have in itself that bad Sulprand if it should be purged then it would notpaeged into so
much, which should reduce it into Mercury as befreh simplicity, neither also could the body besdlved into it
by Mercury and when it cannot be dissolved thea #lsannot send his serated strength into it.

But natures being serated or ingrafted of each paery one is separated from the other in triflemvit has not
secretly in itself a perfect nature with which thmight effect it by the solution of them, but itdbvays necessary
for them, by the help of Art, that other perfectlles should succour them, with their nature whiaturally is
perfect.

Secondly, if the imperfect bodies should be adfistethe perfect bodies, Silver and Gold couldb®made, when
as naturally the natures of them are locked ireeigfart by congelation, and when there is no m@amiog, those
natures to send one strength into another, thgnddenot be joined by natural conjunction, so thay may return
into Mercury from whence on each part they tookrtbgginal. And therefore by the vehemency of fine they are
separated by course, by combustion of imperfectraats is well seen. But when you will conjoinrthenake
Mercury by Mercury, which dissolves and opens lackeatures, that simply one may pass into anotiner ttze
perfect send strength into the imperfect, thatdatye made perfect with it, and these are the labafithe
particular way, and so Gold and Silver may be mzatécularly.

Note that raw Mercury dissolves bodies and redtlua® into their first matter and nature, but therddiey of
bodies cannot do this. That is because of the rssvakits Sulphur, which it had in the first whéarth, with which
it is made from the beginning of clear water, baseathat [which is] raw does always desire to grizat which is
nearest its nature, first Gold, secondly Silver,,diut the other Mercury congealed of bodies cadandhis, because
by congelation that raw sulphur, which before wa#,iis altered in nature, therefore it gnaws a®the first, nor



opens that which is locked. And therefore, onengfite is not sent into another, but everything remmaiy itself,
whereby surely they are fluctuously joined, but maeurally locked in each part.
Wherefore, by the trial and sharpness of the five,imperfect is burnt, the perfect remaining, lnseaone nature
cannot help another, but this way do it with crddgent vive, that is to lock and open natures #wary near thing
may be in aid to its nature. Therefore if Silverdigsolved, he shall find a silvery nature, if Gadyolden nature, if
Lead, a leaden nature. It is congealed by thepl8ul Whereupon the Philosopher says, "But if tHosgies, which
participate their nature, as you seek in many stipknd unclean things and therefore it is pardidylpossible on
either part, for Gold and Silver to be made oéitd not in other bodies as you hear."
Note that there is a double solution of bodies Mtrcury by Mercury and into Water of Mercury. Tiirst solution
is required for particular things, the second foivarsal things.
The first solution of bodies into Mercury is butesolution, that is, that which is locked by resioln only, and
opened for the entrance of one nature into anotimet that is resolution in particulars.
The second solution is into water of Mercury anid done universally, and that is not done onlyisgolution of
unripe Sulphur into Mercury, but by putrefactiontiogé body and spirit into moisture, when as putida is the
solution and separation of all natures bound bysmand so the parts bound are separated evepaotiom
another. And this is done by the separation angtisol of the elements, which in the generation efrdliry are
connected, that is, of water and earth and thods pile they are purged are joined in nature dryversion, and
loose themselves more for their cleanness thandé@imature, and this separation cannot be indsolliit by a
spirit. So art transcends nature in one way, afjhartificial things may well be done suddenly, ethhaturally
before took longer.
Do not believe that these are common elementsighatsay, cloud water and such like, but cold dndearth, cold
and moist water, moist and hot air, hot and dwy, fand so are the Elements in Nature. But art dssteeparate the
connected parts in generation that they shouldrbplg transmuted into those elements, which theyewehen as
the first nature has changed one quickly into agrotim such way the Art may well be separated, aistfrom dry,
and cold from hot but yet one quality of the nateammixtion possesses the nature of the otheonimespart, by
those things with the help of art, they might bieéadl, as they are divided. If that were not tha goality should
participate in the nature of another, that is, wpteticipates in the nature of earth in coldnassl air in the nature
of water in moistness, and so in all the rest, ithamuld follow that the natural work would be whodestroyed,
when as the elements should be be most simplaegsmere before. Before the generation of Mercuryhad
destroyed nature, beginning from the head, thiabie Gold and Silver, even to the beginning thaiigent Vive
and beyond those principles of simple elementxradeg to that which they have been before the geiun of
Mercury, so that it is impossible in Art. If it weepossible then it would follow that Art would makkements
afresh, beyond the first matter of metals, and @dagain engender Mercury as it destroyed it, wisdmpossible
to be done artificially. Surely Art is well destexy from the head even unto the feet, that is,@difig Mercury
from the feet even unto the head in a more subtla fvith the substances of nature, which before Av&sSo the
forms of things are divided, when as they are traried into another form than that which they haghbieefore. As
Aristotle says, "Let the Artificers of Alchemy knothat the forms of things cannot be transmutedtivis true
unless they be reduced or converted into theitr fi@tter, that is into Argent Vive, otherwise itifigpossible to be
done."

Nourishment
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Here Sol is made black like unto pitch,
With the Mercury of the Philosophers.




The second particular isin Sol, Mercury, and in the Sulphur of the Philosophers
Whereas it has been before said, that Luna contdiite Sulphur in it, as Gold does red, yet therfaf fire is
hidden in it under the whiteness. Therefore itdsgible for all Silver to be made Gold. Whereupgmn Philosopher
says, "It is not Gold unless it has first been maieer.” So Silver contains in itself certain ugdsted qualities,
which may be purged from it by Art, so that parécly it passes into fixed Mercury, and into thearest nature of
Gold, because it then contains everything in itdelf Gold contains, by the apposition of the ratbSur of
Philosophers, with which it is more digested, dm@ditrineness in it is caused in the joining & gerfect body,
when as they are simple of one nature. But thimpossible to be done in other bodies, as they havso great
vicinity or nearness to perfect nature, as thattis our impediment in the engendering of themadbystible and
stinking Sulphur. Neither are they of Mercury, dfieh the Philosopher speaks, "It cannot pass ftwrdst to the
last, but by the middle." That is, Gold is not emgdgred of Mercury unless it be first Silver, neithas it in itself
Sulphur of the simple fire, not burning, but bugniBulphur and therefore they cannot particularlyraesformed
into fixed Mercury, as has been said before bytatlis.
Let the Artificer know that they may make thingeelito them, and tinct by red citrine, that it mags to be Gold,
and tinct white with white until it be much likel@&r. They may also take away the uncleanness ad log of other
sick bodies, that they may seem to be Gold an@&ibut yet Lead always remains Lead, becausesihbgin it the
digested qualities of Gold and Silver. As thosechiteke Salt Armoniack or other lesser mineraidaiade men,
and join Copper or Tin with Mercury, so that it mgypear to men to be Silver, and malleable in ssong and are
able to endure the trial in the fire. Accordingtiem which are skilful in the fire, which neverths$ are deceived in
this, because it has not in it the silvery nataseappeareth in the colour and trial.
The first reason is, Copper contains in it Mercsgmewhat clean, in as much as there is of Suljbutithe
Sulphur is stinking and adustible, which burnsnid das redness not well digested, but by reastimreated and
unclean Sulphur. While the Mercury has the substdedore the Sulphur, and therefore it goes manelglin the
fire, than Lead or Tin, because Mercury resists Imot in as much as it suffers violence of the Bufpmixed with
it, but that Lead is sooner burnt, that is by reasibthe infected Mercury. But infected Mercury lwihfected
Sulphur, is as Lead, seeks some moistness of jitsriiection, and when Silver and Copper are mingiesilver it
finds not any thing but an infected thing. But iagper it first finds burning Silver, to which it §®oner mingled,
and in the universal mixing, the Mercury is morteated with Copper, when as Lead is infected inegipart, that
is of Mercury and Sulphur.
And now, because more evil does sooner cleaveiltcsevmuch the more weak and worse it will be, dretefore
sooner sticks to Copper and Silver, infecting anhimg it with the nature of Copper and Silver as yrave heard.
On either part it is locked and cannot help thesspand so Lead burns the Copper from the Silveictwis more
slowly separated without Lead, because how mucimitre imperfect it is, so much the more weak andlagstible
it will be. But in the conjunction with Copper aiMercury, by some means it opens the natures arjdinsrthese
two, that is, Tin and Copper. Tin has clean Meramg bad Sulphur, weakly mixed, Mercury is joindthw
Mercury. And Mercury hath always the power of Sulptby changing the colour of Copper which is inpBur, so
that a new form may appear, and may not also quimkin the Sulphur as it did before that MercurpdAvhen
crude Mercury is coagulated by it, it is alteredhvthem in nature, as by some means it may appdsg Silver,
although in truth it be not Silver. When as dueeditpn and decoction shall not be in it, and Sulphat of a simple
fire, and of a virtuous nature, as Argent Vivelitsef which Gold and Silver on either part, thataf Mercury and
Sulphur, are sufficiently digested and of good migees, and perfect in all digestion.
Thus you have the sophistical Silver of Copper,dnd Mercury, and then if you mingle some powdéits® lesser
minerals, it is not impossible if Mercury has trevgrnment, but yet always when it is imperfecis in the end
diminished and burnt in the fire, when, as the Buips not of a virtual nature as the Mercury, dlways secretly
hurtful and infecting the Mercury, although the lglery be well furnished, and so in the end it resumo dung, as
it was before. Understand, therefore, how the Gokl and Silver differ from the sophistical, altlgbumany
sophistications are made by the same manner by otbils into red and white, adjoined with the éesainerals or
with some one of them. But those labourers aredgeluwhen they think themselves to have found tmelg
appearance, their ignorance is the cause of tegguse they know not the natures of metals.
Fixation



Here ends the life of Luna,
And the spirit subtly ascends on high.
Raymund: Now | will speak of fixation of tincture, or of @per which carries tincture in it, and which is ddyy
calcination of which way | will stop.

Leliusthe Philosopher: In the end a king shall come forth unto thee credvwith a precious crown, shining like
Sol, glistening in brightness like unto a carbunotelting like wax, persevering and abiding in tine, penetrating
and retaining Argent vive.
Arnoldus: For the colour of redness is created of the actishpent of digestion, because blood is not engeitie
in man, unless it first be diligently decoctedlie liver. So we, in the morning, when we see oimeuto be white,
then we know we have slept but a little and weabed again, but after we have received more sthep,the
digestion is accomplished and our urine is citedaSo by decoction only, whiteness may come toess by
continuing the fire in that way, and our white Ceppf it be diligently decocted may be made pdrfed. Let it
therefore be decocted with a dry fire and with clicination, until it wax red like cinnabar, and peither water
nor any other thing into it, until it become de@atto the accomplishment of the red.
What yields Fusion and I ngestion and also Fixation
Geber in the Second book and thefirst Chapter: We say, because the perfection of every solusairawn with
subtle waters, especially sharp and bitter, anld ggtring waters having no faeces, as distilledganés, and sharp
grapes, sour pears, and pomegranates distillekieisbrt, and such like as these, but the subtteothem has been
the cause of the invention thereof, which haveheeifusion nor ingression of which a great profithe fixed
spirits was lost, and of those which are of natfmegverything that is dissolved must of necessitye the nature
of Salt or of Alum, or of some such like as thisitB is the nature of them because they give fusiomelting
before their vitrification, therefore the dissolvegirits will in like sort yield like fusion. Seajrtherefore they much
agree with themselves in their nature and bodissneedful to penetrate bodies by it, and in tnauting to
penetrate and in penetrating to transmute, butnites not to this without the magistery, which it thfter the
solution and coagulation. Thereof some one of pgts, purified and not fixed, should be administto it and so
often sublimed in it until it remains with it, aelds it a more speedy fusion or melting, and @ness it in melting
from vitrification, for it is the nature of spirisnd bodies not to be vitrified and to keep theedikom vitrification
until the spirits shall be in it. Therefore, themmave preserve the nature of the spirit, so muelmtbre we defend it
from vitrification. Therefore, by the work of natuwe may prove that the grounds of Salts and Alamd,of such
like, preserving nature to be dissolvable, for imel fhot in all the works of it any other thing te Hissolved besides
these. Therefore, whatsoever things are dissomedt of necessity be dissolved by the nature ahthry the
reiteration of calcination and solution. Therefose, prove it by the fact that all things calcined aear to the
nature of Salts or Alums and therefore must of agitg accompany themselves in the propriety. Battianner of
Solution is of two sorts, that is, by hot dung dychot water, of which there is one intention ane effect. The
manner thereof by dung, is to put it into an earthedy and to pour upon it a quantity of distilMithegar, or such
like, and to stop the head thereof close, thatgathe not out, and to set it in warm dung, thiesdand afterwards
let that which is dissolved be removed by disiiblatof a philtre, but let not the dissolved be t&d again, until by
reiteration of the work it be dissolved upon alitttBut the order which is done by the boilinglod wvater, is more



speedy, and it is as calcined into a body. It iskie sort ordered with Vinegar, and the hole @pgted that it fume
not out, and it must be buried in a cauldron flilvater and straw, as in the manner of distillatiyrwater we have
taken a precept by order, and afterwards let fr&ibdled underneath it, until it boil the spacenfhour, but after
this let the dissolved be distilled. The meltinghie middle fire by which the Ingestion is madehis last of
perfections. As Geber says, in his Seventh Booktehd 7, "Let all resolved things be coagulatedhayhelp only
of the fire, and that in the vessel strongly stah@ad keep this secret of mine, because the thipgrfectly
coagulated, if not, then begin the work again, laydeiteration you shall come to your work againtlie help of
God."

Raymund: Our infant has two fathers and two mothers, arghbse it is charily nourished of the whole substanc
in the fire, therefore it never dies. Cerationhis teducing of moisture above the earthy by thp bEthe fire, that
by calcination it being deprived of moisture anéhigemade dry like sand, it may be mollified andueed to
melting, and in consequence may have ingressiamditby common liquefaction which the common peapklt
by fire, but by a philosophical solution which isré by water.

Fixation is when the body receives the tinctingispnd takes away his volatileness, and it is doyeften
iteration, until it be made ashes of perpetual eéndyand that the whole remain in the fire.

How of Mercury metals especially are engendered

The nature of all melting things is of Argent Viaad of the substance of it, because Argent Viygaper to them,
because it is coagulated of vapour or of the hbahde or red Sulphur not burning. Whereupon Avild says in
his first book, "If it be white Sulphur not burniniggcongeals Mercury into good Silver, but if tBalphur shall be
pure with clear redness, and if the fever of tkeiffiess simply not burning shall be in it, it coalgento most pure
Gold, better than the mineral has brought fortret®use every dry thing does naturally suck up listure, that it
may be continuated in his parts, therefore the wapbthe Sulphur of Argent vive is to be coagulbtd a subtle,
earthy substance, decocted and undigested, frofirstheommixtion, united unto it in the action leéat, afterwards
elevated, decocted and digested, until it hasghsubus strength of coagulating Argent vive intdaliie bodies.
Gold has much of the virtue of Sulphur and buttkelof the substance thereof, and much of thetanbe of
Mercury and little of the virtue thereof. Which bgason of the Mercury it is very heavy and by reastthe
Sulphurous virtue it is very red. Silver in all ptd is in a contrary manner, because it has mudheatubstance of
Sulphur and but little of the virtue thereof, aittdd of the substance of Mercury and much of titue thereof.
Therefore, it is white, because colour follows theltitude of virtue, but virtue is placed in vapphis matter is
nearer the matter of Gold, than any other metalgtiore it is more easily turned into Gold. It need other labour
but in transmuting the colour and giving the weight

The Difference of Oil and Water in the Manner of Tincture

Arnoldus: There is a difference between the tincture of watel oil, because water does only wash and cleanse
but oil tinges and colours. As for example, if bltie drowned in water, it is cleansed by it andmihés dried the
water goes away and the cloth remains in its statkin that colour which it had before, but thas inore clean.
And it is contrary to this in oil, because if cldib dipped in it, it is not separated from it, bg teat of the fire, or
of the air, unless that be wholly destroyed, neitza the oil be separated from that cloth, butvaghing and by
the dryness of the fire. But water is a spirit agting the soul from bodies, and when the souktisaeted from
those bodies, then it remains born in that spérithee tincture of things tinged is carried by thetev upon the cloth,
and then the water goes away by dryness, andrnbieite remains fixed in the cloth by his oilyneSs.therefore,
water is a spirit in which the tincture of the @iicarried, which when it is brought upon the wifitkated earth,
presently the spiritual water is dried up and t@ semains in the body, which is the tincturetw air. Therefore,
the spirit retains the soul, as the soul retaiasibdy, because the soul stays not in the bodygyptlie help of the
spirit. But when they are conjoined they are neegrarated, because the spirit retains the sobkasoul retains the
earth. Whereupon Hermes teaches us that souls Beettonoured in stones, for their mansion is é@mthBut there
are retainers of fugitives with them. Thereforis ibur coagulation, because they retain it flyidgw, therefore, the
soul into the white foliated earth because thatinatit. Because when it would ascend from thendatd heaven
and would descend again into the earth, it wileree the strength of the inferior and superior.

Of Inceration, or the Manner of Reducing Water upon Earth

Arnoldus says, therefore, pour in water by grindaygcourses and afterwards by calcining it genthtjl that water
shall suck up the fiftieth part of his water, knagithat first the earth must be nourished withtke livater and after
wards with more, as is seen in the education afifamt. Therefore grind much by imbibing the eaki little and
little with water from 8 days to 8 days, decodhitlung, because by the inward moistening, theibgris taken
away and the thing is brought into his first mattard afterward calcine it meanly in the fire, detdt not be
irksome unto thee to reiterate it oftentimes, beeahe earth brings not forth fruit without muchdar and
ploughing, and if the trituration shall not be gptil the water may be made one with the eartb,itbdy brings



forth nothing. Therefore, withhold not thy handrfrahe trouble of grinding and drying, because ikesathe earth
white, but take heed that you imbibe not the elhuttby little and little, supply it with long grimag, after the drying
of the earth, then there is a weight in this evdwgne to be noted, that is lest overmuch drynessiperfluous
humour corrupt it in administering. That is, thatiymay decoct so much by drying as the DissolutiEmadded to
it, and dissolve it by imbibing as much as by dgyinis lacking. Therefore pour water over it temgiely every
time after the calcination, neither too much nar litile, because if it should be much, it wouldrhade the sea of
calcination, and if too little then it is burnt anashes or dross.
Wherefore, work your earth gently and not overihadtom 8 days to 8 days, decoct it in dung aattine it, until
it shall imbibe the fiftieth part of the water in And know that after the imbibing, it must be stened inwardly the
space of 7 days, therefore begin the work againyrtiares, although it be long, because you shalkeetthe
tincture until it be accomplished. Study, therefavben you shall be in every work, to record ajhsi which appear
in every decoction and search out the causes of,thed bear them continually in your mind.
There are three colours, black white, and citrmeen the earth goes forth the blackness is imperfec
Therefore, every time little by little strengthéweftfire in calcination, until the earth come fovthite by the strength
of the fire, for as heat working in moisture givdackness, so working in dryness yields whitenéesefore, if the
earth be not white, grind it with water and afterdgcalcine it again, because Azoth and fire waeloth, and do
take the obscurity from it. For his preparatioalisays made with water, therefore, what the cleatewis, such is
the clear earth, and how much the more the ead kst washed, so much the more white it is. Tloeeefoy the
manifold reiteration of Imbibing with strong grimdj and often drying of the wateriness of Mercung, greater part
is consumed, that is of the wateriness, the resihereof is in like sort revived by the reiteratioihSublimation.
These words Arnoldus uses in his Rosary, word fandw
Of the Manner of Subliming and making White, and a Recapitulation of the Whole M agistery
But when the earth shall draw out the fiftieth pafrit from the water, then sublime it presentlyttwas strong water
as you can until it ascend upward in manner of mdséte powder. But when you shall see the earth filkre white
snow in whiteness, and as dead powder to stidketdtims and sides, then reiterate Sublimation ufpagain
without the faeces remaining beneath, becausepptrat being fixed does stick and would be fixgth the
faeces,and can never be separated from them biirchpf policy.
But the powder ascending upwards from the faecasthies extracted from ashes, and earth sublimedanmiired,
but that which remains beneath is ashes of ashdsha lower ashes is to be condemned and dispssteeces and
dross. Make, therefore, a difference between tharcnd bright thereof, because when it is mostevdnd ascends
like snow then it will be accomplished. Gathethirefore, warily that it fly not away in fume, lzerse it is a good
thing to be sought for, a white foliated earth, gealing that which is to be congealed and cleartsiagwhich is to
be cleansed, and purifying Arsenic and white Sulpbfiwhich Aristotle says that it is the best thithe Alchemists
can take, that of it they may make Silver.
No man ought to sublime earth for the works of $stelns but ought to sublime it for the perfect Eliand those
which are sublimed are sublimed in two mannergyahemselves because they are spirits, or witbrethecause
they incorporate in themselves with the spirits. Mercury when it is a spirit is sublimed by itsédfit our earth
when it is calx is not sublimed unless it incorgesatself with Mercury. Convert therefore the cahd imbibe
Mercury and decoct it until it be made one body ktdt not be tedious to thee to reiterate it ofitmes because the
body will not ascend upward unless it be incorpegtatith Mercury. Therefore it is needful that yaubslate its
nature as much as you can and strongly decocthtMercury until it be made one, because we make no
Sublimation but that the bodies may be broughtdalatle nature and matter, that is that they magpirits and that
the body may be light, to govern in every thinghef in Sol or Luna, and this sublimation we makeiider that we
may bring bodies into their first nature and mattieat is into Mercury and Sulphur. Therefore wekengnis
Sublimation for three reasons. Firstly, that theyomay be a spirit of a subtle matter and natweegsdly, is that
Mercury may incorporate himself with the calx; dahadly, that the whole may take the white and cetbur.
Therefore when calx is sublimed to Luna it oughbéowhite and Mercury likewise white, and Calx wliteg
sublimed to Sol ought to be red and Mercury oughikie sort to be red, being made hot with the #inel it ought to
be an incerated powder.
Put not the red Mercury to the white nor the wiitéo the red, but place every form with his ownmiand put it to
the fire being hindled and sublime the whole andgta not that which remains down below. After ybalsbegin
again to sublime by the incorporation of Mercuryiluhe whole shall ascend, otherwise do not puiti the
magistery. Let the Alembic wherein you put the Meeycbe glazed and let the cucurbit be of glazetheand let
the mouth of the bottom be large that the Mercuay mscend up more freely, but the Alembic musbibeef with
the cucurbit so that the Mercury may not fly foothevaporate away, lest the Magistery perish.

Multiplication



Here the water is diminished,
And bedeweth the earth with his moisture.
The Seventy-Ninth Chapter of the Third Book of Geber
The additional amount of sulphur not burning peffeadministered is made for the preparation ofrtieglicine of
Sol with the industry of subtilty by means of figimnd calcining and by the manifold means of Sotutiith much
reiteration until it be made clean. Surely perfeiinistration goes before these things whichfescegd by
sublimation and it is of this sort, that is the manof additament by reiteration of the part of shiblimation of the
unfixed stone, with the policy of conjoining uritibe elevated with it and again be fixed withhiat it stand. And
when the order of the exuberance of this accompiésti is reiterated oftentimes and the medicineukiptied
more, the goodness of it is more augmented andrteet perfection is multiplied.
And we to avoid the taunts of the impious will deel the whole accomplishment of this magistery ustiert
speech are completed and known. And the intentieredf is that the stone may be most perfectlynsled by
means of the sublimation, and the addition of it.
And surely from hence, that which is volatile mayflxed of them by the means of policies, but floemce that
which is fixed may be made volatile, and againublatile fixed, and in this order the most precigesret is
accomplished which exceeds all secrets of scienfc#ss world, and it is an incomparable treasare] then by
great diligence and labour, and continuance ofesarmeditation thou may be raised up into it, fahwhat thou
shalt find it and not without it and by diligence may find in the preparation of the Stone, thatilittransmute
Argent vive into Sol and Luna infinitely more puard perfect than naturally they are.
And now blessed and glorified be the Great God atulkes who hath revealed unto us the series aiedicines
with the experiences of it which by the goodnesiisfnvestigation and by the instances of our lalwe have
gotten and we have seen it with our eyes and talittveith our hands and although we have conceidledder
dark speeches. Yet let not the children of Learmiagvel at it, for we have not concealed it frorarth but we have
delivered it to the improbate and the wicked urgilerh dark speeches, for that it is necessary do,tget the wise
and virtuous may by diligence attain unto it. Tliere, you Sons of Learning seek after it diligenfyr this most
excellent gift of God is kept for you only. You igrant men and Sons of impiety and of wickednegdydim this
science because it is an enemy unto you and vidlghyou into the miserable state of penury, becéysthe divine
judgement and providence this gift of God is ujtéiidden from you, and altogether denied you. Tihushe words
of Geber.
Geber in hisFirst Book and 26th Chapter: We grant therefore unto thee according to theiopiof the ancient
men which were following this art, that the natysehciples of the work of nature, are a stinkipirig, that is
Sulphur, and quick water, which we also grant tom&med dry water. But we have divided the stinldpiit, for it
is white in secret and both red and black in thgistary of this work, but in manifest both of théemd to be red.
Geber in his Second Book Chapter 39: The consideration of things helping perfectiothis consideration of the
natures of those things which we see sticks todsodithout workmanship and to make a mutation aMssites,
Magnesia, Thusia, Antimony and the Lapis Lazuld #re consideration of those things which withlgtig or
cleaning, cleanse the bodies such as Salt or ABatpeter and Borax and such things as are oftiisenaAnd what
is the consideration of vitrification, cleansing tye like nature.
The Cleansing of most sharp Vinegar according to Geber in hisbook of the I nvestigation of this M agistery
Vinegar of what kind soever it may be made subtié gurified, and his virtue and effect by distibat may be



bettered. We have spoken sufficiently of the cleanand purifying those things with which imperféddies may
be prepared and purified and be made more bettesustle by a due fire always helping it, for tteeg prepared
and purged by them by the intention of the fir¢hiis manner, for these imperfect bodies have slymer§ moistures
and a burning sulphuriness and a blackness ingegdarthem and corrupting those aforesaid bodies.they
have an unclean earthiness, stinking and combestibly gross and hindering impression and melfiingse and
such like things are in these foresaid bodies whrehto be found in them by our experiences anitigol
investigations. And because these superfluous shiagpened accidentally in these bodies and nalhd
therefore the spoiling of those accidental thirgggassible, therefore it behoves us to take awauperfluous
accidents with artificial fire from these afores#iéhgs, the substance only Argent vive and ofaaldSulphur
remaining. And this is the full preparation of ihgerfect things and the perfect depuration clegapdiettering and
subtilisation of these things or of this pure sahst remaining is done many ways, according to mthie Elixir of
preparation does want. Therefore this is the maahdepuration in general. For first of all the stffuous moisture
is to be elevated with a proportionate fire andwatrin the essence of them and also the subtldamdng
superfluidity. And this must be done by calcinititgn all the substances remaining corrupt in tihe afathe
superfluous burning moistness and blackness of tieto be gnawn away with those aforesaid cleanpsbr bitter
corrosives , until the calx shall be white or redoloured clean according to the body, the natunek property, and
pure from all superfluity and corruption. And thekigs are cleansed with those corrosives by grgydmbibing
or washing, but afterwards all the unclean earttrig to be taken away and also the gross andptitniel
stinkingness with the aforesaid things clean ané por having metallic fusion or melting purifiedtlvthe
aforesaid calx in the aforesaid manner, commixetivegll grinded, which in the melting or reductiofitiee calx
will retain within themselves the gross and unclearthliness, the body remaining pure and cleafisedall
corrupting superfluousness.

The ordering of the subtilation and bettering @& plure substance of those things in general iskiist, this purged
and redacted body is again to be calcined witHitheand with the help of the aforesaid cleanstrigds, and then is
to be dissolved with these things which are soégtjor this water being our Stone is Argent vifdigent vive
and Sulphur of Sulphur, extracted, subtilated atehaated of a spiritual body which may be bettdned
strengthening elemental virtues into it with otpegparatives, which are made of the kind of itglkand by
augmenting its colour, fixion, weight, purity, fosi and all other things which appertain to pertdotir.

And this is the way found out by us alone, of prafian, depuration, subtilisation, and melioratadmineral
bodies in general.

The Multiplication of the Elixir is made in two wayThe one is done by reiterated solution and da#ign of the
Stone. The second by projection of the first StohElixir upon the body either white or red in suphantity that
the same body may also be converted into the nredand let this be put together to dissolve inrtivaiter and
menstruum, and thus the first Elixir is fermensath tincture and thus the woman bakers do.

Of the Inceration of the White Elixir

Extract it therefore from hence from a crystallpiate which you shall find clear in the bottom dinst grind it and
cerate it with the last inceration, by dropping njitodrop after drop in a crucible upon a gentte 6f his white air
until it be melted like wax without fume. Then itypon a fiery plate. If it resolve itself spegdike wax then it is
cerated, but if not then take and cerate it ageip dfter drop of his white oil, until it be meltéke wax without
fume. And surely this is the precept of all thel®wvphers, that when you fix the sublimed part thesmost clean
part of the earth, that then you would reiterageghiblimation of the other part not fixed, uport thhich is fixed,
until that also be fixed. Try this upon the firedahit give good melting then you have sufficignteiterated the
sublimation, but if not then reiterate the Subliimatof the unfixed part upon that, until it be ddicmelted like
wax without fume, then extract it and suffer itctmol.

And now in the aforesaid chapter note diligentky #ealous intention of the Author in it how oftenreiterates the
manner of inceration. It might have been sufficienhave repeated it but once, but because he thighhore
strongly and deeply imprint it into the understangdof the reader, therefore he repeats it so oftecause in it the
whole strength of the Elixir depends. Consider #fsa Ceration, Fixation and Sublimation are akt @amd their acts
are alike, for by inceration the spirit is fixeddatihe body is sublimed.

Arnoldusin the previous chapter: Keep the water 7 times distilled because it issitigative Mercury of the
Philosophers, making matrimony and Aqua Vita waghiaton. And as you have done with the white wateshall
you also with the red water because they have nde¢he same manner of washing and a like effe¢tiHat only
white water is to make white and red water is t&enaed. Therefore mingle not the one with the otferause you
shall err in so doing.

Arnoldusin another chapter: But if it melt more hardly, which is the defectadration, then help it with oil, that
is with air by dropping drop to drop upon a liginef until it melt like wax, and when you incerdt¢hen mingle



more of the hot and moist thing than of the cold dry. And when you fix it then mingle more of tbeld and dry
things than of the hot and moist. Therefore undastvhat | speak because the permutation of nattihe
perfection of this work. Note of the aforesaid tsnthat water, air and oil are all one, that igiBpf mineral
Mercury.
Arnoldusin another Chapter: The principal manners of the Regimen are fourtTht dissolve, to wash, to
reduce, and to fix. To dissolve the gross into $&ngmd to make it subtle, to wash the obscurebnight, to reduce
the moist into dry, to fix the volatile upon a ftkbody. To dissolve is to divide bodies and to mizeematter or
first nature. To wash is to inhumate, to distil dodalcine. To reduce is to impregnate, to ineeseaid to
impregnate, and to subtilate. To fix is to resob@njjoin and to coagulate. By the first the natarehanged
inwardly, by the second outwardly, by the thirdhegt, and by the fourth lowest.

Reviving

Here the Soul descendeth gloriously from heaven,
And raiseth up the Daughter of Philosophy.

Geber in histhird book and 19th Chapter: Because we have fully entreated of the known eepees of the
sufficiency of the causes of this magistery, acitwydo the exigency of speech concerning our peposw it
remains for us to come in one little chapter togbeomplishment of the whole divine work and tovdthe

dispersed magistery into a brevity of speech.
We say therefore because there is no brief intertidhe whole work but that the known stone mayaben, and
then with the instances of the work the sublimatibe continued upon it, and by this it is cleahem the
corrupting impurity and it is the perfection of $aation and with it the stone is to be made subtigl it come into
the last purity of subtleness, and lastly be maaatie. But from hence let it be fixed with the nmers of fixing,
until it wax quiet in the sharpness of the fire &mde consists the second degree of preparation.
And in the third degree the stone is administendike sort which consists in the last accomplishtd the
preparation, that is to say that you make the Sedmeh is now fixed with the means of Sublimatitmpe volatile,
and that which is volatile to be fixed, and theetixdissolved, and the dissolved to be again velaihd again to
make the volatile fixed until it melt and alterthre sure accomplishment of Sol and Luna. Therdfare
multiplication of the goodness of alteration re@sat the reiteration of preparation of the thiedree in the
medicine. Therefore, of the diversity of the reitérn of the work upon the Stone in his degreesgdiliersity of the
multiplication of the goodness of alteration regsicthat of the medicines some of them transmwiengeld, some
tenfold, some an hundred fold and some a thousaddyfea, and some transmute infinitely into thestand perfect
bodies of Sol and Luna. From hence, therefore |asity, let it be tried whether the magistery cstssin perfection.
Therefore let him attend who desires to know ttegpprties of the action, or the manner of the cortiposof the
greater Elixir, for we speak to make one substgetgathered out of many united together and fixgdch being
put upon the fire, the fire may not alter it, areing mingled with melted things it may melt witleth, it may be
mingled with that which is of an ingrossable subs&ain it and with that which is of a mingling stdoxce, and is
hardened with that which is of an hard substandefiaad with that which is of an fixing substanesd it is not
burnt of these things that burn gold or silver, anidgs to the consolidation with a due and perfiecyness.



Yet you may not understand it so far in a shoretimhen in a four days or hours it may be restatdtie first turn,
but that in respect of the modern physicians aréspect also of the truth of the operation of regtbut this is
sooner ended. From whence the Philosopher has'samdedicine is that which in the long space ofdilms been
anticipated,” wherefore I tell you that you labgatiently because it is a necessity so to do, arelyshastiness is
partly of the Devil. Therefore he who has no patéeret him refrain his hands from the work, beeausbelief
hinders him by reason of his hastiness.

For every action naturally has its mean and detexthtime, in which space more or less it is deteechi

There are three things necessary for this Art,ithBiatience, Delay and Aptness of instruments/loéh we have
spoken in diverse chapters in the sum of this perfeagistery, in which we conclude with manifestl apen proof,
that our Stone is nothing else but a stinking spind a living water which we also name dry waael cleansed by
natural proportion and united with such union, ihatinnot be separated from it. To which the tloioght to be
added, to abbreviate the work this perfect bodttsnuated.

Therefore from the premises, the things are manifesvhich the truth consists and by which the kvidself is
effected.

Of the Coagulation and Preparation of the First Stone and the Sublimation of it

Here follows certain more notable things colleateiti of a little book of one called Ademarus uporb&ethe King
of the Persians, and in the fourth chapter whersalys -

As much as the Stone is cleansed by sublimatiorbgrnts burning taken away by the extraction of dildrom it,
and his flight is destroyed by the fixing of it,tygevertheless it is neither melted, entered imbm,mingled, but it is
vitrified, as it is in the seventh chapter of Gebéra, rather it ought to be dissolved in the shasg of waters and
be calcined many times as it is had in the sixtyerth chapter of Geber.

Geber in his sixth chapter says that by the madhifeiteration of Imbibing and with light grinding@ drying the
wateriness of it, the greater part is blotted ®tis is therefore the Sublimation of the first dsgrby which the
wateriness of Mercury is consumed afterwards iess&l body which is described in the twenty eighidpter, that
whole substance must be sprinkled in the bottoihafd then let the fire be increased as it is gattie third
chapter about the middle of it, until part of itteding pure in whiteness the white snow, stickgh® brims of the
body, his whiteness being as it were dead. Andishisir Sublimation by which the earthly stinkingaend the
parts of Sulphur with the faeces remain at thedmottand in it its nature is purified, and from hetet it be fixed
with the manner of fixing, that is fermented, ahdrt let it be set in dung. It follows until it waiet in the
sharpness of the fire, and this is called the sg&®gree of preparation that is of Sublimation, ibittbe demanded
how Mercury may be subtilated when in act it hathast subtle substance (as is said in the thirithrand seventy
third chapters), where it is said that it shoulcclemnsed and subtilated by the manner of sublimatt subtilation
that is with sublimation of the first degree. THere lastly let it stand volatile, that is let i Isublimed with firing,
so that it may ascend from the faeces as cleawyatatto the brims of the vessel.

Geber says "make white Laton, that is earth, apdipethe books, that your hearts may not be brakénd in
another place: "Fire and water do wash Laton, aipe @wway the blackness of it". It follows therefdnat which is
sublimed in the vessel Aludel, reiterate it onestitthat is fix it by subliming, as he says in hidyssecond chapter,
because a soft fire as it is said in the same piaaereserver of the moistness and a perfectirediusion.
Likewise it is said in the thirtieth chapter thatg&nt vive ought first to be sublimed and aftervgai@be fixed.
Likewise it is said in the twenty-eighth chapteattMercury is fixed by his successive sublimati®mthat it may
give metallic fusion or melting. You shall find shgelf same thing oftentimes in his sayings. Adisih aforesaid
things ought to be understood of the preparatiahefirst Stone and the whitening of it, before futting of it in
dung because it must be so often incerated wittpshaters and be dissolved and coagulated upors ash# it
wax to soft and white and in the end flow like Itiduna. For this is the sublimation of it, thatrigo an higher
dignity and virtue, and this is his true purificati

It follows in the seventh chapter, but | counseletthat thou begin this work with imperfect stofeghis hath been
of the principal and hidden understanding of thab&. So you have in the seventeenth chapterhtbatature of
Mercury is so in bodies as it is in Mercury, yedMarcury, yea rather it is most perfect in knoworss. Likewise it
is said in the third chapter that the nature oftified Mercury is in Marcasite and meanly prepanddch is of
more force. That Philosopher in his works, only nethe nature of Mercury, but the whole natureafisof
Mercury as it is said in the eighth chapter.

Likewise that Philosopher will have that substaot®ercury mortified, but naturally the Mercury ibvfs in that
honourable Stone, as it is manifest to all men.

Likewise that Philosopher will have that substaot®ercury fixed as it is manifest because he teadhe policies
of fixing with wariness and warnings but who wodloubt the substance of that most precious Stobe fixable,
surely no man that knows it.



Likewise the Philosopher will have his stone tdilted with the heat of the fire, that the moistneg# may be
preserved, but where is there a more temperatetlmain the bowels of the earth. Likewise the ¢dapher will
have his stone to be melted, therefore it is mantfeat the Stone is master of the Philosopheri§ hesshould say
that he does that even naturally by himself whiehshheld to do, and so the Philosopher is notenadtthe Stone
but rather its minister.

Therefore, he seeks by art beyond nature, byaatiti induce some matter into the thing which isrmaturally in it,
does err greatly and shall bewalil his error.

Sol is the beginning for the red work, and Lunatfa white work, being purged from its burning aadnbustible
sulphur.

But that there is in it such a substance, you liatiee forty-seventh chapter, and that Luna isStane for the white
work, you have in the eighteenth chapter.

Take therefore this most precious Stone, havingy bsall and spirit, and calcine it with its moistpor with
Mercury, so that it may not be touched in it.

But the Stone is administered even in the thirdekegvhich consists in the last accomplishment efteparation,
and it is that thou make the Stone, which is nowdiby means of Sublimation, to be volatile, andliswe it with
the spirits not fixed. The fixed to be sublimea@thing else than for the body to be converted énspirit which
secret is thus extracted out of the sayings oPthigosophers, for it is had in the thirty-severitiajgter that the spirit
is not mingled to the body, that is to the fixethstiance, whatsoever it be, unless the Stone helifssolved, and
coagulated with the Magistery, but if you demand e Stone may be dissolved, we must say thatdone with
strong waters having briny bitterness and sharptessg without faeces, as the vinegar of wine is.

But if you demand why the Stone should be dissqlweimust say as is said in the thirty-seventh @raphat
everything that is dissolved getteth the natur8aifs and Alums, because salts only are first midiefore they are
vitrified, and likewise according to their natuhmse salts only are dissolved. If therefore oun&toe dissolved
then it gets the nature of Salts, but that whicmédted is ingrediated, and whatsoever does emiterthe same also
transmuteth. It is said in the fifty-seventh chapitet bodies are sublimed by the most excellegteteof the fire
until the fixed be wholly lifted up with the unfideas it is in the twelfth chapter, but if the wholgt be not
sublimed, then add a quantity of the unfixed pait,tuntil it suffice for the total elevation. Byost strong fire,
understand the fire of putrefaction, and of our édey, by the which only the body is elevated, thatonverted
into a spirit. Therefore when it shall be lifted, upiterate his Sublimation until the whole be &xsy the
administration of reiteration. And make the fixdadstlved, that is, put it to vinegar as beforerditerating all four
times as it hath sufficiently been declared, anélerthe dissolved volatile as if he should say Hya$olution the
Stone is made volatile and again make the volfiiésl. He useth these words in his fifty-seventhptar, as long
as it yieldeth fusion and melteth, and in the teaftpter "Is this the Work for the white or for tteel?"

Adamarus answers for both, for so it is writtetha sixty-sixth chapter, that the Lunary and Soltgne are all in
one essence, because each of them is effecteddnysméMercury only. There is also one way in mamrfieloing
it, because it is done by the same operations dtictlee same order, therefore it is one medicirmating to all
Philosophers, yet they differ in fermentation.

Rosarium Philosophorum (part 5)

The Demonstration of Perfection



Here is born the king of all glory

There cannot be any created

Greater in the world than he

Neither by Art nor Nature

Of what living creature soever

The Philosophers call him their son

He effecteth all things which they do

And whatsoever men expect of him

He giveth continual health

Gold, Silver and precious stones

He giveth fortitude, long life, beauty

And Purity. He expelleth Anger,

Sorrow, Poverty and diseases

Blessed is he on whom God bestows this gift.

The Answer of Lunathe Queen:

Here is born a noble and a rich Queen

Whom the Philosophers liken unto their Daughter

She multiplies and brings forth infinite Children

Free from all hurt impurity and spot

She expells death and hates poverty

She gives wealth, health, honour

And all good things

She excells Gold, Silver and precious stones

And all medicines both precious and simple

There is nothing on the whole face of the Earth

That may be compared unto her

For which give endless thanks to the great Godezudn.

Geber: We are certain by our investigation and we havesicered by manifest experiences that all theselsvare
true which have been written by us only in our voés, and secondly we have seen those things bartidareason
which we have brought into those volumes, but weeharitten those things in the Sum of the Perfectibour
magistery, which we by our experiences have exddhaiith our fingers, seen with our eyes and fethwiur hands,
therefore let the wise artificer study in our voksrby gathering together our dispersed intenticichmve have set
down in divers places with the intent that it slibnbt be made common to the wicked and ignorand. l&nhim
prove that which he collects by studying and experiting with politic instance of labour until heeam to the full
knowledge. Therefore, let the Artificer exercismbelf and he shall find. But we, to the intent wayravoid the



slanders of the envious, will declare it, becausehawe not delivered our science and knowledgédy t
continuance of speech, but we have sprinkleddiverse little chapters and to this intent, becatigeshould have
been delivered in continuance of speech, the ingisoas well as the honest would unworthily havepeslit. And
for this cause, where we have spoken most plaivdgetwe have most of all concealed and hidderitngt under
riddles and dark questions, but we have spokenthetartificer under plain order of speech and haslavered it in
the order of talk. Let not, therefore, the Son eatning despair, because if he seek it he shallifilbecause he that
shall seek it by the goodness of his own indugtalldind out the science, but he that shall sébly ithe following
of books shall very slowly attain to this most poes art, because we have declared this art ordytselves and to
no other, being found out by ourselves only thasiime and altogether certain, since we have exgediunto
them the way of investigation delivered unto ug,We have written that which is found to none lwubtirselves
only, but the manner of searching and policy of msed herefore, let the workman that is of a gooddhaxercise
himself by these things which we have delivered lamghall rejoice that he hath found out the dithe most high
God. Therefore, let these words suffice for thédahrching out of this most excellent art. Satlierwords of
Geber.

Geber in his Summary in the sixteenth chapter of natural principles says thus, for we must note that after the
Stone shall be purified and perfectly cleansed fewerything corrupting it, and after it shall benfiented, you shall
not need any more to change your vessel, nor to ibppleut only to pray that God may preserve infrbreaking,
and for this cause the Philosopher said, that en@ssel the whole magistery is effected. And yostrknow that
in forty days and nights the work is accomplishedwhite after the true purification of the Stobecause in the
preparation there can be no determined time utihesartificer labour well, and in ninety days anghts the work
is accomplished for the red. And these are thetinses for the full perfection. Understand this ceming
Coagulation which is done after purification, whiglirification hath nothing else to be done butia putrefaction
and conversion of the body into a mere spirit, @heén thou shalt have this, praise God.

Senior: | am Luna, increasing moist and cold, and thowBatt hot and moist (otherwise dry). When we shall
coupled in equity of state in a mansion which ismade otherwise but with light fire, having witeélf great heat
in which we shall be emptied, and we shall be wem@an that wants the fruit of her increase, anda®dl myself
when we shall be conjoined we shall be emptiethéntielly of the house being shut, | will by flajteake thy soul
from thee, if thou take away my beauty and combbpe, we shall rejoice and shall be exalted byefacing of
the spirit when we shall ascend the order of treglathen the light of thy light shall be pouredinty light, and of
thee and me there is a commixtion made of winesavekt water, and | forbid my melting after thoulshave put
on blackness with my colour, which is like ink aftey solution and coagulation. When we shall emtter the
house of love, my body shall be coagulated ancll Sle in my emptiness.

Sol answer s saying: If thou do this and wilt not hurt me, 0 Luna, mydy shall be changed and afterwards | will
give unto thee a new virtue of penetrating by whitdu shalt be mighty in the virtue of the fireliguefaction and
purging, out of which thou shalt go forth withouyadiminishing or blackness, as copper and lead tlaou shalt
not be resisted, when as thou art not weak. Thesthe words of Adamalus.

Raymund Lully in hisEpistleto Rupert, King of France

You must know that there is a certain oil of a goldtolour extracted out of the Lead of the Philbsop, with
which, if you shall sublime a mineral stone, a tagk or an animal, after the first fixtion threefaur times, it will
excuse you from all labour of Solutions and Coatiues. The reason is because this is hidden whizkesithe
medicine penetrable, friendly and conjoinable ailhand it will augment the effect thereof beyandasure, so
that in the world there is not a more secret thing.

Wherefore | speak things which are miraculous, Wisieemed to be incredible to all the ancient Pbgbsrs, that
is, that thou shalt know well to separate thidroiin the wateriness and thou shalt labour in themaaof the
mixtion of them, and thou shalt be able to makeStmne in 30 days, but this is not necessary keif iteecause the
solutions and coagulations of it (as hath been) sai@ quickly made and done.

But if the Sublimation of it should be made, | kgt the tincture of the Stone would be much enthr@eit of these
things therefore choose your purpose. The reas@alen whereupon Ixir or Elixir is made and he dhgd diverse
teachers put diverse medicines. Some say thaisIgirthe minerals of mountains, some say of hesbse of beasts
and urine. But it is made of one of those thindsiclv is put in an Alembic, and first the water cenfierth in fume
that is the spirit, secondly Oil in liquor, thattiee Soul, but the third which remains in the vessearthly and it is
called the body, for of those three, spirit, soud &ody, Ixir is made being so decocted that it imayningled and
melted. Some say that Sulphur and Argent vive lmltome Ixir if a man make them fusible.

Note that neither water, nor oil, nor fire, hathk &fficacy to tinct, but it is first rectified biteration of reduction to
the faeces and distillations. We add even 8 tari@d therefore, in all things as well to be disedlor fixed or
tincted, or in any thing to be effected there mean to be observed, because that intention irodilex doth



ornament and accomplish a thing, that is to satyithgerfect bodies be duly calcined subtly washed mollified,
imbibed or cerated and put to solution in mannersaid. But let the spirits be subtly washed andfipd and let
them be put to mollification and humiliation, ard those things that are hot and dry be dissole&dined or
sublimed according to that he shall see and itdgé¢d better according to the sound sense of thieinvgp

EX o =

| am the true green and Golden Lion without cares,
In me all the secrets of the Philosophers are midde
Of Our Mercury which isthe Green Lion Devouring the Sun
Know that it is Mercury cold and moist and God hatated all minerals of it, for it is an airy elem, flying from
the fire. Therefore, when any part is fixed tatigffecteth an high matter and it is a profitafpérit, and there is not
any thing in the world but it. Neither is there ahing that may stand in the place of it, and & ihing searching to
the bottom in every body, and enriching it. Therefavhen it is mingled with the body, it revivetland illuminates
it and converts it from disposition to dispositi@md, from one colour into another, therefore this whole Elixir of
whiteness and redness, and it is a permanent veaignyvater of life and death, it is virgin's milke herb of
washing and the animal fountain, of which whosoelrerks dies not, and it is susceptive of colout armedicine
of them causing them to take colours, and it is Widch mortifies, dries, moistens and makes hoteoid, and it
does contrary things according to the measuresaégimen, and when it is quick it hath other ofiena, and when
it is dead it hath other operations of others, when it is sublimed there are other operations itn#and he is a
Dragon which marries himself and does impregnatesaif and he brings forth in his day, and killsaalimals with
his poison, and the fire destroys him, and it a@gstin short time by reason of the Argent vive.thiei can he
overcome it, nor eat it, but flies from it. The riwer wise philosophers have bethought themselvédsaheans of
policies belonging unto it, until by little andtlé it be made abiding the fire, therefore it doescease to be
graduated upon the fight of the fire, and it is éédk, so that when any fixion is fixed to it, wderful and strange
mutations happen because when it is changed igelsaand his blackness appears and his sound sibddtitness,
therefore when it is tincted, it is tincted andiritteth; when it is dissolved, it is dissolved andissolveth, and it
whiteneth in the sight of the eye and it makethinesuccession, and it is a water gathering togetral it is milk
and strong urine and mollifying oil and the fatbéall miracles, and it is a mist and a cloud amgitive servant,
and occidental Mercury, which hath preferred hirnisefore Gold and hath overcome it. Therefore Galgs unto
him, dost thou prefer thyself before me, And | aond_of Stones enduring the fire. Our Mercury say®it, but |
have begat thee and thou art born of me, and an@fme revives many parts of thee, but thou avetous and
givest not any thing in comparison to me, and hikvkhall bind me with my brother and my sisterlidhze and
rejoice, and it shall suffice him in all his lifé he should live a thousand thousand years, ardyeday sustain
seven thousand men, yet he should never want, andthe whole secret and in me the Science is hidmkrause |
convert all bodies into Sol and Luna, when my ratarsuch that | mollify the hard, and make the bafd. And
therefore note that the Philosophers' Stone fotrtleeAlchemy itself is this thing only in the wieolvorld, and he
which errs in this one thing is thought to run Head from the matter, but yet it is not perfechis nature, to
which workmanship itself has brought it, for withidlie magistery it is of no force with us nor ofyfaltommaodity,
neither does it perfectly yield any thing but ratberrupteth, and this therefore | speak so fathfas you use it with
the magistery because it is pure phlegm. Sometih@ePhilosophers call it Sulphur and melancholgrat by
reason of the effect of his miraculous virtue,dsrsome men will have it, of it God created allaret and
appointed the original of them for some men haVedahis our stone, white copper.



Whereupon Lucas and Eximenus say, understand althat search after knowledge, that no tincturaasle but of
our white copper. For our copper is not common eop@ommon copper is corrupted and infecteth ehargt
which is put unto it, but the Copper of Philosopgheraketh perfect and whiteneth that to which éssociated.
Therefore Plato says, all gold is copper, but@fiper is not gold, therefore our copper has boalyl, &nd spirit, and
these three are one, from one, and with one, whitte root of it, therefore the copper of the &dlphers is their
Elixir accomplished and perfected of body, soul apulit. So the Philosophers have named the Stgriverse
names that it might be manifest to the wise anddmndrom the ignorant, but by what name soeverritaimed, yet
is it always one and the same thing.

Whereupon M erculinus says:

It is an hidden stone and buried in a deep fountain

And cast in the ways and covered with dirt or dung

This one Stone hath all names

Whereupon Morienus, that godly man,says:

This Stone is a Stone and no Stone

It is a bird and no bird

It is Jupiter, Mars, Sol, Venus,

And Luna

Now silver, now gold and now an element

Now water, now wine, now blood

Now virgin's milk,now spume of the sea or vinegar

Now Sal Gemme, now common salt

Now auripigmentum

Now the purged sea purified with Sulphur

And thus they figure it because they would not advteto the Ignorant

Nor conceal it from those that be wise

And that the Copper which is handled be not distet to fools

This only Luna is called by all names

And these are the orders of the operations ofStose by the help of which this thing which we seeéngendered
and is brought into actual essence.

And Sublimation is one means, Descension anothstillBtion the third Calcination the fourth, Sakn the fifth,
Congelation the sixth, Fixion the seventh, Itematioe eighth, Ceration the ninth and many moretliese they
recite, which orders surely although they be dieénsreason, yet they are all one in matter, fonetimes the
Philosophers considering the matter of them whiblkmit is in the vessel and feels the Sun or tla¢ he
incontinently and breathes and evaporates awayttietéorm of most subtle fume, and ascends intdézel of the
vessel. And this they have called Ascension andiBabon. Afterwards, they seeing the matter whaslcended to
descend to the bottom of the vessel, they havedt@lDistillation or Descension, moreover theyisgehat
substance or matter to thicken and wax black amiviman evil savour, they have called it PutrééactThey
seeing a black and dark colour and perceivingiétraf long time to cast forth an evil smell andttielwhiteness to
come like the colour of ashes, they have calléacigration or Dealbation.

Morienus: The whole magistery is nothing else but an exivaatf water out of earth, and a casting of wafesru
the earth until it be putrified and this earth pfit's with water, and when it shall be cleanseeh thy the help of
him which ruleth all things, the whole magistergfected. Moreover they seeing the earth to begykathwith the
water, and the water little by little to be dimiinésl by reason of his temperate decoction and ttle &aincrease,
they have all said this to be perfect Ceration. iWhpon the Philosopher says that the earth is €&rahbibed, and
by the temperate decoction of the Sun, that ib@tteat, it is dried with the water and the whoddter is turned
into earth.

Whereupon Morienus says, this is the pure anddutle if it be turned into earth.

Lastly, they seeing that the whole matter came éntertain dissipation and how it reduced itseH toard
substance, and because it melted not but stoatl\stthey have said that this was perfect Congatat
Whereupon Plato says, dissolve our Stone and aftdsrCongeal it with great wariness as it has bleemonstrated
unto you, and you shall have as it were the whagistery. The same man says in another place, dak8tone
and put it in a vessel and dry it with a light firetil it be broken and afterwards decoct it athbat of the Sun until
it be congealed, and know that the whole magistenpthing else but to make true solution and peided natural
congelation. These are the words of Plato.

Plato also says, Dissolve and Congeal and thuslkyall know the whole magistery. Likewise they sgdhe
aforesaid matter perfectly congealed and thickesedhat by no means it resolved itself any mote water, nor



into fume, they have said that it was truly fixeécause they saw that congelation and thicknefssiam, by reason
of the greater decoction of heat, to come intogmrfiryness and whiteness, and because that wédteves beyond
all other whiteness, therefore they have saidttiiatwas perfect Calcination. They seeing this emati stand to its
colour and to be changed with infinite colours,dexe this could not be done but by the resolutfdheomatter
therefore they called this resolution Solution, tfeg elements are discontinuated with that resmiytand they die
and suffer. And therefore the Philosophers ca¢helements, Man and Wife, wherefore, the foolighignorant
are shamefully deceived who believe that the Phjbers’ medicine is created out of any other thiviggn as the
Philosophers say. "The Sons of Alchemy and othiasting to all their Dissolutions, Sublimations,flnctions,
Separations, Congelations, Preparations, Contsitiord other deceits, vaunt themselves sayinghibas is no other
Gold but theirs, no other water but theirs, whiglliso called most sharp vinegar, no other Disgwolnd
Congelation but theirs, which is made with a sio&,fno other putrefaction but theirs."

Plato in his Summary: Therefore let thy seeking be of the kind of batithe lights of the world, for Gold
circumpasses the upper part and Silver the lowdr pa

Aristotle: No tincting poison is engendered without Sol aisdshadow that is his wife.

Hermesin hissecrets. Sol is his father and Luna his mother.

Rosarius. Whosoever endeavours to seek any other tinctuteout Sol and Luna, he is likened to a man thatlevou
climb a ladder without steps, therefore it is neaeg that we have our receptacle fit for tinctuvhich is agreeable
unto it, with a certain similitude unto the Fathemd this receptacle ought to be Luna herself, isx&ol of itself is
of very hard fusion or melting, and in like sortriauby itself, but when they are joined both togettteen they both
flow and melt very easily, and thus therefore tlwddSmiths make their solders.

The Philosopher: The woman is a certain receptacle of the seedeofrtéin, because she preserves it and keeps it in
her Cell and Matrix and there it is nourished armlxg even to the time of his ripeness, therefaradenow choose
unto him a wife, that he may have a receptaclésoééed, whom we may choose for the wife, whiale@rer to

him in simplicity and purity, because nothing isrmaear to the man than the wife which are homoggno
Hermessaysin hisAllegories: Luna is the light of the night, the night is tregimity of Darkness, which God has
ordained for the governing of the world. And Lueaeives her Light from Sol and is beloved, bec&lsdight of
Sol is in her and because the nature of Sol oveesdhe nature of Luna. Our Mercury is made of aenailhand
vegetable joined together, because things joingether do profit more, than if they should be sateat by
themselves, out of those things consider the nigeddoth Mercuries.
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Demaocritusthe Philosopher: It behoves you that in the first business youdaligsthe bodies upon white ashes and
let there be no grinding but with water.

Avicenna: The first thing in the work is to dissolve the &anto his first matter.

Senior and Hermes: Dissolve the bodies into waters.

Plato in his Summary: Thou wantest that which thou labourest for in$méution of bodies therefore it is meet to

continue a gentle fire upon it until all the whble dissolved, and by it the work is effected.

Note this, the circulatory reversion of all ciragldhings is not effected until they be broughtautiteir first matter.



Rasis: Unless you dissolve the bodies you labour in vain.

Albertus Magnus: Know for a certainty that no spirit of bodies damntincted unless it first be dissolved.
Morienus: The operation is vain in this Art unless all natuhings pass into vapour by their nature, aridsiiall
be dissolved then the alchemical work is preparetiraultiplied.

Sorin in his 11th Distinction: Perfect Solution is the beginning of the regintaut, that the body may wax thin like
unto a spirit, then it is meet to dissolve them dredregimen of bodies, as | have said beforeissotized.
Alphidius: But Argent vive which is extracted from that bldmdy is moist and white and clean from barks, that
the work perish not.

Morienus: It is convenient for thee to know that white furméhe soul and spirit of those dissolved bodies, a
surely if white fume had not been Gold, there Alolyehad not been.

Rosanius: This is our most notable Mercury and God neveatere a more notable thing under heaven beside a
rational soul.

HermesKing of the Grecians: The dissolved body is continual water congealirgyddry with perpetual
congelation.

Hipocras: He that will purge bodies must first make thenxitile, the blackness of putrefaction accordinge t
opinion of some men lasts 4 or 5 days.

Senior: The first key is the extraction of moistures aathéss, of which these are the signs, that isyto sa
superabundant blackness which being consumedothéssnow in the water.

Albertus: Unless the soul shall come forth from the body simall ascend upward into heaven, you shall profit
nothing in this art.

Senior, the Parable concerning the White Tincture: If my beloved parents shall taste of life and khalfed with
mere milk and shall be made drunk with my whitej ahall lie in my bed, they shall beget the Sohwfa which
shall excell all his predecessors, and if my bedosteall carry him from the red tomb of rock andlktaste of the
fountain of his mother, and shall be coupled withned wine and shall be made drunk with me, andl sbaple
with me freely in his bed, and in my love his spestmall enter into my cell, | shall conceive andpbegnant and at
my time will bring forth a most mighty Son rulingé@reigning over all kings and princes of the eacthwned with
a golden crown of victory, of the most high God wWives and reigns world without end.

The Turba of the Philosophers: You searchers of this Art when you see that wiedsrappearing in all places of
the glass, then imagine that redness is hiddemitwvthiteness, and then you must not extract it thet whole red
be made to decoct.

Senior: Make black white, and every white red, becausemahitens and fire illuminates, for it shines olaur
like a ruby by a tincting soul, which it hath gaottey virtue of the fire.

Hermes: The seventh regimen is of Luna, that is, to drgntike red, to make hot and to fix by the spacesad@/s
and so you have the finishing of the work. The aolof the soul is red. White will be red. Whitenéssur redness.
Likewise, this our Stone is fire and created dof feind turned into fire, and the soul of it staythie fire.

The Riddle of Hermes Concerning the Red Tincture: | am crowned, and decked with a precious crown and
adorned with princely garments, for that | caugetgoenter into bodies.

Hermesin hisThird Treatise: Come ye Sons of Wisdom and now we will rejoice badnerry together, because
death is conquered and our Son now reigneth acidtised with a red ornament and with flesh. Now $an being
born a King, takes the tincture from the fire, ataith the Sea and darkness fly from him, and tlagd@r flies the
beams of the Sun which kept the holes, and oub®org dead doth live, and a King comes from the dind shall
rejoice in wedlock and secret things shall appaad, our Son now vivified is made a warrior in thie ind
supereminent in tinctures.

The Metaphor of Bellinusthe Philosopher concerning Sol: Know thee that my father Sol hath given me power
over all power and hath put on me the garmentafyghnd the whole world seeketh me and runneth afée for |
am the greatest now they have known my virtue dtitdde, for | am only and alone which of his grdwes given
me that virtue, and men seek of my servants thathwik sought of me, and they have not come urttatithrough
me, and the earth with all her forces cannot ma&énomble myself. Yea, rather | am above it and aby
servants, until | humble them and extract fromrthture and power of them, and endue them with nghbress
and fair light which my father hath given unto meall their works, for | am excelling, which exaltd surpass all
things and none of my servants can be above meneuto whom it is granted because he is contranggpand he
destroys me, yet he destroys not my nature, andstisaturn who separates all my members. Aftersvagb to my
mother who gathers together all my divided and sgpd members. | am illuminating all my things dmduse
light to appear manifestly in the journey of myhiat Saturn, and also of my mother who is an enemy me. But
if this should not be, | could not drink of the &af animals and of plants, but | come with thath# the fire to
expell the virtue and iniquity of them from me.rha@welling upon the face of the mineral and | dgiveny servants



of my extremities, and my name is called by greahes and he that studies in me cares not for amy, thut he is
not satisfied with me. | carry ships through tha aad | build great cities and towers, seek noténmy greatness,
therefore you wise men | tell you that unless yidlunke your undertaking shall not be perfect anel degree of
your wisdom increases in my sister Luna, and ntt amny of my servants. And if you should know mgrsé | am
seed cast into pure earth, which growing increasdsmultiplies and it brings forth fruit to him treows it, because
every thing that is engendered with his kind, datlitiply the form of his own shape and of no ottar of corn
there comes corn, and so of other things, andisn tave expounded all the figures. Therefore,minghall be
with my white pure moist and clean wife, | addhe beauty of her face, to her goodness and vilbushe is
obedient unto me. Therefore, when | shall be joimetd her, there is nothing more excellent andebéttthe world,
for she shall be impregnated and shall grow andsbh# be as | am in substance and colour, bedawtds
magistery the seed is multiplied, for of me, mylik born, and when one grain of corn is sown éngitound, it
springs and is multiplied, grinded and seared,iamdade into bread, of which the whole world livAad the
mineral of the earth is made of me, neither dobedtause it is the gift of God. | iluminate thewith my light and
make the earth hot with my heat. | engender andistonatural things, as plants and stones and lgkeH take
away the darkness of the night with my power, acduse the days to remain and | illuminate allgkiwith my
light that are to be illuminated, and those thimg&/hich there is neither greatness nor brightnalsyhich surely
are of my work when | am endued with my garments, they which seek me do make peace between mmgnd
wife. Therefore, unless she be separated from midamixed with inseparable mixtion, and this maydbne
when you shall extract me partly from my nature anydwife partly from her nature, and afterwards e you
kill our natures, and we shall be raised again wittew and incorporeal resurrection, because ftet\ards we
cannot die, for after our resurrection we shalldhaverlasting glory and fortitude and then all sigjbice in great
prosperity which know our proceedings.
And in this is the most precious gift of God accdisiped, which exceeds all secrets of sciencesam#brid, and it
is an incomparable treasure of treasures, becdasedays he that hath this gift of God hath atedominion of
the world, because he hath attained to riches aadtoken the bond of nature, but not thereforalme he has the
power to connect all imperfect bodies into mosepsol and Luna, but rather because it preservegeaqubs every
man and brute beast in perfect preservation otlineahd the crystal plate which is the White Elixiras much
thereof as a grain of mustard seed be given torasicé of the fever, it cures him. Likewise a leygsanan, if at
four times in the year he shall be purged with fHate, with red powder whereof Sol is made twitene year in
March and September, he is cured. And both theeveritl the red powder heals the Sciatica in theatasfgleath it
heals also the palsy. Likewise if this be heldhi® mostrils of women labouring with child they aresently
delivered, this Hermes affirms.
Geber also says that the red Elixir cures all @alrinfirmities of which the Physicians have despadj and it makes
a man become young as an eagle and to live fivdredryears and more, as some Philosophers have whbioé
have used it three times a week to the quantitymfistard seed. There is an herb which is called8& de
Canalibus, of which such a medicine is made.
Note therefore that all infirmities which are endered from the crown of the head to the sole ofdlbg if they be
of one month, then they are cured in one day, draf year then in twelve days, and if of long timen they are
cured in one month, for as it cleanses all infecbedals from all infirmity, so likewise it curesetfbodies of men.
Wherefore, our blessed Stone is not unworthilyechthe greater Tiriacus, as well of the bodies ef s of metals,
of which Hermes, the King of the Grecians and fatifehe Philosophers, speaks saying, if thou tafesir Elixir
every day for the space of seven years the wefgtdaroobiarum, thy hoary and grey hairs will fatbin thy head
and black hairs will grow up in their place, andgfof an old man thou shalt be made young, lustiysttiong.
Arnoldus: This our Stone has an efficacious virtue of hegéitl infirmities above all other medicines of Picyens,
for it rejoices the Soul, it augmenteth virtuestiengthens youth and removes old age, for it suffet the blood to
be putrefied, nor phlegm to have dominion, nor eht be adust, nor melancholiness to be abungeatrather it
multiplies the blood beyond measure and restordgemews all corporeal members efficaciously amdgnves
them from hurt, and does most perfectly heal diltririties, as well hot as cold, dry as moist, befatl other
medicines of Physicians, because if the sicknesd bae year, it heals it in twelve days but i@ an old disease
and of long time then it will cure it in one mon#nd to conclude it expells all evil humours anitdps in those that
are good, it brings love, honour, security, boldn@®d victory in battle to those that possessdtia this is the
greatest secret of nature accomplished which is,
A secret not to be valued at any price
a most precious and incomparable treasure
which God grant to be hidden
in their minds that possess it



lest it be made known
to the foolish
and ignorant
Amen let every
living man say
Finis
In Lubeck the 24th day of the
month of October in the year
of our Lord 1588

After my passion and manifold torments | am agaarr,
Being purified and cleansed from all spots.

A Commentary on the Rosarium philosophorum - Adam
McLean

This commentary was originally published in my MagnOpus edition thRosary of the Philosophers, Edinburgh,
1980.

A Commentary on the Rosarium philosophorum

by Adam McL ean

For the purposes of this commentary | do not intendlork through a detailed analysis of the text, father to
pursue an interpretation of the series of twentpdeuit illustrations, which have borne the reputatibthe
Rosarium in the absence of a translation. Some of thesaleuts are very well known and have been used as
illustrations in many recent books on symbolism.
The text of theRosarium is divided into sections associated with thesentyélustrations. These sections introduce
ideas arising from the symbolic content of the wadd, and weave these remarks in with quotaticrs frarious
well known alchemical authorities, often using quangthy extracts from other alchemical writers tise
Rosarium is a gathering of material within a certain franoeky rather than being an entirely original textual



statement of alchemical ideas. So, it is this fraom, in which the essence of tResarium lies, that we shall be
exploring in this commentary.

The text of théRosarium is quite peculiar in that it seems almost to miovand out of focus. At one point in a
section one seems to have a clear precisely dd@a which as it is developed in the text becoma®m
unfocused, more diffuse, and one finds oneselfaarcs to what level the text then refers. Thest,ga one's
puzzlement is growing into irritation, the text nesvsharply back into focus with another clear statd of an idea.
This may be a quite conscious technique on thegfdie anonymous writers rather than just a fgitifi the
translation. At any rate, the text constantly shifetween physical alchemy, statements about empets with
substance, and the realm of soul alchemy, thedfie inner transmutation of forces within mamalsin that it
sought to unite these two alchemical realmsRbsarium set a style for alchemical literature of the Isitdeenth
and early seventeenth centuries, in which the phypirocess became a mirror for soul developmewt tiae inner
content of soul experiences became projected uptar processes in the laboratory or the naturaldvor
TheRosarium as a text is not a work of the kind of spiritukdreemy we find later in the early seventeenth canitu
the output of Mylius, Maier, Fludd, and the Rostan alchemists. It does not deal directly with spéitual
principles of alchemy and state these as a cohphéliesophy in the text, but rather this spiritaldhemy is
incorporated into the series of illustrations. &saonly in the later sixteenth century and paréidulduring the
Rosicrucian period, that alchemists felt free tprexs the profound truths of their spiritual philply in the form of
words. Until that time, in the alchemical traditithre spiritual principles were still only expressedymbols. So,
while theRosarium in its text attempts a synthesis of physical and alchemy, we also find as a further layer, that
the series of symbolic illustrations incorporategictorial form the principles of a spiritual aéhy.

The Rosarium, because of its interweaving of soul and physataiemy, was of particular interest to the
psychologist Carl G. Jung, who perhaps quoted ftomhis writings upon Alchemy more than any otkargle
text. Jung, indeed, wrote an essay onRb&rium series of illustrations under the title 'Psychglod the
Transference' which is included in Volume 16 ofdoslected works, and this provides us with a nvastiable
foundation upon which to construct an interpretatitung, however, only shows us 11 of the 20 iiai&ins.
Furthermore, he suggests that figures he labet&l®a Rosarium illustrations 5 and 11) are alternative versiohs o
the same figure, whereas on examining the fulesesf 20 illustrations we find this untenable. RghJung did not
have access to a complete edition of the bookthaitas often happens over the centuries, sontesét
illustrations had been removed from his copy. At eate, Jung's interpretation is based upon sdbmdlustrations
as 10 stages, whereas as we have seen there énd&sd, if we read again Jung's analysis oRbsrium, with a
consciousness of the existence of the extendeeksefi20 illustrations, we will find a further ldvaf integration of
the masculine and feminine facets of the soul, kiges not contradict Jung's thesis, but ampl#fresextends it.
For the purpose of interpreting these illustratjdnaill follow a method | have used previously me
commentaries to 'The Crowning of Nature' and 'Theiétucian Emblems of Daniel Cramer’), that of gnéting the
symbols into a complete pattern, rather than anajythem as separate individual symbols. It mustinphasized
that what is presented here is only one interpogtatf the symbolism. This is by no means exclusivether
interpretations, which may be equally valid in ttiagy look at the spiritual realities of tResarium series from a
different perspective, and thus throw further lightthe matter of the symbolism. Alchemy deals itkv and
change and cannot be encompassed in the hardoggils of intellectual formulae. Intellectualismlgp analyses
and breaks down a subject into smaller units, bgrasp Alchemy we must develop a consciousnessstha
simultaneously capable of synthesis, of buildingnip a larger picture. Here we must see the indial unit as part
of a whole.



So to our analysis and synthesis of the symbatkedfRosarium. The 20 illustrations are arranged for this
interpretation as in the diagram above. Here we lzatriad of illustrations 1-2-3 introducing usthe Prima
Materia, the substance of the work of transfornmtiben in illustrations 4 - 10 we see the firsigass of
transmutation leading to the creation of the WHBitene, this being followed by the parallel transatioh of 11 - 17
which leads to the Red Stone. Then in 18-19-20 awe Ia final picture of the end of the Work.

THE PRIMA MATERIA

The opening three illustrations to this procesdiciate the realm within which this transformatiactors and
introduces the Prima Materia. We interpret thiseseas a process for the integration of the theeetf of man - the
Body, Soul and Spirit. In our present state of etioh these facets do not work together in harmdimgre are
polarities and vast gulfs between the differentmsawithin our being. It is the task of alchemit@nsmutation to

unite these facets in a new harmony, into a pextestate of being where Body, Soul and Spirit miytua
interpenetrate and work together. Man's soul is the bridging element between the outer realrhe@ptysical
body and the spiritual world. This bridge must bétlout of integrating the primal polarities ofetlsoul, so that it
becomes both a vehicle or vessel for the spiritthadnaster and moulder of the physical realm.

In illustration 1, we have a picture of man's ingeul world. In the lower part of the soul we seee fountain
which pours forth the threefold soul-substancee-\irgin's Milk ( the feminine receptive lunar fexin the soul),
the Spring of Vinegar (the masculine sharp, petiatraolar forces in the soul) and the Aqua Vitae, water of life
(the inner source of soul energies). These threarsis pour forth from the head of the fountainthatcentral point
of the soul, and stream down merging togetherenbidisin at the lowest part of the soul. This vesselains the
primal substance of the soul forces, the Inner Mgrahe Mercury of the Philosophers, that is oné get is
composed of these three streams.
Thus we have here a picture of the unintegratetirsalm of man. The three streams pour down froenhart
centre into the lower soul world, but are cut offth a balanced direct connection with the uppel, sbel realm of
the soul that can touch upon the spiritual. Theg eohnection with this upper soul initially is thugh the
unintegrated polarity of the lunar and solar streavithin the soul.



The task of the alchemist working through tRasarium process, is firstly to recognize the elementdefgrimal
material, the lunar and solar streams, and the ikteecury of the soul forces, then begin to workhathese through
meditations, bringing them into a new synthesis mia#ting these inner forces a vehicle both for tkgeeence of
the Spirit and the mastery of the Physical worldud'in illustration 2, there is pictured a persigation as King
and Queen of these solar and lunar forces. Thek8ignand Moon Queen, have to be recognized by lttemist
as archetypal polarities within his soul and theystibe brought into a new relationship. These pg@ameet and
touch, though at this initial stage, their encouigevery restrained and distant. As Jung pointsrotis
commentary to these illustrations, they give eatlertheir left hands in union. The left (sinistbging the dark or
unconscious side of their being. Thus they aresdriih the unconscious aspect, in the depths dbther soul.
Their right hands, the more conscious side of theing, proffer two-blossomed flowers to each qgthed this
meeting in consciousness is thus more restrainédistant. However, from above, from the higherigml realm
indicated by the Star, a bird descends bearingthdutwo-blossomed flower and brings a strongétyunto the
picture. Thus even at the beginning of the work,alchemist will have help from the spiritual works he
tentatively begins the task of uniting the innelapities, spiritual help will descend to him asift, @ spiritual grace.
For the individual alchemist this will possibly takhe form of perceptions, perhaps inspirationahdrs, and
positive realizations that give him an inner sagua sureness that he is on the right path.

In illustration 3, the process moves one stagdéurtThe court clothes of the King and the Queamveils of
consciousness, have been taken off, and the twizipating forces or archetypes in the soul (Jualted these the
Animus and Anima) can for the first time see eattteoclearly. At this stage their gesture changesthey grasp
each other's proffered branch (which now is sitdpssomed). The solar King holds out his brandhisrright hand
and this is grasped by the right hand of the Quetile her branch proffered by her left hand isireed by the left
hand of the King, and from above the dove stillrbé unifying branch. The scroll above the Sundstates, "O
Luna, let me be thy husband", while Luna says, 80 ISmust submit to thee", and the dove bearsrtbeription, "It
is the Spirit which vivifies". The two archetypaicets of the soul are here proffering to each ptheéhe form of
flowers, an aspect of their forces.

We have now reached the stage where the primatgmdd energies within the soul of the alchemisé (nimus -
Anima) have been polarized then brought throughinmier work into a kind of relationship necessamythe real
task of the integration process to commence. We semthe beginning of the meeting and transmutatidinese
forces one into another. This takes place throughdycles of transformation involving seven stafgsmpare with
"The Crowning of Nature' and the 'Splendor Solie first, pictured through illustrations 4 - 1@es rise to the
White Stone, the inner mastery of the lunar foredsle the second seen in illustrations 11 - 1édprces the inner
mastery of the solar forces in the soul, in thepration of the Red Stone.

Each of these processes has the same archetypaldasiis paralleled in the illustrations. Theseegestages can be
analyzed as follows : -

1 An entry into the vessel of transformation,

2 A conjunction of the two primal archetypal forces

3 Their merging into an hermaphrodite in a deathigredo stage,

4 The extraction or ascent of one facet of the sdalthe Spiritual realm,

5 The descent of a spiritual dew or essence froonegb

6 The return of the extracted soul forces,

7 The final formation of the Stone pictured asréwurrection of the hermaphrodite.

The opening two stages of each of these processgseparations, and we see that there is a réwdrdee order
between that of the first cycle (illustration 4 mgithe descent into the vessel and 5 the Conjur¢tamd that of the
second cycle (illustration 11 being the Conjunctionl 12 the descent into the new rectangular Jeddet further
five illustrations of each cycle pivot around trentral experience of the descent of the spiriteal #om above
(illustration 8 for the White Tincture, and 15 fiie Red), and the other four illustrations in eaptie relate in form
to each other as follows : -



l |
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Thus we have the skeleton framework of the prodéas: we will look at each stage in some detail.

THE WHITE TINCTURE

In illustration 4, the King and Queen, still mainiag their mutual gesture of uniting their fordasough the aid of
the spirit, descend into the watery vessel. Thikésrealm of the unconscious, the inner ever-fhgercury of
the soul, that we met in the first woodcut of therburial Fountain. The higher archetypal forcedinithe soul

have entered into the vast dark sea of the uncomscealm of the inner soul life. This vessel irelfgexagonal, as

the triplicity of Spirit, Sun and Moon is still wking within this experience. In the following illmation, number 5,
we see the first Conjunction, the Coitus or inn@on of the male and the female forces of the sbugy merge

together in sexual intercourse, the man uppernoshis first cycle of transformation, the maledes are
spiritually active working upon the passive femi@lees, however, as we shall see later, the oppuwsitbe the
case in the second transformation. This point veasaticed by Jung in his commentary.
The solar-masculine and lunar-feminine forces égbul have now united together in the most intnveay
possible. Through this union an hermaphrodite besrigrmed, as with the next figure, number 6, vehitre
masculine and feminine soul forces fuse into ordyhwith two heads. After this primal fusion and kange of
energies within the soul archetypes, an inner deg&na nigredo or putrefaction occurs. This takeddarm of a
descent of the complex of interconnected male anthfe energies into the dark unconscious sphetedoul.
We note here that this union of the male and feraa&rgies produces the hermaphrodite, and doagvetise to
the conception and birth of a separate 'soul-cagdh some other versions of the alchemical psodaghe

Rosarium process, the union of these two energies is éntientained within the being of the operator, aogs

not produce an independent 'soul-child'.

In the next illustration, number 7, the Extractammpregnation of the Soul, a masculine soul elgrseparates

from the dying hermaphrodite, and rises upwardbénsoul towards the realm of the Spirit, as ingiddy the

clouds above. Through this active penetration efitimer feminine by the masculine polarity of tbelsthis aspect
of the inner life has achieved a certain abilitpszend within the inner world to the realm of 8périt. The
hermaphrodite-body left below as the husk of themof the male and female currents, and being édrzed by
the masculine soul forces, is now in essence thieleefor the naked female forces of the soul ireatirely
unconscious passive form. This is the turning pofrthis sevenfold cycle of transformation.

In illustration number 8, a dew descends from thigtaal clouds upon the inert corpse of the fenfatees. This

results in a spiritualization of the feminine lurdement of the soul, through a washing or putificaof this aspect

of the soul forces lying in the unconsciousnes® fiérmaphrodite needs to be cleansed both by ttersaaf the
sea of the unconscious and by the higher consejoititual rain. This is the Ablution or Purificatio

When this stage has taken place, the male fadbedafoul returns from its sojourn in the higherespl and reunites
with the hermaphrodite husk. This process is aistuped at the base of the vessel, as we see albide ground
meeting with a bird buried in the earth. This ie {@rtus’, the rising or dawning of new consciogshéhe Jubilation
or Sublimation of the soul forces. New life retutaghe feminine lunar element of the soul, whielvihg been
through this inner death process, this descentlvggrimal darkness of the unconscious, has gairiédd of
victory over the death forces working in the unstinwed soul forces.

Thus the soul gains a mastery over the lunar elemignin its being. This is the inner experiencetwd White

Stone, the inner foundation in the soul for conssiess of the potentialities working in this lurfeminine element

which lies within us all, and it is pictured in ttast illustration from this sevenfold developmanimber 10, which

shows us the hermaphrodite of the soul now relrmm fts tomb, winged (indicating its spiritual déygment), and
standing upon the crescent of the Moon (signifyimastery of the lunar forces) which is further engihed by the
appearance of the Moon Tree.



THE RED STONE

Now that the alchemist bears within his being theité&/Tincture, the mastery of the lunar forces,ttihme has come
for him to embark upon the preparation of the Reh& As the White Stone was prepared by an aatdr&ing of
the male solar forces upon the female forces tate ®f passivity, in the tomb of the unconsciassnow it is the
turn of the masculine side of the soul to enterdduékness, through the active work of the fematatiforces within
the alchemist's being.
Thus it is in illustration 11, we see again the j0antion - the Coitus of the two soul facets. Tikisalled the
Fermentation distinguishing it from the conjunctiithe White phase. This time the female forcesaative, and
in their intercourse it is the woman who lies op tf the man. The figures are also winged, indicathe degree of
spiritual development that has occurred durindfitisé cycle of transformation which resulted withustration 10 in
the winged hermaphrodite.
The male solar forces of the soul enter now intodarkness of the unconscious realm within, asegdrsthe
following illustration, number 12, the Illluminatipm which a winged solar disc descends into thesekof
transformation that contains the living mercurye #ver mobile flowing energies of the unconscidssthe text
indicates, "Here Sol dies again and is drowned thighMercury of the Philosophers".
In illustration 13, the two facets of the soul hagain fused into the hermaphrodite which is rgswiithin the dark
grave like realm of the unconscious. The hermagtedésl winged, and thus still bears the spirituevelopment
from the previous cycle of transmutations, howethgs, too must be cast off if the solar transmotais to take
place.
This we see in the following illustration 14, therting point of this cycle, where the now wingléesmaphrodite
also gives up the female side of its forces, wisicars up into the spiritual world, leaving the nedpect bound to
the husk of the hermaphrodite body. This is thefiax of these forces in the unconscious realm.
Then, as with the previous cycle, a dew descermas the spiritual realm above upon the corpse-liéertaphrodite,
in the Multiplication of illustration 15, and theahe solar forces of the soul are purified and weddhethis gentle
rain of the spirit.
This done, the female soul element is free novetorn from her journey to the higher spiritual realf the soul,
and rejoin and revivify the hermaphrodite figurehie lower soul, as is pictured in illustration 16.
Then the round of this second cycle of transforomais complete and the hermaphrodite arises igtitition 17,
displaying the perfection of the Red Stone. Onleffteof the hermaphrodite we see the Sun Tree endril the right,
the Pelican in its piety gesture, nourishing itaryg on the blood from its own breast, is a symiidhe Red
Tincture. Behind, is a Lion, another solar symloll the hermaphrodite stands upon a mound beloehvitia
triple-headed serpent, each head of which is miytéegding upon the others. This symbolizes thatSbpirit, Soul
and Body are becoming united and penetrate eaein, atfough this being still polarized in the forifrtloe serpent
(the head and tail polarity), indicates that fihatmonization of these realms is yet to be achieved

THE END OF THE WORK

Thus the alchemist has gained inner mastery oeelutiar and solar currents of his soul, the feneirsind
masculine forces within his being, the yin andyhaeg, the Ida and Pingala Nadi's of Tantricism, iantb longer
unconsciously moved and swayed by the externaktyphs of King and Queen, but now bears these miisi

being as a conscious resource of the soul, enditaéde can tap and use as he wills.
With this stage, the alchemist has achieved anreque of the White Stone, the inner foundationworking
consciously with the lunar forces of his being, &erchas also gained the Red Stone, the inner gnapmil which he
can solidly begin to work with the solar forceshif being. He thus stands upon the threshold adtzeh and deeper
experience of his being. However, these two Sontflires or Stones, foundations upon which he chaiysstand
in his inner encounter with the two force strearii® soul, do not incorporate the inner Mercuhg tiving and
flowing energies of the soul, that we picture todaythe unconscious, the mysterious dark inneicsafrthe soul
forces. The being of the alchemist during the h@tmadite stages has dipped into this well of hisdpebut has
never entirely penetrated deep into its mysteryweicer, this experience is necessary for the comaheter
development of the alchemist, and it is picturedlustration 18 as the Green Lion devouring theé.Sthe sun here
represents all that the alchemist has so diligemtlg for his consciousness, through working thiscpss of inner
development. The Green Lion is the devouring, dN&sg aspect of the unconsciousness. (The alchemisiw here
an analogy with Aqua Regia, the greenish tinged #wt alone could dissolve metallic Gold.)
The alchemist must be prepared to make this seerifi his conscious achievements to the dark vidliso
unconscious being, if he is to further the proaddategration, for only in this way can he fullp@mpass this
realm and unite the three streams that pour frenidhntain into the vessel of the lower soul (litagon 1).



A similar inner task must be undertaken with regarthe upper soul realm, and this is portrayetthépenultimate
illustration, where we see the being of the alcls¢mgiceiving a crown from the upper three streahtiseoFather
aspect (body), the Son-Christ (soul) and the HalyitS The alchemist must again make an ego saerifiis time in
respect to his upper soul. He must be preparedtbeeeeive the blessing of this spirit that pdate his upper soul
and recognize that the source lies outside higgbdfifne were at this stage to identify his selfhwthis stream of
spirit, he would be overwhelmed with egoism. Thehamist thus experienced through the sacrificiatwes
towards his lower and upper soul (figures 18 ar)d th@ true spiritual ego that resides within héinlg, and which
receives its essential foundation from the uniththe Body, Soul and Spirit facets in both the empgnd lower soul
realms.

So, with the final illustration, the alchemist &es1 having achieved a kind of resurrection whigbeislleled with
that of Christ. In the Green Lion stage he descénldep into the dark inner mysteries of his s@ilChrist
descended into Hell, but has returned with renesvetgies in a resurrection body bearing the mysiktiye upper
trinity. This is the true transmutation. Those Wwiawve gone through this experience are fundamerthiynged,
having undergone a self initiation that paralléls inner experiences that were gained througtatidt into the
ancient Mysteries of Greece, Egypt or Britain.

The series of illustrations in tHosarium outlines a process for the inner conscious eneosuséparation,
purification, re-conjunction and harmonization loé tmale and female facets of the soul, and worltirgugh such
a process brings about an initiation of the alclséniihe various blocks to the free flow of thesgeinenergies are
thus removed and the alchemist is able to expegigfecmore fully, having both a living perceptiohthe spiritual
and the ability to express his being creativelhimencounter with the physical realm.

| have described the process entirely using tefnasspiritual alchemy, from a perspective outsifithe vessel of
transformation. Such an overview is necessaryrarralerstanding of this process by our present day
consciousness, however, one must recognize tlsaistbnly one level of working with these symbdisthe time
when theRosarium was published, it would not be experienced in Way. Rather each illustration would be taken
as an individual meditative exercise to be workedugh in sequence. | have not chosen here toeddirsuch
meditative exercises in detail, but | trust thategh indications have been given to allow the resmle/ork with
them in this way. Building up a meditative workiwith such a series will take some months of susthigffort, but
if this task is undertaken, the reader will truhceunter the essence of tResarium. As | indicated in my
commentary to the 'Crowning of Nature', there wdwdde been a definite physical alchemical proaeseghich this
soul development aspect was embodied. The ‘Crovefibature’ has an even more extended series of 67
illustrations, and it bears a definite relationstugheRosarium, in that for example, there is the preparatiothef
White and the Red Stone through various cyclesapisformation, although the 'Crowning of Naturetkgathrough
the Elements and the Ethers, while Rosarium is founded upon the polarities of Sun and Moonseuéine and
feminine.

This physical process would be undertaken by tbieesthist and would act as an ongoing meditativectsereach
change within the flask relating to the inner tfangation of the Soul. The transformations in tlask and those in
the alchemist's inner life would be linked 'synefistically’, mirroring each other. The secretswdtsalchemical
experiments were of course closely guarded, aisddifficult to find definite clear instructions imany texts,
however, | feel sure that in time and with patieotk, it may be possible to uncover some of theets®f these
processes. ThRosarium certainly provides a key and a starting pointdiech investigations.



